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Outstanding Pinot Noir from Oregon’s Willamette Valley

When David Lett planted his first vines in the Willamette Valley on 22nd February 1965, Oregon was best known for its orchards of plums,
walnuts and hazelnuts but Lett had a theory that Oregon could offer Pinot Noir its best home, outside Burgundy.

He planted his first 3,000 vine cuttings on a rented nursery site and set about finding the perfect location for his own vineyards. This he
found in the Dundee Hills, a derelict orchard planted on volcanic soils with a gentle south-facing slope. Taking inspiration from a pair of
red-tailed hawks which had nested in the trees above the farm, David and his wife Diana named their new home The Eyrie Vineyards and
from this pioneering leap of faith a winery — and subsequently a flourishing Willamette Valley wine industry — has grown, producing some of
the world’s finest expressions of the Pinot Noir grape.

Today, The Eyrie Vineyards are managed by David’s son, Jason, who believes so firmly that the eventual quality of the wine is determined

in the organically certified vineyards that he doesn’t employ anyone full time in the winery. Nestled in a pocket between the Pacific Coast
Mountain Range and the Cascades, the Willamette Valley offers protection for the vines from coastal rains and desert heat, the climate

is cool and the winter rains replenish the water table ensuring minimal drought stress during long, dry summers. Jason adds nothing to
the soil and there is no tilling, just deep root systems and a symbiotic relationship with the soil’s microbial life, the healthy roots playing
their part in keeping disease at bay. Until recently, the Valley had avoided phylloxera and many of the vines are still on their own deep root
systems, however more recent plantings are on phylloxera-resistant root stocks that will adapt well to the challenges of a warming climate
— Jason always has one eye to the future.

Several varieties are grown on the estate — Pinot Gris, Pinot Blanc, Chardonnay, as well as more unusual varieties such as Trousseau
alongside their flagship Pinot Noir — and the fruit is hand-harvested from the family’s five vineyards, all planted at different altitudes. In the
cellar, intervention in the winemaking is kept to a minimum with gentle pressing, slow, natural fermentations and, for the red wines, pigeage
(punching down of the cap) by hand to gently extract colour and texture. The wines are matured in oak barrels but of the 250 or so
barrels in the cellar; only ten are replaced each year, really allowing each wine to speak for itself and develop at its own pace before bottling.

Exactly 55 years after David Lett planted his first vines, we are delighted to offer The Eyrie Vineyards Pinot Noir 2015.

Laura Taylor, February 2020 £ per case
in bond
The Eyrie Vineyards Pinot Noir, Willamette Valley, Oregon 2015 12 per case 13.5% £300

Hand-picked fruit from a warm and early vintage with no unusual weather patterns, mostly de-stemmed with a very small percentage of whole bunch
fermented wine in the final blend. Natural fermentation and pigeage by hand three times per day, matured in neutral barrels and 9% new oak.

Beautiful pale and jewel-like Pinot Noir with an incredibly vibrant nose of red fruit, savoury and earthy too, leading to a palate of delicious
red, floral fruit, focused and pure with light tannins and an ethereal concentration on the mid-palate, a savoury, umami note underlining its
Oregon provenance. Delicious wine. Drink 2020-2025

“So many hopes and dreams are held in these fragile leaves and tender shoots which seemed a few months ago to be only dead sticks pushed into
the Oregon mud. | cannot help but feel now that success will be ours — there seems such a harmony between the earth, the sun, the cool breezes,
the ranging predators which have so far kept injury from my vines, and myself and feeble scratching to keep away thirsty weeds and produce an
occasional wetting. The vines seem now to be individual beings, each possessing for itself the same confidence which | have in them. | hope that
pervading spirit never leaves either of us.” ~ David Lett’s Journal entry, July 1965

Callus on 01353 721 999 to order

Order now for delivery in March 2020; offered while stocks last. Offer closes on |2th March 2020.
Prices are per case, in bond London and Duty, VAT and delivery are payable when your wines are released for delivery to your home address.
Private Cellar’s terms & conditions apply, please visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for more details.



