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Jean-Pierre Moueix 2016, En Primeur Offer
“These wines are, across the board, tours de force, incredibly elegant, rich yet not opulent,

powerful yet subtle, and will make lovers of classic Bordeaux immensely happy.”

Every year, we find our Right Bank benchmarks being set when we taste with Christian and Edouard 
Moueix as they unfailingly translate both the vintage and the vineyard in each of their wines and this year 
was no exception. Here we tasted wines right across the price spectrum and all shared the same traits of 
understatement, finesse and intensity.

2016 on the Right Bank was, as elsewhere, a challenging vintage in the first half of the growing season with 
cold, wet weather constantly threatening diseases which could potentially decimate both the young flowers 
and leaves; thankfully flowering was more successful than anyone could dare hope for and towards the end 
of June, things brightened up and spirits lifted as the sun came out.  July and August were hot and dry, yet 
with the cool nights which are the trademark of this vintage, allowing the vines some respite from the daily 
temperatures, and it is in some of the Saint Emilion and Pomerol vineyards that the importance of their soils 
comes to the fore. Most of the best vineyards in Saint Emilion are on solid limestone outcrops which act like 
a sponge soaking up excess water, whilst the top Pomerol vineyards are on the legendary clay, again a good 
water retainer. Here the vines were able to access as much water as they needed all season long, whilst other 
poorer vineyards on sandy soils on the periphery of the appellations had a harder time of it, particularly those 
planted with young vines which have yet to establish a deep root system.

13th September saw a significant storm over the whole of the Bordeaux region, with some 30mm of rainfall 
in Saint Emilion during the course of the night, which had the benefit of refreshing any vines which were 
struggling and giving a boost to the others; as the soils were very dry, much of the excess ran off ensuring that 
the vines didn’t take up too much water. Although cooler weather followed the storm, the sun remained ever-
present, drying the fruit and getting the Merlots into perfect condition for their harvesting towards the end of 
the month and into early October.

These wines are, across the board, tours de force, incredibly elegant, rich yet not opulent, powerful yet subtle, 
and will make lovers of classic Bordeaux immensely happy. We expect interest in all of the wines to be very 
high indeed, particularly the most sought after labels and we urge you to try wines across the spectrum – in 
this vintage you will not be disappointed.

Visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for our full vintage report. Wines are offered subject to availability and may be 
subject to allocation. To place an order, please call us on 01353 721 999.
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Château Saint Georges Côte Pavie, Saint Emilion Grand Cru	 2016	 12 per case	         price awaited
80% Merlot, 2% Cabernet Franc
Deep, dense purple black with a spiced nose of savoury black and red fruits, some confit notes, tarry and with a fresh hint of 
orange zest too. On the palate, the rich, savoury black fruit is spiced with new oak notes, again a confit note but fresh too, with 
mouth-coating ripe tannins going to a satisfying finish. Drink 2021-2029

Château Puy Blanquet, Saint Emilion Grand Cru	 2016	 12 per case	 £150
90% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc
Deep purple black with a nose of sappy, primary black fruit, a hint of tar overlaid with crème pâtissière. Soft, juicy black fruits on 
the palate, fresh and vibrant, saline and mineral, with some creamy notes too and a hint of cedar and ripe supporting tannins 
going to a long creamy finish. Delicious. Drink 2022-2034

Château Pindefleurs, Saint Emilion Grand Cru	 2016	 12 per case	 £166
80% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc
Vibrant red black with a very appealing black fruit nose, intense and rich, spiced with cedar and a lightly exotic note too. On 
the palate, juicy black fruits are freshened with wood spice and soft, supple tannins going to a long finish, creamy and grilled. 
Drink 2022-2030

Château La Serre, Saint Emilion Grand Cru	 2016	 12 per case	 £420
80% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc
Deep red black, semi-opaque and uncharacteristically restrained on the nose at this stage with red and black fruits leading to a 
broader palate of sweet black and red fruits, spiced, smooth and creamy, with some savoury notes, not as flamboyant as usual 
and all the more elegant for it, leading to a long, fresh, vibrant finish. Drink 2022-2032

Château Belair Monange, 1er Grand Cru Classé Saint Emilion	 2016	 6 per case         price awaited
92% Merlot, 8% Cabernet Franc
Deep, semi-opaque red black with a nose of mineral black fruit, spiced, ripe and intense, with some ripe plum fruit too but 
definitely not opulent, leading to a palate of focused black fruit, smooth on entry, supple with huge yet very ripe tannins behind, 
lovely finesse and elegance, great poise going to a fabulously long, evolving, ripe finish. This is a wine which starts quietly and 
builds to a crescendo. Wow! Drink 2028-2040+

Pomerol

Château Chantalouette, Pomerol	 2016	 12 per case	 £190
72% Merlot, 17% Cabernet Franc, 11% Cabernet Sauvignon
Deep red black, not opaque with a bright nose of black-skinned fruit and warm red berries, very fresh-fruit driven, leading to a 
palate of sweet blackcurrant fruit, rich, intense, really lively, smooth, spiced and ripe with lovely freshness on the finish. 
Drink 2021-2030

Château Moulinet Lasserre, Pomerol	 2016	 12 per case	 £275
70% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc, 10% Malbec 
Dense, opaque purple black with a nose of toasty, juicy black skinned fruits, mulberry and sloe, with a very distant note of 
wood spice, really alluring. On the palate, intense black fruits are spiced with cedar and hints of rock roses alongside some 
richer port notes, all supported by substantial, ripe tannins and leading to a rich, smooth finish. Drink 2022-2035

Château Plince, Pomerol	 2016	 12 per case	 £320
79.6% Merlot, 20.4% Cabernet Franc
Deep, semi-opaque red black to the rim with a nose of creamed black fruits, tight but sweet, tarry and lightly spiced, leading to 
a palate of dense black fruits, soft and supple, spiced with wood and some distant oriental notes, the fruit matching up to the 
substantial tannins, going to a long, evolving, savoury and spiced finish. Drink 2025-2033
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Château Lafleur-Gazin, Pomerol	 2016	 12 per case	 £320
94% Merlot, 6% Cabernet Franc
Deep purple black right to the rim with a nose of blackcurrant and black skinned fruits, not opulent but incredibly fresh, 
leading to a palate of fresh, juicy, pure blackcurrant fruit, with ripe tannins behind but not intrusive, layered and well crafted. 
Drink 2023-2030

Château Bourgneuf, Pomerol	 2016	 12 per case	 £375
85% Merlot, 15% Cabernet Franc
Dense, vibrant purple black, semi-opaque, with tight, pure black fruits on the nose, some spice and a savoury note, leading to 
a palate of mineral black fruits, saline and spiced with a distant grilled note, deceptively smooth with substantial ripe tannins 
behind, rich yet incredibly fresh too. Lovely wine with great depth and a spiced, savoury finish. Drink 2025-2035

Château Gazin, Pomerol	 2016	 12 per case	         price awaited
87% Merlot, 8% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Cabernet Franc
Deep dense purple black with crushed black fruit on the nose, ripe, savoury and sappy. Deliciously rich on the palate, spiced 
black fruit, powerful and layered with massive tannins, lovely depth, to a ripe, intense yet fresh finish. Drink 2028-2040

Château Certan de May, Pomerol	 2016	 12 per case	         price awaited
65% Merlot, 31% Cabernet Franc, 4% Cabernet Sauvignon
Dense, semi-opaque purple black with a perfumed nose of black fruits, quite tight, giving very little away. On the palate smooth, 
polished dense black fruits, ripe, sweet and juicy, with substantial ripe tannins behind, savoury and spiced with hints of rockrose 
going to a fine long finish which evolves and grows. Drink 2025-2035

Château Hosanna, Pomerol	 2016	 6 per case	         price awaited
85% Merlot, 15% Cabernet Franc
Deep, semi-opaque black with a penetrating nose of grilled, toasty, smoky black fruits – mulberry, blackcurrant. Soft, supple, 
intense black fruit on the palate, very Cabernet in style, crunchy and juicy yet smooth and rich; as befits the Moueix style, this 
is not a blockbuster but remains incredibly elegant and smooth to a long, ripe, evolving finish, alluring and persistent. Delicious. 
Drink 2028-2040

Château La Fleur Pétrus, Pomerol	 2016	 6 per case         price awaited
91% Merlot, 9% Cabernet Franc
Dense, semi-opaque black to the rim with a nose of vibrant, primary black fruits – blackcurrant, sloe – with some savoury 
notes too, quite restrained. Sweet, intense, fresh black fruits on the palate, dense and ripe, very smooth and creamed with 
substantial tannins behind, spice and grilled but, again, not opulent – this is very fine indeed with a substantial, evolving finish 
with hints of cedar to the end. Superb. Drink 2029-2045

We tasted these wines on Tuesday 4th April 2017 at the offices of Ets. Jean-Pierre Moueix

These wines will be shipped in the Spring of 2019
E&OE Private Cellar’s Terms & Conditions for en primeur purchases apply

http://www.privatecellar.co.uk/page/terms-and-conditions
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