ARISTEA

against the odds

South Africa is unique in its combination of ancient, original soils, near perfect weather and moderating sea
breezes from both the Indian and Atlantic Oceans. Add to that a long history of winemaking, dating back to
the |7th Century, wine lineages going back over multiple generations and a thirst for innovation, and you have
the perfect backdrop to ARISTEA, a completely new venture from Martin Krajewski and partners Florent
Dumeau, a leading oenologist from Bordeaux, and Matt Krone, winemaker from the Cape whose family
pioneered sparkling wines in South Africa some |6 generations ago.

The aim of Aristea is to produce exceptional wines which speak of their terroir and reflect the Cape itself,
from its harsh landscape to its raw beauty; even the name, Aristea, reflects one of the many plants found only
in the Cape which requires the brutality of fire to allow it to flower, and then for just one day. The company
owns no vineyards but draws on long-established relationships to source some of the best fruit from around
Stellenbosch. It is an extraordinary venture, and if the passion of the partners is anything to go by, it has a great
future ahead.

For their market début, Aristea have released a Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon from Stellenbosch,
however there are some MCCs — Méthode Cap Classiques, sparkling wines made by the traditional, bottle
fermentation method — in the pipeline, needing a few more months on the lees before they are released and
which, given Matt’s heritage and having tasted other wines he has made in the past, are going to be well worth
the wait.

Already tasted and lauded by the wine trade Press, these wines will be available for delivery in November and,
following our launch dinner at 67 Pall Mall earlier this month, stock is selling fast. To order, please call us on
01353 721 999 or visit www.privatecellar.co.uk.

Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW

September 2017
£ per bottle £ per case

inc VAT inc VAT
Aristea Chardonnay, Stellenbosch 2016 bottles 6 per case £26.95 £161.70

Aristea’s Chardonnay comes from vineyards on the western edge of Stellenbosch, next to the
Jordan estate and with views right to the ocean. Hand-harvested, fermented in oak, 40% of which is
new, with regular batonnage during the | | months in barrel, it is pale gold with lovely citrus notes,
toasty and grilled too, creamy and rich, with the oak just discernible but absolutely in balance.
Delicious.

Aristea Cabernet Sauvignon 2015  bottles 6 per case £29.95 £179.70
Stellenbosch magnums 3 per case £59.90 £179.70

The original plan here was to blend some judiciously chosen Cabernet Franc, Malbec and/or Petit
Verdot with the stunning Cabernet Sauvignon from the Golden Triangle in Stellenbosch but in
the end the Cabernet Sauvignon was just too good to dilute with other grapes. Gorgeously rich,
dark black fruits, minty with a hint of dark chocolate and substantial toasty tannins behind, this is
incredibly youthful with the guts to keep yet equally approachable too. A great début.

“Quite a début.” “tasting it with food really made the wine shine”
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