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Like many other regions in Europe, 2020 in the Rhône was bakingly hot, yet the wines produced have a freshness and vibrancy 
not seen in the region for several years and, for us, this paradox defines 2020.  With such a great distance between the most 
northerly and southerly vineyards, vintage reports for the Rhône often appear to be describing two unrelated regions, but in 
2020 the conditions were universal – dry, hot, with sporadic rain leading to an early harvest.

The winter preceding the vintage was very wet, laying the foundations for the hot, dry summer to come. In common with 
much of France, spring was mild, leading to precocious growth, with budburst significantly earlier than usual; this advance was 
maintained throughout the summer and translated into a very early harvest. In the northern Rhône, there was some useful 
rain in May and June which refreshed the plants and allowed the leaves to keep photosynthesising; in the south the similarly 
helpful precipitation was in April and May.  There were no heatwaves or heat spikes in either the north or south, and generally 
night time temperatures were significantly cooler than in the day, giving the vines some respite from the heat.  Vines on less 
propitious soils suffered some heat stress but they were in the minority and those with deep roots and particularly those with 
clay subsoils managed the heat beautifully. Most of the growers describe 2020 as a stress-free year where the vigneron had very 
little to do until harvest time.

In terms of style, the wines of 2020 are fresher and more precise than those of the previous hot vintages like 2018 and 2019; 
alcohol levels are slightly lower and tannins are less intense, but the wines will have good longevity, although they will perhaps 
not be quite as long lived as the muscular 2019s.  The freshness has played out beautifully for the whites too, giving really lively, 
bright wines with good depth; they are much more interesting than their 2019 counterparts, many of which we chose not to 
offer last year, and are well worth seeking out.

To order, or for advice and assistance, please contact your salesperson
or call us on 01353 977 995

Terms and Conditions for En Primeur Purchases

Wines purchased “en primeur”, prior to being shipped, will be delivered up to 18 months after release, depending on the region.
2020 Rhônes will be shipped in Spring and Autumn 2022.

Prices for wines sold en primeur are quoted “in bond”, exclusive of UK Duty, VAT and onward delivery but including shipping. 
Payment terms are 30 days from date of invoice. Unless otherwise stated, prices quoted are per case of bottles (12x75cl or 6x75cl). 

Cancellation of an order for en primeur wines will be accepted by Private Cellar only if made within seven working days from receipt 
of your invoice, in writing, to: 57 High Street, Wicken, Cambridgeshire CB7 5XR.

Wines are offered subject to availability and may be subject to allocation. Please confirm your eventual delivery instructions at the 
time of your order.  When shipped, your wines can be delivered to you and you will be invoiced for Duty, delivery and VAT at the 
prevailing rate.  Alternatively, your wines can be stored in bond in the Private Cellar Reserves LLP account at the specialist wine 

storage facility,  London City Bond Eton Park, for an annual storage fee.

Orders for en primeur wines may be made by telephone, e-mail or post and confirmation of your order or allocation will be on the 
issue of our invoice.

Please visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for our full terms & conditions



The Southern Rhône

Côtes du Rhône Grande Réserve Blanc, Château Beauchêne 	 2021	 12 per case	 £80

25% Clairette, 25% Grenache Blanc, 25% Roussanne, 20% Marsanne, 5% Bourboulenc. 
Deep gold with a tight nose of rich, peachy fruit, fresh too, with more on these flavours on the palate, almost viscous and 
tactile, held in check with just enough acidity coming through at the end. Drink 2022 - 2024 

Château Beauchêne Viognier, Côtes du Rhône	 2021	 12 per case	 £95

Bright gold with a lovely floral nose, some white flowers, juicy with a distant hint of white peach, very juvenile on the palate 
with, again, this striking white peach note, apricot and a light bite of acidity on the finish. Drink 2022 - 2024

Châteauneuf du Pape Blanc, Vignobles de la Serrière 		  2020	 12 per case	 £198
Château Beauchêne

Pale with a gold glint and a nose of sweet white stone fruit, supple, pure and fresh, leading to a racy, fresh palate, bright with 
some peachy notes, apricots and russet apples behind, warm and waxy and going to a long, floral finish. Drink 2022 - 2025+

Le Pavillon du Château Beauchêne 	 bottles	 2020	 12 per case	 £70
Côtes du Rhône	 magnums		  6 per case	 £75

55% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre, 20% Cinsault; from vines up to 20 years old.
Bright ruby red with a deeply alluring nose of red berry fruit underscored by a distant smoky, leather note, leading to a soft, 
supple palate of red and black fruit, again smoky with a hint of violets, with tight ripe tannins behind, and going to a long, ripe 
finish. Absolutely delicious, as ever, and an absolute steal. Drink 2022 - 2025

Le Terroir, Côtes du Rhône	 bottles	 2020	 12 per case	 £98
Château Beauchêne	 magnums		  6 per case	 £115

70% Grenache, 25% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre; from 30 to 100 year old vines.
Deep in colour right to the rim with a nose of spiced black fruits, tight and juvenile, tarry and spiced, leading to a tightly fruited 
palate, loganberry and blackberry, again spiced, deep with a hint of leather, musky, with some supple but substantial tannins 
behind, dark, rich and long on the finish. This would appreciate a few years’ cellaring but it is so attractive already… 
Drink 2024 - 2029

Le Temps est Venu, Côtes du Rhône, Stéphane Ogier	 2020	 6 per case	 £50

60% Grenache with 40% Syrah; whole bunch fermentation in concrete tanks, aged for up to 10 months, no wood. 
Deep red black, not opaque, with a nose of crushed blackberries, some herby garrigue notes, wild thyme, fresh and bright 
leading to a palate of very sweet black fruit, again blackberries, almost creamed with ripe, structured tannins behind going to a 
spiced, raspberry-inflected finish. This punches so far above its category and price! Drink 2023 - 2026+

Vacqueyras Cuvée des Templiers 	 bottles	 2020	 12 per case	 £130
Domaine Le Clos des Cazaux	 magnums		  6 per case	 £140

A Syrah and Grenache blend, from 30 to 50 year old vines.
Deep red black, dense but not opaque, with a nose of spiced herby red fruits, tight and giving little away just now. On the 
palate, big black and red fruits, spice, herbs, with some musky notes, black olives even, super ripe with substantial tannins 
behind, lightly tempered by a very sweet fruit note, going to a tight, structured finish. Drink 2024 - 2029

Gigondas Tour Sarrazine	 bottles	 2020	 12 per case	 £150
Domaine Le Clos des Cazaux	 magnums		  6 per case	 £160

70% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 15% Mourvèdre, from 30 to 60 year old vines.
Deep in colour but still limpid and jewel-like; on the nose, again very tight with some spiced red and black fruits, tarry, but 
giving little away. On the palate, sweet black fruits on entry with more substantial tannins, some stony, mineral fruit too, big and 
structured with lots of spice and herbs on swirling, very precise and stylish going to a spiced, long finish. Wow, what an over-
achiever! Drink 2025 - 2032

	 £ per case
	 in bond

To order, or for advice and assistance, please contact your salesperson
or call us on 01353 977 995



Châteauneuf du Pape Vignobles de la Serrière, Château Beauchène	 2020	 12 per case	 £200

75% Grenache, 20% Syrah, 5% Mourvèdre; from 40 to 100 year old vines. 
Vibrant red black with a nose of creamed red and black fruits, tight with some distant spiced notes behind leading to a palate 
of creamed black fruits, floral, with notes of violets and red flowers, with substantial ripe tannins behind the fruit, spiced and 
rich and going to a long, layered finish. Superb! Drink 2025 - 2032

Châteauneuf du Pape Cuvée Tradition	 bottles	 2020	 12 per case	 £255
Domaine Font du Vent (Organic)	 magnums		  6 per case	 £265

70% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 10% Mourvèdre with the final 10% made up of Counoise, Cinsault, Terret Noir,  Vaccarèse, 
Clairette and Bourboulenc; very Châteauneuf! From 50 – 90 year old vines.
Vibrant red black to the rim, with some sweet black and red fruits, spiced with herby garrigue, some almost jammy notes too 
and a hint of leather. On the palate sweet blackberry fruit, big, plentiful ripe tannins, with layers of spice and fruit behind, some 
musky oriental notes and going to a sweet, ripe, substantial and structured finish. Very focused. Drink 2024 - 2032+

Gigondas Les Racines, Domaine Les Pallières	  	 2020 	 6 per case 	 £130
Domaines Brunier

80% Grenache, 15% Syrah/Cinsault, 5% Clairette
An attractive nose of fresh, pure raspberry and strawberry fruit, a hint of sweet spice. On the palate, the sweet summer fruit 
flavours follow through with a core of darker fruit, ripe black cherries, herbs with some earthy notes. There is a lovely texture, 
with bright acidity, underpinned by ripe but present tannins and going to a long mineral-infused finish with some notes of 
Christmas spice at the end. Drink 2023 - 2030.

Châteauneuf du Pape	 bottles	 2020	 6 per case	 £255
Domaine du Vieux Télégraphe	 magnums		  3 per case	 £260

60% Grenache, 20% Syrah, 20% Mourvèdre; some of the fruit from the oldest vines is fermented as whole bunch. 
Intense, black-skinned fruit on the nose with some earthy, spice notes and sweet liquorice and a hint of garrigue behind. Dark, 
brooding fruit on the palate, concentrated and ripe but pure, mineral and fresh too, full-bodied and underpinned by ripe, 
structured tannins. This wine has poise and is beautifully balanced with notes of herbs, menthol and chocolate on the long, 
lingering finish. Drink 2024 - 2038

Châteauneuf du Pape, Domaine du Vieux Télégraphe scored 96/100 when tasted by Rhône expert Matt Walls*
“Full, generous and broad.  Acids are bright and vibrant, and there’s a fine but dense weft of tannins through the wine. Great energy 

and salinity this year, this is particularly fine and balanced, with plenty of concentration and a long finish.  All from La Crau and 
fermented in tronconic wood barrels. Élevage in foudre. Oldest Grenache bunches aren’t destemmed.”

Continues with the Northern Rhône on the following pages...

	 £ per case
	 in bond

Château Beauchêne



The Northern Rhône

Viognier de Rosine, IGP Collines Rhodaniennes 		  2020	 6 per case	 £92
Domaine Stéphane Ogier

Pale water white with a gorgeously alluring nose of white flowers, almond blossom, peachy, but not overdone, with a tight 
mineral note too, leading to a very similar palate, soft and supple with light acidity behind and going to a lovely peachy, floral, 
apricot finish. This will give instant satisfaction to all viognier lovers. Drink 2022 - 2024

Condrieu L’Octroi, Domaine Pierre Gaillard	 2020	 6 per case	 £170

Pale gold with a glorious nose of peachy white stone fruit, floral, mineral, with some distant greengage notes too; really alluring 
and less weighty than in other hot years, perfumed with a distant lime note. On the palate, super sweet on entry, with luscious 
white stone fruits, which almost feel candied but then a zip of acidity comes in behind, and again the citrus note, really fresh 
and racy on the finish, vibrant. Drink 2022 - 2027+

Condrieu La Combe de Malleval, Domaine Stéphane Ogier 	 2020	 6 per case	 £195

Pale gold with green glint with rich and leafy white stone fruits on the nose, a hint of green leaf too, waxy and stony, leading to 
a fresh, vibrant palate, with juicy white stone fruits, apricot, lightly mineral too, growing in volume on the palate to a beautifully 
fresh and vibrant finish with lovely balance. Stunning and poised. Drink 2023 - 2026+

Condrieu La Combe de Malleval scored 96/100 when tasted by Rhône expert Matt Walls*
Round, generous, tangy and sappy in style, yet it retains its freshness. More depth than many this year, but no excess weight, alcohol 

or oak.  All vinified in Stockinger demi-muids, 40% new, malolatic completed.

St Joseph Les Côtes, Domaine Vincent Paris	 2020	 6 per case	 £95

Sweet black fruit on the nose, spiced and layered with herbs and charry morello cherry notes. On the palate, gorgeous 
autumnal fruit flavours, nicely concentrated, sweet and generous with lovely, fresh acidity, silky, fine tannins and a long finish, 
tinged with spices and garrigue. Drink 2023 - 2028

St Joseph Clos Cuminaille, Domaine Pierre Gaillard	 2020	 6 per case	 £105

Deep red black, vibrant and not opaque with a nose of creamed black fruits – black cherry, some black berry – perfumed, 
musky and so very primary, with some smoky, thyme notes behind. On the palate, succulent black fruit and then a sterner 
structure comes through, with fine ripe tannins and marked acidity underscoring the creamed black fruits. Really fresh and 
fruited, with lovely perfume behind, going to a long, evolving finish. Superb. Drink 2024 - 2030

Cornas Granit 30, Domaine Vincent Paris	 2020	 6 per case	 £125

An attractive nose of dark fruit, highly spiced and notes of fresh herbs and some flinty notes too. Fresh and pure fruit flavours 
on the palate, black cherries, linear with soft, ripe tannins. Harmonious with a lovely concentration, fruit compote at the core, 
spice and pepper and going to a long, evolving finish. Delicious wine. Drink 2023 - 2028+

Cornas Granit 30 scored 93/100 when blind tasted by Rhône expert Matt Walls*
Very herbal, with leafy herbs like tarragon alongside woody herbs such as rosemary. Blueberry and liquorice too. Middleweight style, 
good concentration of fresh, juicy berry fruit and good persistence. Fresh, intense, gently saline and well-balanced.  A good value pick 

this year. From 10-year-old vines, all destemmed.

Cornas, Domaine Pierre Gaillard	 2020	 6 per case	 £145

Deep red black, not opaque, with a nose of tight soured black fruits, fruits de forêt, with just a slight feral note behind; warm and 
alluring, yet tight too. On the palate, more overt black fruits, nicely tart, some floral notes too with a hint of spice and herby 
garrigue notes, and not lush or creamed as may be expected from a hot year, supported by fine tannins, well structured and 
needing a bit more time to come together, leaving a mouthwatering finish. Drink 2025 - 2032+

Continued....

	 £ per case
	 in bond



Cornas Les Barcillants, Les Vins de Vienne	 2020	 6 per case	 £145

Inkily dark right to the rim, semi-opaque, looking like newly pressed juice. What a fabulous nose from the off! Crushed black 
fruits, tactile, velvety and perfumed with some violets, and a smoky hint too. On the palate more of the same with a lick of new 
oak, spiced green oak, with massive ripe tannins behind, a hint of white pepper and some floral notes going to a long, poised, 
tactile finish. So much going on here. Drink 2025 - 2034

Côte Rôtie Les Essartailles, Les Vins de Vienne	 2020	 6 per case	 £180

Incredibly deep and dark in colour with a focused, brambly black fruit nose, some cedar, ripe plums, alluring yet forbidding at 
the same time with a distant spiced note. On the palate more supple fruit, very alluring yet lots of structured fine, ripe tannins 
behind, some Christmas spice with supple red berries, and going to a rich, ripe, floral-infused finish. This is a must-buy. 
Drink 2025 - 2035

Cornas Granit 60, Domaine Vincent Paris	 2020	 6 per case	 £180

50 year old vines on steep slopes, 70% destemmed and no pigeage; 16 months in older barrels.
A more complex, earthy and intensely black fruited nose. The palate is packed with ripe, black-skinned fruit, damson and 
cherry with earthy, mineral and saline notes, herby too, layered and deep with powerful but ripe tannins making their presence 
felt, but the freshness of fruit that so characterises this vintage runs through the wine. It has a long, lingering and satisfying 
finish and is undoubtedly a fine wine in the making. Drink 2024 - 2034

Cornas Granit 60 scored 95/100 when blind tasted by Rhône expert Matt Walls*
There are herbal depths here, but they’re currently filled by the intense, powerful berry fruits. Medium- to full-bodied, this has good 
concentration and intensity of fruit, coupled with powerful but very ripe tannin. There’s good energy here, the wine is upright and 

not as soft and easy-going as some other Cornas this year. Great vitality and salinity, this is well-balanced, fresh and classically 
Cornas.  A satisfying and energising wine with a long finish. 50-year-old vines on very steep slopes, 70% destemmed. No pigeage, 

natural yeasts, then spending 16 months in two to eight-year-old barrels.

Cornas La Geynale, Domaine Vincent Paris	 2020	 6 per case	 £230

100 year old vines, no destemming; 16 months in older barrels.
A gorgeous nose of warmed dark fruit, sweet and saline with wet stone and garrigue notes. On the palate, so fresh, so precise, 
packed with layers of mineral-infused yet sumptuous black-skinned fruits with hints of dried petals and herbs. Mouth-coating 
with a velvety texture, held together with ripe but structured tannins going to a long and perfumed finish. Drink 2028 - 2040

Cornas La Geynale scored 98/100 when blind tasted by Rhône expert Matt Walls* 
A wine that fizzes and sparks with crackling berry fruits and dried herbs. Full-bodied but not massive in the mouth, this has soaring 
power and energy. Perfectly balanced, with searing, mouth-coating, super-fine tannin.  A wine like a thunder crack that takes you by 
surprise, it shocks the palate. Long finish. This is an exceptional vintage for Vincent Paris. 100-year-old vines. No destemming. Five-
day cold maceration, then fermented with wild yeasts. Twice daily remontage, no punching down, then aged for 16 months in two 

to eight-year-old barriques. Grown on the granite slopes of lieu-dit La Geynale, one of the finest of the appellation.

* Matt Walls’ tasting notes are published on Decanter.com. The Vincent Paris wines were blind tasted at Rhône Valley, 01 Oct 2021
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	 in bond

To order, or for advice and assistance, please contact your salesperson
or call us on 01353 977 995


