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CHATEAU LA CoNNIVENCE, PoMEROL 202 |

With just one and a half hectares to its name, La Connivence remains particularly discreet, a wine for those in
the know. For some, the lack of reassurance from the wine trade press is a concern, but for Alexandre de Malet
Roquefort PR isn’t something he actively courts — he isn’t looking for high scores from renowned publications,
preferring instead to focus on good distribution to wine enthusiasts who wants to drink and enjoy excellent
Pomerol.

The vineyard is at the eastern end of the appellation, close to Libourne, where it benefits from the latent city heat
but also, being relatively low lying, is prone to frost so Alexandre prunes late in order to reduce his exposure. He
has also planted myriad small trees across the vineyard to help protect the vines, as well as providing a habitat

for birds and bats who eat any predatory insects. As owner of the significantly larger Chateau la Gaffeliere in

St Emilion, La Connivence acts as his laboratory to try new techniques before rolling them out into his other
vineyards, and he has been delighted with the results.

In 2021, in common with everyone else, the vineyard team had their work cut out in the early part of the season
to ensure that mildew didn’t take hold, requiring multiple passes through the vineyard. In mid-July the weather
improved and warmed up significantly, with no heat spikes, and the good weather held essentially until harvest
which was late by recent standards, in the second half of September. The brand new cellar is a brilliant combination
of the old and new — concrete tanks and new wood, with a bit of stainless steel too — resulting in a very modern
style of Pomerol. The first vintage was in 2008, made in a rented cellar, and having their own dedicated chai has
allowed the wines to grow in gravitas and complexity. We can’t recommend them highly enough.

Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW

October 2022
£ per case
in bond
La Belle Connivence, Pomerol 2021 6 per case £215

70% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Franc

Vibrant purple in colour with a nose of sweet, almost chocolatey black fruit, creamy, crunchy and velvety at the
same time; on the palate, gorgeously sweet, plummy, juicy black fruit, rich and intense, with racy acidity behind,
spiced and going to a long, plump finish — so very different from other Pomerols!

Chateau La Connivence, Pomerol 2021 6 per case £695

75% Merlot, 25% Cabernet Franc

Beautiful deep purple with a nose of rich grilled dark fruit, black plums and damson, some spice, creamy and floral,
leading to a mouth-watering palate of plush red and black fruits with substantial, supple tannins behind, spiced and
linear with a lovely mineral core and going to a long, cool, racy, structured finish. Very fine indeed.

To order call 01353 721 999 or email orders@privatecellar.co.uk

Prices in this offer are quoted in bond and this wine will be shipped in the Spring of 2024.
Private Cellar’s en primeur terms and conditions of sale apply. E&OE.



