
Clos Cantenac and Château Séraphine

the Krajewski family wines

2021 vintage release

In 2021, more than any recent year in Bordeaux, it was important to know your vines inside out, to be on the 
ground ready to anticipate and react to weather events and vineyard pressures with precision and speed. With 
just 6 hectares at Clos Cantenac and 2.3 hectares at Château Séraphine, Charlotte Krajewski was perfectly 
placed to do just that. Working almost in a Burgundian fashion – checking the vines several times a day, 
deploying candles to combat frost and dealing with an unusual cicadel bug explosion – Charlotte’s 7th vintage 
at Clos Cantenac and 5th at Château Séraphine has produced three lovely wines, albeit in smaller volumes 
than last year (the yield at Clos Cantenac was down by roughly 50%).

Our regular buyers of Clos Cantenac will know that the vineyards are planted predominantly to Merlot, on 
gentle southwest facing slopes. The soils range from clay and limestone to deep gravel and the grapes are hand 
harvested in several passes to ensure that only the best fruit arrives at the winery. The investment in financial 
terms, but more importantly in people and time in this vintage, really shows – Charlotte has made two 
deliciously drinkable wines here, and it’s little wonder that Petit Cantenac has earned a spot in Matthew Jukes’ 
Ten “great value” 2021 En Primeur red Bordeaux list for MoneyWeek. 

In Pomerol, Château Séraphine is firmly in the spotlight for collectors and journalists, with strong sales around 
the world resulting in increasingly smaller allocations. Séraphine comes from old Merlot vines grown in a 
northern plot of the Mazèyres vineyard and younger Cabernets in Plince, closer to the cellar. As with Clos 
Cantenac, the grapes are hand harvested by an experienced team with parcels vinified separately, according 
to plot, planting, age of vines and manual selection. In 2021, Charlotte told us that they carried out additional 
separate harvests according to high vigour and low vigour vines and used drones in the vineyard to ascertain 
when the fruit was just right for harvest.

When we visited Charlotte, Martin and Nicolette Krajewski to taste the wines in April, we asked why there 
had been so little news about the vintage in the run up to the campaign. Their view is that the wines speak 
for themselves, they are a return to a more traditional style, away from the blockbuster, high alcohol wines of 
recent years and, having tasted, we can certainly confirm their quality and attention to detail. The wines taste 
and look beautiful and will provide excellent drinking in the mid-term. They are definitely worthy of a place in 
your cellar.

To place an order and for advice and guidance, 
please call us on 01353 721 999

Château Séraphine, Pomerol Clos Cantenac, Grand Cru St Emilion



	 Petit Cantenac	 2021	 12 bottles	 £190
	 Grand Cru St Emilion		  6 magnums	 £200
			   1 double magnum	 £75
			   1 imperial	 £145

85% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc, 5% Cabernet Sauvignon, 13.5% abv

Very pretty colour, deep purple velvet, not opaque with lovely ripe, sweet black fruit on the nose, 
spiced, creamy red fruit, very expressive. On the palate, sweet brambly fruit, berries and cherries, 
attractive, creamy and fresh, bright with some blue fruit notes too. Medium weight with ripe 
supporting tannins this is easy and floral. Charlotte has used 30% new oak here, compared the 
normal 40%, to respect the vintage. Nicely done. Drink 2024 - 2030

	 Clos Cantenac	 2021	 12 bottles	 £325
	 Grand Cru St Emilion		  6 magnums	 £335
			   1 double magnum	 £120
			   1 imperial	 £240

95% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Franc, 13% abv

Slightly denser colour and shier on the nose than Petit Cantenac at first, opening up to darker 
fruit, damsons and cream, leafy and a compote note too. More intense on the palate with ripe 
berry fruit, blueberries, compote and fresh red berries, typically Clos Cantenac, lighter in body than 
previous years with ripe supporting tannins and crisp balancing acidity going to a lingering finish. 
This will give a lot of pleasure. 40% new oak here compared to the usual 50%. Drink 2026-2035

	 Château Séraphine	 2021	 6 bottles	 £575
	 Pomerol		  3 magnums	 £575
			   1 double magnum	 £440
			   1 imperial	 £760
  

95% Merlot, 5% Cabernet Franc, 13% abv
Beautiful dense velvety purple, opaque, really inviting with creamy damson and blue and black 
skinned fruit on the nose, intense with wood spice. A small amount of Cabernet Franc is included 
in the blend for the first time, from young vines planted in 2016. Powerful fruit on the palate, 
spiced with some cinnamon notes, floral and lifted, deep damson and blue fruits on the palate, hints 
of oak (40% new this year with 5% amphora) but a lovely cool elegance to the wine, clean and 
fresh on the finish, with light Asiatic spice, fresh and evolving. A satisfying and very fine wine.
Drink 2026-2035

We tasted these wines in March 2022 in Pomerol, with Charlotte, Martin and Nicolette Krajewski
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To order, please call us on 01353 721 999

finewine@privatecellar.co.uk

	 £ per case
	 in bond, London


