
The Mitjavile Family Wines 2020
Our annual visit to Tertre Roteboeuf is always one of the most anticipated by the team – lightning speed commentary from 
François Mitjavile, covering all the crucial elements for his wines, not necessarily related to vineyards or winemaking, together 
with the Stygian gloom of the cellar combine to give not only an atmospheric tasting but more importantly an insight into a 
unique style of wine. In the absence of travel, yet again, we have been reduced to gleaning fragments of the story from phone 
calls and emails, a poor replacement for the normal stream-of-consciousness information but the tasting samples lined up 
before us, with their unique aromas and flavours, magically transport us straight back to the St Emilion cellar.

François and his winemaking daughter, Nina, like their fruit to be at the peak of ripeness, tipping towards over-ripeness, in 
order to achieve the full potential of their grapes in terms of flavours, tannin and acidity, and this gives their wines a savoury 
plumpness and structure which sets them apart from their neighbours. In 2020, they began their harvest on 21st September, 
the earliest François can recall, with perfectly ripe fruit which had been encouraged to finish ripening by September rains. In 
the Côtes de Bourg, always slower to ripen, harvesting at Domaine and Roc de Cambes began some 10 days later. The wines 
are, as ever, rich and lush without being over the top, with fine-tuned tannins and a beautiful freshness of fruit, deceptively 
approachable already yet demanding a few years before reaching their best.
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Domaine de Cambes, Bordeaux	 2020	 6 per case	 £185 per case in bond

80% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc.
Dense red black to the rim; on the nose – ah, paradise! – big, ripe to almost over-ripe notes, warmed black fruits, mineral with 
toasty oak notes, grilled, with really substantial fruits behind but mostly warm rather than fresh, floral. On the palate floral 
black fruits with a hint of liquorice, with fine ripe tannins behind, dense but with a lovely mineral zip of freshness and a long, 
rich finish. Drink 2026-2036+

Roc de Cambes, Côtes de Bourg	 2020	 6 per case	 £260 per case in bond

85% Merlot, 15% Cabernet Franc.
Deep red black to the rim, semi-opaque, with a nose of perfectly ripe black fruits, substantial, tarry, perfumed and floral too, 
super-alluring with mulberry notes, grilled and rich. Gorgeous fruit on the palate, dense and layered, intense with big, ripe 
tannins, perfumed and again verging on being over-ripe but reining it in at the last minute. Rich, tarry and intense on the finish, 
almost savoury, with gritty black fruits, really gorgeous. Yes please! Drink 2029-2040

Tertre Roteboeuf, Grand Cru St Emilion	 2020	 6 per case	 £790 per case in bond

85% Merlot, 15% Cabernet Franc.
Deep red black, not opaque, with a nose of sweet, velvety black fruit, underbrush, earthy and mineral, perfumed too, really 
alluring and come-hither; some sloe fruit, grilled with a hint of mocha. The palate opens with a massive hit of black fruits, with 
smooth tarry notes, leather, mocha, grilled and dense, semi-exotic black fruits, mulberry, perfumed, oriental spices, some vanilla 
too, but not oaky. Rich and elegant, it feels like it is going to be a monster and then comes in calmly with super ripe tannins 
and fresh acidity on the end, beautifully balanced with no one element dominating. This is deceptively appealing but will make 
fine old bones too. Drink 2027-2040+

Large formats are available on request
These wines are offered per case, in bond, subject to availability, and will be shipped in the Spring of 2023.

Private Cellar’s en primeur terms and conditions of sale apply.

Call 01353 721 999 to order


