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SPRINGFONTEIN - EXTREME WINEMAKING
Limited Edition wines from South Africa

Having tasted Springfontein’s esoteric, even exotic, single vineyard wines at the winery over the past few years, I feared being 
teased by the Private Cellar team for chasing intellectual wines – it wouldn’t be the first time – but when we offered our 
miniscule allocations last spring we promptly sold out. We are therefore delighted to be able to offer now the new iterations from 
Springfontein’s extraordinarily skilled and talented winemaker, Tariro Masayiti.

During my last visit the winery was crammed full of bubbling cauldrons of micro-fermentations, ranging from whole bunch 
fermented Viognier to whole bunch Chenin with botrytis (the good, Sauternes rot) to Syrah made from partly dried grapes. Tariro 
is not only not afraid of challenging accepted wisdom or techniques, he positively relishes pushing the boundaries of what both 
he and the vineyards can produce; he calls it extreme winemaking, and some of these wines qualify for the designation of ‘natural 
wine’. He accepts that, at some stage, something may not turn out quite as he expects, however at present and from what we have 
seen and tasted, his hit rate has remained unsullied at 100%.

The wines are split into two ranges – Daredevils’ Drums, where the more extreme winemaking techniques are brought into 
play, and Limestone Rocks, which, as the name suggests, is from vines grown on limestone. There is not a lot of limestone in the 
Winelands of South Africa but in Walker Bay, east of Hermanus, there is a very prominent ridge of ancient limestone running 
right through the middle of Springfontein’s vineyards, never far from the surface. This brings a depth of flavour and an ethereal 
note to the wines without the brute power which clay or other more mineral soils would bring, and hence a very different style 
to the Daredevils’ Drums wines. The names of the Limestone Rocks wines play on the ‘Rocks’ and all the wines are named after 
famous songs which the owners felt best represented the wines themselves. It is hard to resist humming the tunes as you taste the 
wines…

We have a very small allocation of both of these ranges, which are offered in bond, subject to remaining unsold. To order, please 
call us on 01353 721 999.

Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW
June 2018

Important Shipping Information

Wines marked as Shipping date A will leave Cape Town in July; wines marked as Shipping date B will leave 
Cape Town in late Autumn / early Winter 2018.

Private Cellar’s en primeur terms & conditions apply; for more information visit www.privatecellar.co.uk.

To order please call 01353 721 999

- SINGLE VINEYARD WINES -

Jil’s Dune Chenin Blanc                                          	 A	 2015	 6 per case	 £83
100% Chenin Blanc; barrel fermented in 60% new oak, 40% second fill oak. Deep gold, vibrant to the rim, with a nose of rich waxy, 
floral white fruit, smoky and very alluring, with lovely white flowers behind. On the palate rich and again waxy, grilled and toasty 
packed with white floral fruit, intense and racy, with honey and almost crème brulée notes and some citrus too, going to a long, 
fresh and vibrant finish. Hugely drinkable! Drink 2018 - 2020

Jonathan’s Ridge Pinotage	 A	 2014	 6 per case	 £83
Silver Medal Winner in the Old Mutual Trophy Wine Show 2018. 100% Pinotage; barrel aged in 60% new oak, 40% second fill 
oak. Deep purple black right to the rim, really intense and vibrant in colour with a nose of plummy, spiced black fruits, dense and 
savoury, some earthy notes, leading to a palate of rich black Morello cherry fruit, intense and ripe, tarry and rich, really stylish with 
brilliant expression, toasty and grilled, sweet and sour with tamarind notes, yet gorgeously fresh and floral on the finish. 
Drink 2018 - 2023

Continued overleaf...



- DAREDEVILS’ DRUMS -

Juices Untamed Chardonnay, Daredevils’ Drums	 A	 2016	 6 per case	 £68
100% Chardonnay, barrel-fermented in new wood using wild (indigenous) yeast. Deepish gold with a very tight nose, some 
perfume and almost oriental spice, nutmeg, leading to a less easy to define palate initially, saline, or even salty with a lightly vegetal 
note, rich with big structure and even some tannins, bright acidity and only a trace of new wood behind going to a buttery, grilled, 
long finish. Definitely ‘out there’ and pushing the boundaries, but a great wine. Drink 2018 - 2020

Blushes Inverse Pinotage Blanc, Daredevils’ Drums	 A	 2017	 6 per case	 £68
25% in new oak, 75% in three year old barrels. Incredibly pale, the colour of clear apple juice. On the nose tight chalky white 
fruit, some floral notes but quite substantial, fresh, focused, rich and creamy leading to an equally rich palate with intense, creamy 
white fruits, really tasty and different, with lovely depth and a long finish with a light bite of tannins. A fascinating wine and oh so 
delicious. Dare to try something new! Drink 2018 - 2020

Mashes Extreme, Daredevils’ Drums	 B	 2016	 6 per case	 £68
This will be shipped with the Gadda da Vida in early 2019. 50% in new wood, 50% in one year old barrels. Deep red black right 
to the rim with a nose of leafy black fruit, very intense, tarry, with crushed fresh black fruits, and tactile – if that’s possible on 
the nose. On the palate tight black fruits, leafy and vibrant, with notes of smooth blackcurrant and some toasty new wood with 
substantial tannins behind, lovely and rich with a long, satisfying finish. A big wine. Drink 2020 - 2024

Bunches Broken, Daredevils’ Drums	 B	 2016	 6 per case	 £68
Gold Medal Winner in the Old Mutual Trophy Wine Show 2018. 100% new oak, with fruit partially dried on the vine by cracking 
the stem of the bunch, thereby limiting the water availability; yields are low, sugars high, but the wine is fermented out to total 
dryness. Vibrant red black, not dense, with a nose of proper Syrah fruit, Rhône-like, tarry with hints of roses and leather, violets 
too, leading to more of the same on the palate with beautiful red fruits, rich and intense, floral, tight, with a lovely bite of acidity 
behind the savoury leathery fruit and deliciously fresh too, a really lovely wine, with a note of dark chocolate on the finish. 
Drink 2019 - 2023

- LIMESTONE ROCKS -

Dark Side of the Moon, Limestone Rocks	 A	 2015	 6 per case	 £113
43% Chenin Blanc; 38% Pinotage, 19% Chardonnay. 100% new barrel fermented. Deep gold in colour with a floral nose with a 
touch of marzipan behind, some grilled notes and a hint of orange zest. On the palate warm white fruits with some floral notes, 
scarcely marked by the oak, a touch of honey and a rounded, vanilla infused finish. Drink 2018 - 2020

Whole Lotta Love, Limestone Rocks	 B	 2015	 6 per case	 £113
50% Pinotage, 25% Shiraz and 25% Petit Verdot; 100% new wood. Deep, dense black red to the rim, with a nose of soft red and 
black berry fruit, some tarry notes with big toasty wood. Intense and vibrant on the palate, really broad with tight red berry fruit, 
mouth-wateringly juicy and layered, with substantial ripe tannins behind and a real freshness and minerality on the finish. Stunning. 
Drink 2019 - 2025

Child in Time, Limestone Rocks	 B	 2015	 6 per case	 £113
85% Petit Verdot, 15% Pinotage, 100% new barrels. Impenetrably dark, the colour of purple velvet, with a gorgeously perfumed 
nose of rich red and black fruit, some tarry and almost earthy notes layered with ripe damsons and mulberry, really exotic, leading 
to a palate of fresh black fruit, racier than the nose implies, again perfumed with a hint of roses, with big, supple tannins behind, 
going to a long, ripe, developing finish. Lingers and grows on the palate. Superb. Drink 2019 - 2025

Gadda da Vida, Limestone Rocks	 A	 2013	 6 per case	 £113
Winner of The Terroir Award for the best South African Pinotage and the best South African red wine, we managed to extract a 
small allocation from the winery before it sold out. 85% Pinotage, 15% Petit Verdot, 100% new wood. Deep dark purple right to 
the rim, opaque, with a nose of dark chocolate, mocha, with some grilled coffee notes, intense and layered, really attractive with 
some sour black cherry fruit too; rich on the palate, intense and ripe, concentrated, with racy big acidity and substantial tannins 
behind, supple, sweet and tarry with new wood behind going to a super-long finish. Distinctly edible! Drink 2019 - 2026

Wines are offered in bond, subject to availability and may be allocated. Wines marked as Shipping date A will leave  
Cape Town in July; wines marked as Shipping date B will leave Cape Town in late Autumn / early Winter 2018.

Private Cellar’s en primeur terms & conditions apply; for more information visit www.privatecellar.co.uk.

To order please call 01353 721 999
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