
Insignia 2013
~ Serendipity ~

Hot on the heels of the brilliant 2012 vintage, Insignia 2013 looks to have even more of the right ingredients 
to make it a legendary wine. For the team at Joseph Phelps Vineyards to have such a stunning harvest to coincide 
with the 40th anniversary of their first bottling is nothing short of serendipity. 
The 2013 growing season in Napa was one of the best in recent memory, slightly warmer than the excellent 
2012 and with lower than average rainfall, coupled with fine summer weather, which meant that the grapes were 
well ahead of the usual ripening schedule. Cool nights throughout the summer ensured that the vines were not 
tired by the heat, resulting in an appealing freshness and purity underscoring the ripe fruit, the clincher for any 
top notch vintage. The harvest for Insignia began on 13th September and finished on 15th October.
2014 saw another fine growing season, with a mild winter and plentiful rain to replenish the water table. Bud 
break was several weeks earlier than in 2013, followed by a gentle, consistent summer with none of the heat 
spikes which frequently mark Californian summers, enabling the fruit to reach peak maturity earlier than normal 
and with incredible uniformity between the different vineyard plots.
Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW
September 2016

Joseph Phelps Insignia, Napa Valley 	 2013	 bottles	 6 per case	 14.5%	 £750
		  magnums	3 per case		

88% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot, 3% Merlot, 3% Malbec and 1% Cabernet Franc;
100% Estate grown fruit; 24 months in 100% new French oak
Deep purple black, opaque to the rim, with a nose of sweet, tarry black fruit, dense and tactile, very rich, leading to a palate of intense 
black-skinned fruits – blueberry, blackberry, even some mulberry – with massive yet supple tannins behind, rich and tarry with a distant 
spiced note, fresh and scarcely marked by oak. Wow – what a wine! Drink 2024 – 2050+

Joseph Phelps Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley 	 2014	 bottles	 6 per case	 14.5%	 £250
		  magnums	3 per case		

84% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% Merlot, 4% Petit Verdot, 2% Malbec and 2% Cabernet Franc
100% Estate grown fruit; 18 months in 45% new (55% French, 45% American) and 55% two-year-old French and American barrels
Deep red black, virtually opaque to the rim, with a deliciously overt nose of black fruit with the trademark coconut, spicy American oak 
notes to the fore in its youth; on the palate substantial black fruit, rich and intense, sweetly spiced with supple, ripe tannins behind, going to 
a long and toasty finish. Deceptively approachable but will keep and evolve beautifully too. Drink 2018 – 2030

To order, please call us on 01353 721 999 or contact your salesperson

These wines will be shipped for delivery in December 2016. Prices in this offer are per case, in bond London and Duty, VAT and delivery
are payable when your wines are released for delivery to your home address. Private Cellar’s terms & conditions apply,

please visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for more details

			   £ per case
			   in bond

Robert Parker’s The Wine Advocate - Insignia 2013 (96-100) Points
This could turn out even better than the 2012, although the final judgment will have to take place from bottle.

An amazing, inky purple color offers up notes of pen ink, white flowers, blueberry and blackberry liqueur. Nicely coiled, its tense, but rich and 
extracted palate is full-bodied with layers of concentrated fruit, well-integrated wood, acidity and tannin, and a finish of a good 40-45 seconds. 

This stunner should hit its prime in 5-6 years and last 30-40 years.”
October 2015, erobertparker.com


