
Germany – the latest spine-tingling releases of Riesling and Pinot Noir

The new generation of winemakers in Germany has wrought seismic changes in both vineyards and cellars, 
successfully attracting a more curious, open-minded audience. Although the spotlight remains on white 
wines, with the emphasis rightly on Riesling in a wider range of styles than in previous decades, there is a 
growing understanding that Germany is home to some particularly successful Pinot Noir, especially in the 
more southerly regions. Spätburgunder, to give it its correct name, is beginning to give Burgundy a run for 
its money, with incredibly precise, poised, well-structured wines.

The introduction of the Grosses Gewächs category has been a game-changer for producers focused on 
quality. It is site-specific, similar to a Grand Cru designation, however it is administered by a group of 
producers, the VDP, rather than being formal German wine law. The rules are precise – yields are capped at 
50 hectolitres per hectare (compared to 100 + on less prestigious sites), the wines have to be fermented 
to dryness and they must be harvested by hand; they may only be released on 1st September on the year 
following the harvest, although some growers, such as Reichsrat von Buhl, like to give them extra time on 
the lees for added complexity, releasing in the second September since harvest. Finally, and unusually for 
German wines, only the vineyard name appears on the label, not the village name, alongside the initials GG.

We are delighted to be offering von Buhl’s Grosses Gewächs from 2020, Dönnhoff’s 2021s and some stunning 
2020 Pinot Noirs from Jean Stodden in the Ahr, miraculously pulled from the devastating floods of last year.

Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW September 2022

Reichsrat von Buhl, Pfalz
Ungeheuer Grosses Gewächs	 2020	 6 per case	 £150 ib

Freundstück Grosses Gewächs	 2020	 6 per case 	 £150 ib

Jesuitengarten Grosses Gewächs	 2020	 6 per case 	 £185 ib

Kirchenstück Grosses Gewächs	 2020	 6 per case	 £370 ib

Weingut Dönnhoff, Nahe
Tonschiefer Riesling Trocken 	 2021	 6 per case 	 £92 ib

Oberhäuser Leistenberg Riesling Kabinett 	 2021	 6 per case	 £95 ib

Kreuznacher Kahlenberg Riesling Trocken 	 2021	 6 per case 	 £130 ib

Krötenpfuhl Riesling Grosses Gewächs 	 2021	 6 per case	 £210 ib

£ per case in bond 

To order call 01353 721 999 or email orders@privatecellar.co.uk



Höllenpfad im Mühlenberg Riesling Grosses Gewächs 	 2021	 6 per case	 £255 ib

Felsenberg ‘Felsentürmchen’ Riesling Grosses Gewächs 	 2021	 6 per case	 £255 ib

Dellchen Riesling Grosses Gewächs 	 2021	 6 per case	 £290 ib

Hermannshöhle Riesling Grosses Gewächs 	 2021	 6 per case	 £320 ib

Weingut Jean Stodden, Ahr
Spätburgunder Pegel 735 	 2020	 6 per case	 £180 ib

Spätburgunder Rescued by H.O. 	 2020 	 6 per case	 £285 ib

Alexander die Grossen 	 2020 	 6 per case	 £495 ib

A wooden box with one bottle of all three Flood wines		  3 per case	 £180 ib

Reichsrat von Buhl, Pfalz
The von Buhl estate dates from 1849, formed at the 
splitting up of the larger Jordan estate, and it remained in 
family hands until 1952. With no young to inherit, it passed 
to a family friend but languished, and much of its 200 
hectares of vineyards and woodland was sold off. In 2005 
businessman Achim Niederberger bought the remaining 
land, some 56 hectares, of which nearly half are qualified as 
Erste Lage (essentially premier cru) or Grosse Lage (grand 
cru), and they farm according to organic principles.

The 2020 vintage was rated ‘very good’ by the German Wine Institute, with a frost in more northerly 
regions in early May which left the Pfalz unscathed. The summer was long and hot, so the harvest started 
relatively early, in August, although the weather was so fine that growers could choose the optimum 
moment to pick.

Ungeheuer Grosses Gewächs	 2020	 6 per case	 £150

5.63 hectares on sandstone & basalt over clay with limestone bedrock. Bright gold with a nose of fresh, ripe and 
bright fruits, some green leaf notes, a very distant, distinctive Riesling petrol note and lots of white flowers. Bright and 
fresh again on the palate, juicy and floral with a hint of sherbet going to a racy, bright finish. Drink 2022 - 2026

£ per case in bond 

To order call 01353 721 999 or email orders@privatecellar.co.uk
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Freundstück Grosses Gewäch	 2020	 6 per case 	 £150
1.6 hectares (out of an appellation of just 3.53 hectares), on sandy clay with limestone scree and basalt. Deeper gold 
with a nose of gorgeously leafy, petrolly white fruits with a hint of lime flower, leading to a bright, fresh palate, floral 
and almost sweet, super ripe, really intense with racy, lime fruit on the long, lively finish. Lovely depth too. Drink 2022 
- 2027

Jesuitengarten Grosses Gewächs	 2020	 6 per case 	 £185
1.82 hectares on sandy clay and sandstone gravel with basalt. Paler with a more intense nose, flinty and almost floral, 
rich and dense, spiced, leading to a palate of lovely, racy fresh fruit, juicy and peachy, truly vibrant, a wine which needs 
a bit more time to show its true colours. Fabulous. Drink 2024 - 2029 

Kirchenstück Grosses Gewächs	 2020	 6 per case	 £370
0.87 hectares, a walled vineyard within the 3.6 hectare appellation; only half currently in production as it was 
replanted in 2018. Deep and golden with a glorious nose redolent of petrolly Riesling, white fruits, rich and intense, 
leading to a floral palate, again rich and intense, layered and almost peachy, with a superbly long finish. Gorgeous – 
what a yummy wine! Drink 2024 - 2030

Weingut Dönnhoff, Nahe
From a perch on a lofty look-out above the river Nahe, it
is fascinating to see how beautifully delineated the Dönnhoff 
vineyards are, a picture postcard of golden vines below 
showing just how important the river is, how the gradient 
and aspect of the slope determine the flavours in the 
finished wines, why Riesling is king here. The Dönnhoff 
vineyards span some 25 hectares planted on a range of soils 
from classic slate and loam to weathered red sandstone, 
and the hallmark of the estate is the pursuit of vibrancy and 
purity which shines through from the humblest wine to the 
greatest Grosses Gewächs.

After a series of mild winters, the 2021 harvest started under a blanket of snow, allowing the vines a 
deliciously deep sleep and the younger members of the Dönnhoff family a chance to dust of their sleds and 
slide down the steep slopes into the valley. A cool spring set the scene for a later than average budburst 
before a sunny June, interspersed with rain showers, saw the vines race ahead. 2021 was a hands-on 
year in the vines, where humidity and light made the management of the gloriously green vines intensely 
difficult but rewarding work. The ripening season continued sunny and warm and the vineyard work during 
flowering had set the scene for an excellent lead up to harvest, which lasted for 8 weeks, with the last 
grapes coming in on 8th November. After a run of hot years, 2021 is a welcome return to a more classic 
Riesling vintage with elegant, enchanting wines, their ripeness balanced by a beautifully fine acidity.

To order call 01353 721 999 or email orders@privatecellar.co.uk

£ per case in bond 
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Tonschiefer Riesling Trocken 	 2021	 6 per case 	 £92
Pale gold with a nose of tight leafy white stone fruits, almost peachy with lots of depth leading to a tightly fruited pal-
ate, a lovely tart twist, with really well defined leafy white fruit, fresh and vibrant with racy acidity on the end. Great 
value. Drink 2022 - 2024

Oberhäuser Leistenberg Riesling Kabinett 	 2021	 6 per case	 £95 ib
From steep slate soils the Oberhäuser Leistenberg is bright in the glass with a green glint with a more intense note 
of ripe red Discovery apples, enticingly perfumed. The palate also has lots of fresh, ripe apple notes, spiced with a hint 
of green leaf, more intense and rich, a step up in volume and going to a long, racy finish. A really good wine which will 
drink well early and last for years! Drink 2023 – 2030+

Kreuznacher Kahlenberg Riesling Trocken 	 2021	 6 per case 	 £130
Pale with a racy, floral nose of peachy white fruit, tight yet really expressive too, fresh and vibrant with lovely white 
flowers and white fruits on the palate, layered and beautifully pure, going to a fresh, vibrant finish. Sublimely delicious, 
this will put a smile on your face. Drink 2022 - 2025

Krötenpfuhl Riesling Grosses Gewächs 	 2021	 6 per case	 £210
Grown on Loess, loam and gravel soils, on south-facing slopes, this is deeper gold with a creamed white stone fruit 
nose, some floral notes but more citrus and almost leafy notes, deeply fruited. The palate is fresh and floral, more 
vibrant than the nose implies, with intense lime flower, beautifully focused and finely underscored. Drink 2023 - 2028 

Höllenpfad im Mühlenberg Riesling Grosses Gewächs 	 2021	 6 per case	 £255
Höllenpfad means “path to hell” which could be a reference to the incredibly steep (40-65%) slope or the vineyard’s 
red sandstone and limestone soils. Deep yellow gold with a nose of rich, leafy fruit, peachy, and almost dried grass 
notes, floral and bright. On the palate lovely weight and intensity, a real step up from Krötenpfuhl, layered and bright, 
rich and creamed, with bright acidity on the end and a really long, vibrant finish. Yum! Drink 2024 - 2032

Felsenberg ‘Felsentürmchen’ Riesling Grosses Gewächs 	 2021	 6 per case	 £255
The Felsenberg or “rocky hill” vineyard is planted on a steep volcanic slope and the Felsentürmchen refers to a small 
rock tower in the centre of the vineyard. Bright yellow gold with a floral, almost citrus nose with a hint of orange 
zest and strongly perfumed white flowers, leading to a racy palate of white stone fruit, citrus again, leafy and rich, 
dense and intense, going to a long, sustained finish. Really fine. Drink 2024 - 2030+

Dellchen Riesling Grosses Gewächs 	 2021	 6 per case	 £290
The ‘little dell’ vineyard takes its name from a terraced hollow in the hillside. Deep yellow with a green glint it 
has racy mineral fruit on the nose, bright and floral, more intense and marked, making this seem much more seri-
ous. Tight and racy on the palate with bright white fruits, floral and leafy notes, very intense, with fine acidity behind 
going to a long and fresh finish with a creamed note in the background. Deliciously complex. Drink 2025 - 2035

£ per case in bond 

To order call 01353 721 999 or email orders@privatecellar.co.uk
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Hermannshöhle Riesling Grosses Gewächs 	 2021	 6 per case	 £320
Hermannshöhle is the top-ranked site in the Nahe, planted on a very steep, conical, south-facing hill – in the past, the 
tax on this vineyard was ten times more than elsewhere so it’s no surprise that this is Dönnhoff’s signature, bench-
mark wine. Bright green gold with a nose of tight white fruits, fresh and racy, some green leaf too. On the palate, the 
sherbety fruit is really racy and intense, ripe, bright fruit balanced by crisp acidity, this needs a bit of time to reach its 
full potential. Drink 2025 - 2036

Weingut Jean Stodden, Ahr
The Stodden family’s vine growing history dates to 1578  
with their first Pinot Noir (Spätburgunder) wines vinified 
by Alois Stodden in 1900. Today their vineyards are planted 
90% to Spätburgunder and the family’s philosophy of 
keeping yields low, with minimum intervention in the cellar, 
produces elegant, expressive wines, beautifully fruited and 
with a clear stamp of the beautiful Ahr valley in which they 
are grown.

Ordinarily, we would be offering Alexander Stodden’s full 
range of 2020 wines but on the 14th and 15th July 2021 a devastating storm hit the Ahr valley, extreme 
rainfall causing the river to burst its banks and destroy bridges, buildings and wineries, even the railway line 
that sits between Alexander’s winery and his vines was rendered unusable. Until then, the 2020 vintage 
was maturing peacefully but as the cellar flooded, barrels started to bob around in the water and the 
chalk marks identifying the wines of each cuvée and plot were washed off. Many would have given up on 
the vintage at that stage but Alexander Stodden is a remarkably positive man and, after a full analysis of 
each barrel, he set about blind tasting all of the wines with a view to grading them into two cuvées under 
the working names good and excellent. He was joined in this task by winemaker Hans Oliver Spanier who 
noticed that there was a third wine with a different expression – slightly better than the good wine and 
slightly less intense than the great wine – and ‘Rescued by H.O.’ was born. The wines are simply gorgeous, 
and the story shows the resilience of a man who won’t be beaten by a flood. We hope you will share the 
following stories with your guests when you serve these 2020 ‘Flutedition’ wines, whose labels reflect a 
true photograph of the state of Alexander’s sign after the waters had receded.

Spätburgunder Pegel 735 	 2020	 6 per case	 £180

‘Pegel’ translates as a ‘water gage’ and the 735cm is the level recorded at the bridge behind Alexander’s winery on 
the night of the flood. Very pale in colour, vibrantly fragrant, with a nose of lovely crunchy Pinot fruit, floral, perfumed 
and rich. On the palate, sweet, fresh black and red fruits, again floral with a lovely lift, medium tannins, bright, balancing 
acidity and really good definition. This is pure and primary, totally delicious. Drink 2023 - 2027

£ per case in bond 

To order call 01353 721 999 or email orders@privatecellar.co.uk
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Spätburgunder Rescued by H.O. 	 2020 	 6 per case	 £285
This second wine in the Flood Edition range is dedicated to Alexander’s friend, winemaker Hans Olivier Spanier, who 
identified that this wine was better than the Pegel 735 but not quite as good as Alexander die Grossen. It is bright, 
vivid red, intense right to the rim, with a nose of sweet, leafy red fruits, quite closed at first then more expressive on 
the palate, with big red and black fruits, really intensely flavoured with more structured tannins, bright and floral and 
going to a long, evolving finish. Drink 2024 - 2030

Alexander die Grossen 	 2020 	 6 per case	 £495
Due to the loss of records and barrel markings, Alexander was unable to officially bottle this as a Grosse Gewächs, 
hence the tongue in cheek name. A real step up in quality it is deep vibrant red right to the rim, dense and intense 
on the nose, with notes of straw and dried grass, black cherries, floral and perfumed, really alluring. Rich and intense 
on the palate, the vibrant red fruits and, again, black cherry notes are complimented by crunchy, leafy freshness, really 
intense with fine supple tannins behind and a long, rich finish. This is truly fabulous. Drink 2024 - 2032+

A wooden box with one bottle of all three Flood wines		  3 per case	 £180

To place an order and for advice and guidance, please call us on 01353 721 999 

or email orders@privatecellar.co.uk

These wines will be shipped in the New Year.  

Private Cellar’s usual Terms and Conditions of sale apply. E&OE

£ per case in bond 

www.privatecellar.co.uk
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