
Alvaro Palacios’ family roots are firmly in Rioja however, as a young winemaker, he 
left the area in order to broaden his vinous horizons and made his name with his 
stunning wines from Priorat, a region at that time unknown to all but a dedicated few 
Catalonians. Roll on a few years and the steep slopes of Bierzo in the far north west of 
Spain, with their poor slate soils and Mencía vines lured him and his nephew, Ricardo 
Perez, to investigate the potential. More recently he found an extraordinary vineyard 
in Quiñon de Valmira in the eastern part of Rioja where the incredibly poor calcium 
carbonate soils were planted with Tempranillo bush vines which clearly weren’t happy. 
After ten years of grafting over to Garnacha, the first vintage was released in 2014, a 
true labour of love.

Given that the Palacios vineyards are strung across Northern Spain, there is no one defining description of the growing 
season: Bierzo had a very wet spring followed by a mild, warm summer moderated by Atlantic influences; in Priorat, on 
the Mediterranean coast, a very wet Spring was followed by one of their driest summers ever but without damaging, 
sustained heat spikes until September, by which time the grapes had thick enough skins to withstand the heat. Valmira, 
far from the sea, had a significantly drier winter and spring, but the summer heat was broken by occasional rains in June 
and July, refreshing the vines before intense heat set in during August.

These wines are in very limited supply and, inevitably, the top wines are severely restricted in volume 
so a quick response is important. To order, please call us on 01353 721 999.

Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW
April 2017

- BIERZO -

Villa de Corullón, Bierzo 2016		  6 per case	 £120
89% Mencía, 2% red grapes (Alicante Bouchet, Gran Negro, Pan y Carne, Negreda)
9% white grapes (Valenciana, Jerez, Godello)

Production here is just 24 hl/ ha, tiny by most standards but one of the more prolific in the Palacios armoury. Deep 
purple black to the rim with a nose of sweet, sappy black fruits, a hint of soured mulberry, and a distant grilled note 
leading to a palate of sweet black fruits, very primary yet very approachable, with supple tannins behind and a lovely 
ripe finish. Simple pleasure. Drink 2018 – 2024

Las Lamas, Bierzo 2016		  3 per case	 £135
85% Mencía, 4% red grapes (Alicante Bouchet, Gran Negro, Pan y Carne, Negreda),
11% Jerez, from a 1.7 hectare vineyard

Vibrant red black with a nose of sweet, tarry black fruit, sappy yet rich, really alluring, leading to a very primary palate 
of newly fermented fruit, fresh, pure and ripe with substantial ripe tannins behind the sweet fruit and going to a long, 
ripe, balanced finish. Drink 2019 – 2025

Moncerbal, Bierzo 2016		  3 per case	 £135
89% Mencía, 2% red grapes (Alicante Bouchet, Gran Negro, Pan y Carne, Negreda),
9% white grapes (Valenciana, Jerez), from 6 parcels totalling 1.39ha on very mineral soils

Deep red black, vibrant but not opaque, with a nose of tarry, cedary black fruit, with notes of mulberry and loganberry, 
floral with a hint of roses, leading to a dense palate of racy black fruit, sweet, intense again with hints of mulberry and 
sloe, with fine supple tannins behind and going to a long, linear, racy finish, really satisfying. Drink 2020 – 2026

La Faraona, Bierzo 2016		  3 per case	 £1,398
95% Mencía, 2% red grapes (Alicante Bouchet, Gran Negro),
3% white grapes (Jerez, Godello), from a vineyard of just over half a hectare

Deep red black, semi-opaque with a very restrained nose with hints of red flowers, spice, berries and a somewhat aloof 
feel; on the palate big spiced black fruits, floral, rich, vibrant with notes of black pepper, smooth with very substantial, 
ripe tannins, restrained and spiced, elegant yet powerful all in one. Drink 2022 – 2030

	 £ per case

	 in bond, London
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- PRIORAT -

Gratallops Vi de Vila, Priorat 2016		  6 per case	 £144
63% Garnacha, 35% Cariñena, 2% white grapes (Garnacha Blanca, Macabeo, Pedro Ximénez)

Intense red black with a very primary nose of newly fermented wine, rock roses, floral with substantial fruit behind. On 
the palate, smooth soured black fruits, spiced and rich, very pure with intense, ripe tannins behind going to a long, juicy 
finish. Delicious. Drink 2018 – 2024

Finca Dofi, Priorat 2016		  3 per case	 £108
98% Garnacha, 1% Cariñena, 1% white grapes (Garnacha Blanca, Macabeo)

Vibrant red black to the rim, almost opaque, with a nose of perfumed black fruits, mulberry, sloe, but tight too, leading 
to a palate of rich, sweet, almost opulent black fruit, spied with substantial ripe tannins behind, earthy, with a developing 
finish. Drink 2017 – 2024

Les Aubaguetes, Priorat 2016		  3 per case	 £432
Very old Garnacha vines, predating phylloxera (planted in 1891) with just 8.5 hl / ha production

Very deep red black, with a nose of creamed black fruits, perfumed, musky and earthy, leading to a palate of sweet, 
smooth, intense black fruit with lovely depth, pure, beautifully crafted with fresh acidity behind and tannins scarcely 
visible behind the fruit, long and satisfying. Drink 2019 – 2026+

L’Ermita, Priorat 2016		  3 per case	 £1,548
85% Garnacha, 14% Cariñena, 1% white grapes (Garnacha Blanca, Macabeo, Pedro Ximénez).

Dense purple black with a truly stunning nose of crushed mulberries, black-skinned fruit, intense with grilled floral 
notes too, leading to a palate of rich, intense, sweet ripe black fruit, reminiscent of unfortified port, spiced with 
gorgeous perfume, layered to an intense, spectacularly long finish that takes your breath away. Drink 2020 – 2030

- RIOJA -

Quiñon de Valmira, Rioja 2016		  6 per case	 £1,092
100% Garnacha

Alvaro called this his ‘elixir’ because of the purity of the fruit; the vines are young (32 years old) and the varietal is 
even younger as the original Tempranillo vines have been grafted over to Garnacha to better suit the poor limestone-
rich subsoils. Palacios first started working the vineyard in 2002 yet 2014 was the first vintage which he was prepared 
to release in his own name. Surprisingly pale ruby red; on the nose, sweet and spiced with a floral hint behind, almost 
herbal or garrigue, leading to a gorgeously sweet, ripe palate of juicy red and black fruits, again floral and intense, 
elegant and balanced yet with substantial power behind. A truly stunning wine. Drink 2020 - 2034

Alvaro Palacios, Decanter Man of the Year 2015

Wines are offered subject to availability and may be allocated. They will be shipped in Autumn 2018.
Private Cellar’s en primeur terms & conditions apply; for more information visit www.privatecellar.co.uk.
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