
2013 Rhône

Northern & Southern Rhône - The 2013 Vintage

The motif of the vintage has to be freshness, with higher acidities and
lower alcohol levels than usual. This notwithstanding, the wines are absolutely classic. 

Visiting the Rhône in early November 2013, all appeared to be well with the world – late autumn sunshine, easily warm 
enough to sit outside in shirtsleeves, cool and misty at either end of the day, giving no indication of how turbulent the 
earlier weather had been. 

Unusually dry in January and February, this was soon remedied by torrential rain in the early spring, replenishing the 
water table in time for the summer but the very cool spring meant that the vines budded late, setting the tone for the 
year with later than usual flowering in mid-June. Uneven weather across the region disrupted the flowering, both with 
wet and windy conditions and a sudden hot spell in Châteauneuf, which sent leaf growth into overdrive to the detriment 
of flower and fruit production, resulting in a huge number of aborted Grenache flowers (coulure), between 30 and 50%. 
Given that Grenache is one of the main constituents of Châteauneuf this represented a huge blow for the growers, with 
2013 being the smallest vintage ever seen by many producers. 

July was extremely wet, registering no less than three times the average rainfall, but either side of July was dry, if not 
particularly hot, and fine. The harvest started around a fortnight later than usual, but the smaller quantities on the vines 
meant that the fruit had been able to ripen fully, the saving grace of the small vintage, and with lovely supple tannins 
to boot. The motif of the vintage has to be freshness, with higher acidities and lower alcohol levels than usual. This 
notwithstanding the wines are absolutely classic. 

In the Northern Rhône the Syrah fared, if anything, worse than the Grenache, with the disruptive flowering leading to 
both coulure and millérandage but the Indian summer ensured that this tiny crop came to full maturity with extraordinary 
elegance and finesse. 

Quantities are tiny, both in reds and whites, and the quality in the north is extremely high, better than 2012, and with the 
ability to age in the mid to long term. In the south it was more of a struggle but top producers like Font de Michelle 
and Château Beauchêne have made wines which are fresh, charming and structured which will drink earlier than usual 
whilst retaining the ability to age for a decade or two. 

Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW, March 2014

To order, please call us on 01353 721 999
Many wines are in short supply and will be allocated and others are offered on a first past the post basis.

Private Cellar’s En Primeur terms & conditions apply - visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for more details

Please see our Fine Wine List for older vintages from the Rhône and other regions.
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NORTHERN RHÔNE

Domaine Vincent Paris

St Joseph Rouge, Vincent Paris 2013  12 per case £115

Vibrant red with a nose of black fruits, spiced, primary and really attractive, sweet and herby too, with notes of 
leather and mulberry, leading to a spicy palate of fresh black fruit, again a hint of mulberry, medium tannins, not a 
blockbuster but beautifully pure, with a spiced, fresh finish. Drink 2016 – 2019

Cornas Granit 30, Vincent Paris 2013  6 per case  £90

Vibrant, intense red black with a restrained, primary nose of sweet red fruits, crème pâtissière and a note of white 
pepper, really attractive, leading to a sweet, black fruited palate, fresh and ripe with substantial ripe tannins behind, 
layered and very pure with a savoury note, going to a lovely long, poised finish. Delicious. Drink 2016 – 2020

Cornas Granit 60, Vincent Paris 2013  6 per case £120

Very deep, opaque red black right to the rim, vibrant, with a fresh, floral nose of concentrated black fruits, violets, 
perfumed, very attractive but also very restrained, leading to a substantial palate of dense, dusty black fruit, sweet 
and ripe, with big, ripe tannins behind going to a long, sustained finish. Superb. Drink 2017 – 2021

Cornas La Geynale, Vincent Paris 2013  6 per case £150

Limpid red black with a herby nose underscored by perfumed violets, floral, less bold than the Granit 60 and 
more accessible as a result. Juicy fresh black skinned fruit on the palate, tight and again with a herbal twist, very 
restrained but with lovely expression behind. Reserved and poised. Drink 2016 – 2020

Domaine Stéphane Ogier 

Viognier La Rosine, Vin de Pays des Collines Rhodaniennes 2013 6 per case £66
Stéphane Ogier

Immediately appealing nose of spring flowers and apricots. Delicious, refreshing tropical and orchard fruit on the 
palate, apricots again, with a hint of aniseed, lovely acidity and a long, persistent floral tinged finish.
Drink 2015 – 2018

Condrieu La Combe de Malleval, Stéphane Ogier 2013 6 per case  £111

More subtle on the nose than the La Rosine, dried apricots and yellow plums with a discreet floral and spicy 
note behind. Gorgeous ripe stone fruit flavours follow on the palate with refreshing acidity, mineral and an almost 
saline note at the end. Drink 2016 – 2019

St Joseph, Stéphane Ogier 2013  6 per case £72

A recent addition to the Ogier portfolio with vines of 30 + years located high up on the plateau above the 
Combe de Malleval producing a wine with a warm, spicy, black fruit aroma and garrigue herbs behind. Velvety, pure 
blackberry fruit on the palate, layered with minerals, harmonious and fine with a persistent finish. 
Drink 2016 – 2019

Côte Rôtie, Stéphane Ogier 2013  6 per case £185

Generous nose of fruit compote, overlaid with sweet spice, white pepper and gamey, meaty notes behind. Black 
and red fruits follow through on the velvet textured palate, fine, elegant soft and sweet tannins. Lovely substance
and an intense lingering finish. Drink 2018 - 2022

Please see our Fine Wine List for older
vintages from the Rhône and other regions.
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SOUTHERN RHÔNE

Vignobles Brunier & Domaine des Pallières

Gigondas les Racines, Domaine des Pallières 2013  6 per case £ 92

Very old vines here, producing just 23 hl/ha, and ripening some two weeks later than Châteauneuf in 2013. Limpid 
red-black right to the rim with a nose of sweet, tarry red fruits, spiced and floral, creamy and feminine, leading 
to a spiced palate of red fruits overlaid by garrigue herbs, ripe and fresh, incredibly pretty, with fine ripe tannins 
behind. Not a blockbuster, just very elegant. Drink 2016 – 2018+

Le Télégramme, Domaine Vieux Télégraphe  2013 bottles 12 per case £180
  magnums 6 per case £190

Pale red to tawny on the rim with a nose of sweet black fruit, floral, herbal, with a hint of orange blossom and a 
distant note of mulberry overlaid with sweet oak spice. Fresh red fruit on the palate, redolent of redcurrant jelly, 
tarry with lovely balance in the mouth, with no extremes and perfect equilibrium. Fresh and long on the finish. 
Drink 2016 – 2108

Châteauneuf du Pape, Domaine Vieux Télégraphe 2013  6 per case £180

Vibrant, limpid red black with a lovely musky nose of herby red and black fruits, very expressive and very classic, 
leading to a sweet, poised, layered palate of succulent black fruits, spice, tar and thyme, elegant, not heavy, with 
substantial ripe tannins melded into the fruit going to a rich, racy, restrained finish. Drink 2017 – 2022

Château Beauchêne

Côtes du Rhône Blanc Viognier, Château Beauchêne 2013 12 per case £72

This is like a mini-Condrieu, with attitude. Barrel aged for a couple of months in second fill barrels, it is an 
explosion of tropical fruits laced with distant vanilla notes: sweet and ripe and truly exciting. Drink 2015-2016
 
Le Pavillon du Château Beauchêne Rosé, Côtes du Rhône 2014*  12 per case £52

40% Cinsault, 40% Grenache, 15% Mourvèdre, 5% Syrah. Vibrant pink with a nose of fresh white fruits with a hint 
of jelly tots, leading to a palate of juicy red fruits, redcurrants in particular, fresh and leafy with lovely fresh acidity 
to counteract the ripe fruits. Deliciously easy drinking. Drink and enjoy during 2015.

Le Pavillon du Château Beauchêne Rouge, Côtes du Rhône 2013  12 per case £48

Enticing scent of ripe red and black fruit, underscored with white pepper and herbaceous notes. Succulent, ripe, 
spiced autumn fruit on the nose, with fine tannins and a juicy, lingering finish. Drink 2015 – 2019

Côtes du Rhône Villages Premier Terroir, Château Beauchêne  2013  12 per case £66

Gorgeous peppery black fruit nose with tarry, mocha notes behind. Rich, fruit compote flavours follow through, 
layered with sweet spice, chocolate and mocha, ripe tannins behind and going to a long, spicy finish.
Drink 2017 – 2022

Châteauneuf du Pape Vignobles de la Serrière 2013  12 per case £130
Château Beauchêne

Appealing scent of dusty, black fruit with a floral note behind. The old vine fruit is evident on the rich, tarry, and 
spiced palate, warm earthy notes, smooth and velvety with ripe tannins going to really long, harmonious finish. 
Drink 2018 – 2023



4 £ per case
 in bond, London

Our Contact Details
to place an order or for advice and assistance in choosing your wines

Andrew Gordon T: 01353 977 995 M: 07795 973 371 E: andrew@privatecellar.co.uk
James Naylor T: 01353 721 993 M: 07920 096 707 E: james@privatecellar.co.uk
Amanda Skinner T: 01353 721 608 M: 07920 080 042 E: amanda@privatecellar.co.uk
Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW T: 01353 821 999 M: 07889 598 577 E: nicola@privatecellar.co.uk
Laura Taylor T: 01353 977 997 M: 07702 905 137 E: laura@privatecellar.co.uk
Camilla Shepherd T: 01353 721 999 M: 07919 095 799 E: camilla@privatecellar.co.uk

Domaine Font de Michelle

Châteauneuf du Pape Tradition, Domaine Font de Michelle 2013 bottles 12 per case £185
  magnums 6 per case £200
    double magnum 1 per case £70

Pale red black with a really pretty nose of violets and floral red fruits, tarry and lightly spiced, really alluring 
already, leading to a palate with more marked violet notes, tarry, concentrated with fine, substantial tannins 
behind, rich and long, not massive but beautifully balanced and elegant. Drink 2017 – 2020

Domaine Le Clos des Cazaux

Vacqueyras Cuvée des Templiers, Le Clos des Cazaux 2013 bottles 12 per case £96
  magnums 6 per case £111

Deep purple black with an overt nose of black and red fruits with a floral note behind and a twist of white 
pepper. Attractive ripe autumn fruit follows on the palate, rich and layered with herbs, spice and pepper and fine 
tannins leading to dusty black fruits on the finish. Drink 2016 – 2019

Gigondas La Tour Sarrasine, Le Clos des Cazaux 2013 bottles 12 per case £110
  magnums 6 per case £125

Deep red black to the rim with a nose of sweet, warm, almost jammy red fruits, violets and almonds and a light 
touch of leather. Tarry and spiced on the palate, again a note of leather and nice Syrah fruit, spiced with fine, 
supple tannins going to a sweet, fresh finish. Drink 2016 – 2019

Le Bois Pointu

Châteauneuf du Pape le Bois Pointu, Blagden et Gonnet 2013 bottles 6 per case £190
 2013 magnums 3 per case £205

Pale red black to the rim with a sweet, spiced nose, floral and herbal, supple and subtle, leading to a similar palate 
of violets, juicy and spiced with a distant hint of incense behind with fine, ripe tannins to balance. Surprisingly 
approachable already. Drink 2016 – 2022

Private Cellar’s Terms & Conditions for Ex-Cellar purchases apply
Wines purchased “en primeur” i.e. prior to being bottled and shipped, will be delivered up to 18 months after release, depending on the 
region. The wines from this offer will be shipped before the end of 2015.

Prices for wines sold en primeur are quoted “in bond London”, exclusive of UK Duty and VAT but including shipping. Payment is due on 
receipt of invoice. Unless otherwise stated, prices quoted are per case of 12 bottles.

Cancellation of an order for en primeur wines will be accepted by Private Cellar only if made within fourteen working days from receipt of 
your invoice, in writing, to The Estate Office, Kentford Lodge, Kentford, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 7QS.

Wines are offered subject to availability and may be subject to allocation. Please confirm your eventual delivery instructions at the time 
of your order. When shipped, your wines can be delivered to you and you will be invoiced for Duty, delivery and VAT at the prevailing 
rate. Alternatively, your wines can be stored in bond in the Private Cellar Reserves LLP account at the specialist wine storage facility, 
Vinothèque, for an annual storage fee.

Orders for en primeur wines may by made by telephone, e-mail or post and confirmation of your order will be on the issue of our invoice.
E&OE



Order Form: Rhône 2013

Wine
£ per case
under bond

No. of cases
required

£ Total

Total:

Delivery anD account aDDress Details

Name:________________________________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ Post Code:___________________

Daytime Telephone Number:________________________________________________________________

These wines will be shipped during the course of 2015. Please indicate what you would like us to do with your wines 
when shipped:

 Please store my wines under bond with Private Cellar Reserves LLP

 Please deliver my wines to my account address*

 * Please note that Duty and VAT are payable when your wines are released for delivery to your home address.

Payment Details

I enclose a cheque for the amount of £___________ made payable to Private Cellar Ltd.

Please charge my credit card number:__________________________________________________________
(Visa, MasterCard, Switch, Maestro)

Start Date:_______________    Expiry Date:________________    Security No:_______________

Issue No:_____________ Signature:__________________________________________________________

Private Cellar Ltd, The Estate Office, Kentford Lodge, Kentford, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 7QS
T: 01353 721 999 | E: orders@privatecellar.co.uk

www.privatecellar.co.uk

To order, please call us on 01353 721 999
Many wines are in short supply and

will be allocated and others
are offered on a first past the post basis.

Please see our Fine Wine List for 
older vintages from the Rhône 

and other regions.


