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Dominus anD napanook 2010
napa, California

Dominus and Napanook have carved a niche of their own in the winescape. Even the very first vintages of Dominus 
in the ’80s were followed by those who know and trust Christian Moueix’s ability to spot a good vineyard wherever 
it may be and make an exceptional wine and so consistent have the wines been that the number of devotees now far 
exceeds the amount made; Dominus now finds itself in that rare stratosphere of those who need to allocate their 
wines year on year.

2010 was an almost European vintage by Napa standards which got off to a slow start after a cool, wet spring and 
early summer, leaving the vines some two weeks behind schedule. Summer temperatures were moderate but not 
hot by any means, bar an exceptional heat spike towards the end of August which registered temperatures of 41°C 
(107°F). A further heat spike in September helped push the late-running vines towards maturity and also concentrated 
the flavours in the berries, increasing the ratio of skins to juice, bringing deeper colours, all the while retaining freshness 
thanks to the tardy ripening. Yields were down significantly, so much so in the case of Cabernet Franc that the 2010 
wines are made with just Cabernet Sauvignon and Petit Verdot.

Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW
January 2014

Dominus 2010 6 per case £875
95% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot

With an amazing nose of black cherries and plums underscored by spice, this has so much going on; savoury, juicy black 
fruits, underbrush, allspice on the palate, underscored by notes of cedar and new oak, the tannins are ultra-ripe and 
coated in sweet fruit, with an incredibly long, textured finish. Deceptively approachable, this should really be left for 
several years before being tried, and many more before being enjoyed at its peak. Drink 2019-2025+

Napanook 2010 12 per case £425
98% Cabernet Sauvignon, 2% Petit Verdot

Rich, pungent and spicy on the nose with a hint of dried grass and herbs, on the palate it is plump, redolent of ripe red 
and black fruits, plums and black cherries, with hints of caramelised orange peel and ripe, substantial tannins. Very overt 
whilst retaining its freshness, designed to be drunk young but with the ability to age for some ten years plus. 
Drink 2015-2020+

These wines will be shipped in Spring 2014
To order, please call us on 01353 721 999 or e-mail your salesperson directly

Please visit our website www.privatecellar.co.uk for our en-primeur terms and conditions
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