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Germany 2012
Following three outstanding vintages in Germany, the 2012 harvest was always going to be hard pushed to measure up to its 
predecessors. However, Riesling is one of the few grapes that can excel even in a difficult growing season. This is particularly 
true for German Rieslings; a theory which was put to the test during Northern Europe’s terrible summer in 2012. It is rare, in 
Germany, for a vintage to be a total write-off: it is more likely that in a difficult year fewer of the top Trockenbeerenauslesen 
are made and more of the everyday, hugely drinkable Kabinetts are made, which can be no bad thing for those of us who love 
to drink German wines.

2012 had an inauspicious start with poor flowering and fruit set and disease pressure right from the outset, but things picked 
up with a stable, warm and dry August followed by a fine Indian Summer which allowed the fruit to ripen at leisure. This long 
ripening period was very important for the development of the fruit flavours and although there was too little botrytis to 
make the top wines, the depth and flavour of the Kabinetts and Spätlesen is exceptionally fine.

As ever, the drinking dates given are indications as these mineral Rieslings are capable of incredibly long lives, from Kabinett 
upwards. To place an order or for advice and assistance, please call us on 01353 721 999 or email orders@privatecellar.co.uk.

Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW
November 2013

Weingut Dönnhoff, Nahe
Run by Helmut Dönnhoff, with his son Cornelius gradually taking on more responsibility, the wines here typify the vintage 
with extraordinary levels of minerality and intensity of flavour. Such is their reputation that these wines are now allocated 
even before the primeur tastings so quantities are small but definitely worth fighting for.

Kreuznacher Kahlenberg Riesling Dry 2012 6 per case £95
Very pale with a fresh, almost leafy nose, leading to a sweetly floral palate, ripe with lovely fresh acidity and dry to the taste, finely balanced 
and very drinkable already. Drink 2014-2017

Oberhäuser Leistenberg Riesling Kabinett 2012 6 per case £70
Pale water white with a rich, floral nose, very attractive, leading to an intense palate of white fruits, floral, layered and almost sweet with 
perfect balancing acidity; hints of red apple and gentle spice linger on the long finish. Gorgeous. Drink 2014-2020

Oberhäuser Brücke Riesling Spätlese 2012 6 per case £135
Pale water white with a nose of fresh white fruit and a hint of jasmine, light and ethereal. Densely fruited on the palate, more intense, 
sweet and layered with lovely balancing acidity and freshness, very poised with a long finish. Drink 2014-2020+

Niederhäuser Hermannshöhle Riesling Spätlese 2012 6 per case £155
Very pale in colour with a tight, herbal white fruit nose with a distant touch of white flowers but essentially quite closed. Racy fresh fruit 
on the palate, intense and sweetly layered, linear with some green apples in the background and an incredibly long, evolving finish. What an 
amazing wine. Drink 2015-2020+

 £ per case
 in bond, London
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Joseph Leitz, Rheingau
Run by Johannes Leitz, Gault et Millau Winemaker of the Year in 2011, the wines here have an elegance and power which is all 
his. Much of the estate’s production is geared toward a drier style of wine, which is much more in vogue in Germany, however 
Johannes’ off dry wines are simply spectacular with a finesse and staying power underscored by amazing freshness.

Rüdesheimer Berg Kaisersteinfels Riesling ‘Terrassen’ Dry 2012 6 per case £120
Pale water white with a nose of sweet ripe fruits, floral with some citrus and peach notes, very fresh, leading to a broad, dry, lively palate of 
white flowers, fruity and light. Deliciously drinkable already. Drink 2014-2016

Rüdesheimer Magdalenenkreuz Riesling Spätlese 2012 6 per case £70
Pale water white with a  fresh, floral nose of light peachy fruit and distant herbs, leading to a palate of sweet white fruit, almost plump but 
with lovely acidity, light floral notes behind and a beautifully balanced, long herby finish. Drink 2015-2025

Dr Loosen, Mosel
Visionary Ernst Loosen has done much to rehabilitate German wine in the mind of the jaded British consumer by making his 
wines accessible and hugely enjoyable, particularly under his Villa Wolf label from the warmer Pfalz region. However none of 
this has undermined his commitment to the Mosel where his wines remain amongst some of the best in the region: classic, 
fresh, racy with real elegance underpinning them and the vineyard differences clearly marked. These are wines which are 
approachable young but which last for a really long time, even at the most simple Kabinett level. 

Erdener Treppchen Riesling Kabinett 2012 6 per case £54
Very pale with a nose of fresh, waxy fruit, white flowers and a hint of green apple. Racy and fuller on the palate, with fresh, juicy white 
fruits, a lovely zip of acidity and sweetly fruited finish. Drink 2014-2017+

Wehlener Sonnenuhr Riesling Kabinett 2012 6 per case £55
Pale, water-white with a nose of citrus and white flowers, light and enticing, leading to a fresh, floral palate with a lovely bite of racy acidity, 
clean and layered and a deliciously persistent finish. Drink 2014-2017+

Erdener Treppchen Riesling Spätlese 2012 6 per case £85
Very pale with a more defined nose of green apples with floral overtones. Racy and sweeter on the palate, again lovely apple fruit and a 
saline hint, great balance with a long, sweet, rich finish. Drink 2014-2020+

Wehlener Sonnenuhr Riesling Spätlese 2012 6 per case £85
Very pale with a tightly fruited nose of waxy, green apple fruit, closed but hinting at the future. On the palate layered white flowers and 
green apples, with fine depth and racier acidity than the Kabinetts to counterbalance the increased sweetness going to a lovely, rich finish. 
Drink 2014-2020+

Erdener Treppchen Riesling Auslese 2012 6 per case £118
  12 halves per case £125
Very pale gold with gorgeously appealing notes of leafy honey on the nose, with the distant trademark botrytis notes too. Rich and sweet 
on the palate, again honeyed, layered, clear and linear with delicious richness behind the balancing acidity. Deceptively approachable but 
should be left to mature! Drink 2016-2025+

Erdener Prälat Riesling Auslese Gold Cap 2012 6 per case £220
Very limited availability. Pale gold with a tight, rich nose of flowers and honey, underscored with botrytis notes leading to an incredibly rich, 
full palate, layered with fruit, some light peach notes and fine balancing acidity. Densely flavoured right to the end of the long finish. 
Drink 2016-2026+

 £ per case
 in bond, London

To order, please call us on 01353 721 999
or email orders@privatecellar.co.uk
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Dr H Thanisch, Mosel
Centred on the famous Doctor vineyard, so named because its wines apparently saved the life of an ailing medieval 
archbishop, the Thanisch vineyards are in Bernkastel at the very heart of the Mosel. With south and southwest facing slopes 
so steep that the harvesters have to hook onto wires in order not to fall far if they slip on the loose slate, the fruit has 
maximum exposure to sunlight and therefore reaches full ripeness with ease and grace. The cellars are beneath the vineyard 
and remain a constant chilly 8°C so fermentation is slow allowing the full range of flavours in the fruit to come out, in 
particular the mineral notes. These are wines which are approachable in youth but which age incredibly well, maturing slowly 
– over decades in the case of the Auslese.
   
Bernkasteler Doctor Riesling Kabinett 2012 6 per case £105
Pale water white with a markedly mineral nose of wet rock and slate underscored by floral notes leading to a palate of tight red apple 
fruit, restrained with huge energy behind going to a long, ripe finish. Fabulous. Drink 2015-2024

Bernkasteler Doctor Riesling Spätlese 2012 6 per case £144
Pale with a more expressive nose of peach and apricot behind the outrageous mineral notes of wet stone. On the palate fresh, vibrant 
with sweet floral fruit counterbalanced by the acidity and underscored by lovely saline minerality, this is very fine. Drink 2016-2025

Bernkasteler Doctor Riesling Auslese 2012 6 per case £180
Pale water white with a tight, restrained nose, distant floral hints and notes of citrus and lime. Tight and mineral on the palate with a note 
of white pepper and damp stone with fine balancing acidity counteracting the high sugar levels, clearly a wine looking to the future. 
Drink 2017-2025+

Schlosskellerei Carl Von Schubert, Ruwer
The von Schubert estate is centred around an old Benedictine monastery on a tributary to the Mosel where the vineyards 
are classified according to the quality of wine they produce. At the lower end of the scale is Bruderberg for the brothers or 
novices, then Herrenberg for the monks and finally the top vineyard, Abtsberg, for the Abbot himself. The vines are planted 
on south-south-east facing slopes running down to the Ruwer river with increasing proportions of blue slate, the most being 
found in Abtsberg, giving wines with the greatest ageing potential. The estate is run by Carl von Schubert who controls the 
yields tightly in order to produce tight, racy, mineral wines.
   
Maximin Grünhäuser Abtsberg Riesling Kabinett 2012 12 per case £130
Pale water white, with fresh, juicy, green apple fruit on the nose, tight and racy, leading to a similar palate which is ripe and plump with 
lovely minerality and citrus notes. Mouth-wateringly fresh and hugely appealing, this will evolve and mature for some time to come. 
Drink 2015-2025

Maximin Grünhäuser Abtsberg Riesling Spätlese 2012 6 per case £80
Pale water white with a more flamboyant nose of citrus fruits, with a hint of tangerine behind, yet still floral and fresh with not a scrap of 
botrytis this year. On the palate pure, racy fresh fruit, fine and intense with lovely zippy acidity and a gorgeously mineral undertone. 
Drink 2016-2025+

Maximin Grünhäuser Abtsberg Riesling Auslese 2012 6 per case £135
Pale water white. Again, as with the Spätlese, botrytis was thin on the ground so the overriding characteristics are pure fruit driven notes. 
Deliciously ripe and floral on the nose with a hint of pear and plum, leading to a pure, linear, mineral palate of tight overwhelmingly fresh 
fruit, with a note of wet stone and light citrus characters behind going to a lovely balanced finish – delicious acidity counterbalances the 
sugar beautifully. Drink 2017-2025

 £ per case
 in bond, London

Left to Right: Helmut Dönnhoff, Ernst Loosen & Johannes Leitz
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Reichsgraf von Kesselstatt, Ruwer
Run by Annegret Reh-Gartner, the Reichsgraf von Kesselstatt estate spans multiple appellations in the Mosel, Saar and Ruwer 
valleys covering around 36 hectares and has its actual base in the Ruwer. 98% of their production is Riesling, and this intimate 
knowledge of the variety shows through in the differences between their various wines. The wines offered each year will vary 
according to what Annegret believes has performed best in that particular vintage which means that we don’t always offer the 
same wine two years running, for the best reasons possible. 
   
Josephshöfer Riesling Kabinett 2012 12 per case £125
Pale water white, with a beautifully fresh, floral, white fruit nose, overt and extrovert. On the palate balanced white fruits, floral with a salty 
tang and lovely peachy, citrus notes behind. Drink 2014-2018

Josephshöfer Riesling Spätlese 2012 6 per case £84
Between Graacher Himmelreich and Wehlener, Josephshöfer is owned solely by von Kesselstatt. Fresh, mineral, with hints of green apples 
and citrus and grapefruit notes behind, leading to a creamy and juicy palate, with deliciously succulent fruit. Beautifully balanced. 
Drink 2014-2020

Weingut Von Hövel, Oberemmel, Saar
Situated on the Saar, tributary to the Mosel, von Hovel is a small estate of just eight hectares which has been in the same 
family for six generations, with the seventh, Max von Kunow, now taking over from his father Eberhard. The wines are 
fermented entirely in old oak casks, in the traditional way, but have a broad, modern style without veering into the dry 
versions. A 1999 Oberemmeler Hütte, tasted earlier in 2013, was incredibly youthful still, with truly vibrant, citrus and floral 
fruit and little sign of age – these are wines which make old bones. 
   
Oberemmeler Hutte Riesling Kabinett 2012 12 per case £135
A von Hovel monopole. Lovely vibrant fresh floral fruit on the nose with a hint of peach and some exotic notes leading to a fresh, lively 
palate, again floral and citrus with little hint of sweetness behind. Delicious. Drink 2015-2020

Oberemmeler Hutte Riesling Spätlese 2012 6 per case £84
Tight, floral white fruit on the nose, fresh with a peachy note behind. On the palate crunchy apple fruit, again peachy and exotic with 
mineral notes behind and lovely saline finish. Drink 2015-2025

Private Cellar Ltd, The Estate Office, Kentford Lodge, Kentford, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 7QS
T: 01353 721 999 | E: orders@privatecellar.co.uk

www.privatecellar.co.uk

Wine Styles in Germany

A brief word on the styles of wines we are offering and their keepability. Kabinett is the everyday level of wine with 
less sugar than the other styles, designed for earlier drinking, where the fruit is not fermented out fully, giving lower 

alcohol levels, from around 7.5% – 9.5% in general. It is, however, a style which can mature and evolve for a good 
decade or so. Although many in the UK have remained resolutely wedded to the more traditional style, dry and 

semi-dry wines are becoming more and more popular, particularly in the overseas markets and these wines are sold 
as trocken, halbtrocken or feinherb and will have a higher alcohol level, ranging from 11 to 13% or more in a ripe 

vintage. Spätlese is a later picked style with correspondingly higher sugar levels – there are minimum levels which 
must be achieved in order for a wine to be classified as such and auslese wines are made from grapes picked later 
still where some of the bunch may be affected by botrytis and all of the bunch is shrivelled, thereby concentrating 
the sugars – again, there is a minimum required sugar level. Almost without exception the wines we are offering 
here have the ability to last several years without losing any freshness or vim. Equally, if drunk young they still give 
immense pleasure, without inducing the feeling of guilt we get from drinking, say, an overly young Bordeaux which 

taunts you with tannin and impenetrability and a glimpse of what might be.

 £ per case
 in bond, London

Prices are quoted under bond and the wine will be shipped in the Spring of 2014. Case sizes are noted for each wine.  Delivery will 
be free of charge for orders of 24 bottles or more to mainland England & Wales and smaller orders will be charged at £14.50. Please 
contact us for a quote if you require delivery outside of this area.  Private Cellar’s terms and conditions apply; please see our wine list or 
visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for more details. This offer may not be used in conjunction with any other Private Cellar offer and is valid 
until Friday 29th November 2013 or while stocks last. To order, please call 01353 721 999 or email orders@privatecellar.co.uk.


