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WELCOME TO OUR 2021 SELECTION
It feels good to be writing the introduction to our wine list again. So much has happened in the last eighteen 
months that it is hard to know where to start. The great unknown, Brexit, is now a known and our day job 
is none the easier for it. Wine prices continue to rise and moving goods to and from Great Britain is an 
incredibly frustrating experience with three times as much paperwork as before. Couple this with a global 
shortage of shipping containers and cardboard and it is little surprise that we have all learnt some choice new 
words from our buying team.

The pandemic has presented numerous challenges with mixed results for our industry. Wine Merchants 
supplying the restaurant trade have had a truly miserable time but those of us supplying private buyers have 
been very fortunate, with many well-run businesses reporting a surge in on-line sales. Sitting in splendid 
isolation in my office during both lockdowns I have watched our sales climb with a slight sense of awe.
We have been lucky, really lucky and we are incredibly grateful for that.

Despite dreadful local conditions for many, our growers continued to get out amongst the vines every day to 
work their magic. They are as sick of Zoom as we are, but have maintained cheerful communication and we 
cannot wait to see them again in person. As Nicola comments opposite, we have discovered new friends and 
wines that under normal circumstances might not have happened. Lots of fun in the pipeline.

Our customers have demonstrated a Falstaffian dedication to our cause. For our sales team it has been an 
utter joy to find customers at home less tied to the daily office routine and happy to talk about life in general 
and wine in particular. Old friendships have been strengthened and many new buyers have been introduced to 
us by our brilliant customers. Speaking with you really is the part of our job that we most relish.

I cannot finish without expressing my heartfelt thanks to my colleagues at Private Cellar. Ejected from our 
office they resurfaced the following day, littered around the country but ready to work. And my goodness 
they have worked. Leaving a bustling office to work from home, often alone, is not much fun and it can be 
difficult to remain upbeat as the orders hurtle-in, stocks disappear and the reality of trying to print anything 
remotely kicks-in. But upbeat they remained and when the pressure was on they simply got stuck-in. Bravo!

A big thank you to all of you: suppliers, growers, customers, and staff. At Private Cellar we are now firmly 
looking forward. Last year was a test but to quote the remarkable Captain Sir Tom Moore “Tomorrow will be a 
good day”. I’ll drink to that.

Andrew Gordon, June 2021

INTRODUCTION
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR MASTER OF WINE
The life of a wine buyer revolves around finding exciting new wines to offer to our customers, ringing the 
changes whilst looking after the staunch favourites. Normally, that would entail lots of travel, essentially one 
week in two spent in airports and cellars, but, as we are all too well aware, there is no real normal just yet, 
certainly not in relation to foreign travel. Never before have I spent such a long period in England – used 
advisedly – without any prospect of travel, although my time has been far from vine-free, living as I do 
surrounded by some of Hampshire’s finest vineyards.

As with so many businesses, Covid-inspired evolution has been a mixed blessing; I have missed seeing old 
friends and making new ones on my wine travels but, paradoxically, I have never tasted a wider range of wines 
from such a diverse set of countries, many of which have made their way onto our list this year. Virtual wine 
fairs which require you to choose your targets in advance allow greater focus on fewer growers, giving a far 
better use of time than in the real thing where the days are spent visiting existing growers’ stands or being 
doorstepped by unsuitable wannabe suppliers. Samples are equally focused, particularly post-Brexit. It has 
been an eye-opener, and a method I hope will continue alongside some real in-person fairs too.

Many of the new wines this year are European, from established wine growing areas where we haven’t 
previously been brave enough to dabble. From Austria, I met Judith Mehofer virtually, liked what I heard about 
her organic vineyards, and a few weeks later tasted the wines with her and her winemaker brother, Stephan, 
online; obviously not as atmospheric as being in their cellars, but after 12 months of tasting solo at my desk, 
it was a pretty good feeling. In Portugal, another family company and another brilliant tasting with Felipe 
Barros of Quinta Dona Matilde, and three more wines for the list. Please do have a look at the new arrivals, 
all marked throughout – there are too many to name them all here, but look out specifically for Alsace, Fitou, 
Essex, Gavi, Bordeaux and South Africa amongst others. As soon as we are allowed to hold tastings again, 
these will be at the top of my ‘must show’ list, but in the meantime, please do ask if you would like us to make 
up a mixed case of our new wines for you.

Happy hunting!

Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW,  June 2021

INTRODUCTION
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T: 	 01353 977 997
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E: 	 catherine@privatecellar.co.uk
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David McLaren

CONTACT US

ADMINISTRATION & ACCOUNTS

BUYING
   Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW

T:	 01353 721 999
M: 	07889 598 577
E: 	 nicola@privatecellar.co.uk

   Jessica Wilding

T:	 01353 977 997
E: 	 jessica@privatecellar.co.uk

   Shaun Tobin

T:	 01353 977 997
E: 	 shaun@privatecellar.co.uk



Having taken a rather arbitrary knife to France in past lists, cleaving the country 
east from west, we have this year decided to put the Loire and Rhône wines into a 
section of their own, leaving the smaller appellations and country wines in a regional 
grouping. These are wines which offer superb value for money, mostly from small 
growers, and which have found loyal followers whilst we have all been only able to 
travel vicariously from our kitchen tables. There are no leavers from our selection, 
only new recruits, proving just how popular these wines are.

There is a particularly strong representation from the South of France, where our 
perennial favourites Bertier and Domaine de Montmarin have been joined by their 
stable mates, a white Sauvignon / Viognier blend from Bertier, a real show-stopper for 
the price, and a pure Viognier from Montmarin, all juicy, peachy fruit which takes you 
straight to summer fruit markets. We are also introducing a vibrant Vermentino from 
Figuière, producers of the hugely popular Mediterrannée Rosé, along with a brace of 
wines from Domaine de la Rochelierre, a family-run property in Fitou, whose wines 
have real definition and class. 

Not to be overshadowed by the South, Domaine Laguille in Gascony in the South 
West continues to make delicious wines, despite being a side-line to their real focus, 
Armagnac and Floc, with wines which reflect their cooler, fresher, Atlantic-influenced 
climate, with welcome lower levels of alcohol.

REGIONAL FRANCE

The notes in this list are written by our Master of Wine
and Buying Director, Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW
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REGIONAL FRANCE – WHITE
	
Domaine de Bertier Sauvignon / Viognier		  2020	  12 per case	 £9.45	 £113.40
Languedoc-Roussillon

With much of the Private Cellar team hooked on Bertier’s red, it was with trepidation that we 
approached the white. What if it didn’t measure up? No such problem as this blend of 60% 
Sauvignon and 40% Viognier is bursting with peachy white fruits, floral and juicy; all this needs is 
a dose of sunshine to complete the picture.

Domaine de Laguille Ugni Blanc / Colombard		  2019	   6 per case	 £9.95	 £59.70
Côtes de Gascogne			 

The family property of Guy and Collette Vignoli lies in the heart of Armagnac country to the 
south of Bordeaux and as fashions have moved away from spirits, they have increased their 
range of still wines. Deliciously vibrant with a lovely citrus note, this is refreshing and bright, a 
real palate pleaser.

Sagesse Blanc, Vin de Pays d’Oc		  2020	 12 per case	 £10.50	 £126.00

Master of Wine Mark Savage designed the Sagesse range as an antidote to the many wines 
which catch your attention with the first glass but tire you with the second. A blend of 
Chardonnay, Marsanne, Roussanne and a pinch of Sauvignon Blanc, this is fresh with white stone 
fruits, no one variety dominating, and beautifully balanced; the second glass seems to pour itself.

Chardonnay, Domaine de Montmarin, Vin de Pays d’Oc		  2019	 12 per case	 £10.50	 £126.00

Domaine de Montmarin, in Languedoc, is a very old family estate stretching over 400 hectares, 
of which 80 are down to vines, and in 2019 they began the process of converting to organic 
viticulture having followed sustainable farming for many years. Their Chardonnay is grilled and 
buttery with lovely citrus notes, sunny and fresh with a racy finish.

REGIONAL FRANCE

= Private Cellar is a Key UK Agent for these properties

12%

11.5%

13%

13.5%

NEW
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Viognier, Domaine de Montmarin, Vin de Pays d’Oc		  2019	 12 per case	 £10.75	 £129.00

Viognier is typically found in southern France and here at Montmarin it has a delicious 
expression, fresh and floral with rich lychee notes but without any heaviness; lightly creamy, this 
is also really juicy and a natural match for spicy foods.

Picpoul de Pinet Les Vignerons de Florensac		  2020	 12 per case	 £11.65	 £139.80
AC Languedoc

The ubiquity of Picpoul is at once its saviour and a threat; saviour because in its previous life, 
with high yields of uninteresting fruit, it was consigned to the vermouth factories, but threat 
because, as with all bandwagons, there is Picpoul and Picpoul. The Cave de Florensac 
co-operative has 260 members all told and their Picpoul comes from some of the oldest 
vineyards in France. Bright, chalkily fresh with lovely light peach notes, this is soft and succulent 
yet bone dry at the same time. Great stuff.

Mediterrannée Blanc, Figuière,  IGP d’Oc		  2020	 6 per case	 £12.96	 £77.76

The traditional white grape of Provence is Rolle, but it has had a less than stellar history with 
many an unbalanced wine to its name. Now, more enlightened growers, like Magali Combard at 
Figuière are producing some peachily fresh wines with a lovely zip of citrus and borrowing the 
Italian name – Vermentino – to showcase the new style. This is the perfect summer companion 
to their Rosé (see page 19).

Cuvée Camille 60 & XV Domaine de la Rochelierre		  2019	 6 per case	 £15.85	 £95.10

Domaine de la Rochelierre is a 15 hectare property in Fitou, right on the south coast, run 
by Jean-Marie and Emilie Fabre. They have used the cousinié method to care for their vines, 
which entails a combination of organic and biodynamic principles without fully subscribing to 
either school, and their Cuvée Camille is a positively joyful blend of southern varieties – 50% 
Vermentino, 30% Roussanne and 20% Grenache Blanc – which spends just a couple of months 
in barrel. With rich apricot and peach notes and a hint of herby garrigue behind, this is fresh and 
vibrant with lovely length too.

13.5%

12.5%

13%

13%

REGIONAL FRANCE

NEW

NEW

NEW
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REGIONAL FRANCE – RED

Merlot / Cabernet Sauvignon Domaine de Bertier		  2018	 12 per case	 £9.50	 £114.00
Vin de Pays des Côtes de Thongue

An ancient estate just outside Béziers, deep in the Languedoc, Domaine de Montmarin (from 
where we buy Bertier) can trace its history back to the 15th Century under the same family – 
quite some achievement. Predominantly Merlot with a seasoning of Cabernet for backbone, this 
has the suppleness of fruit to be drunk on its own but with just enough tannin to make it the 
perfect accompaniment to a meal. No wonder it is a long-term favourite of Team Private Cellar.

Domaine de Laguille Merlot, Côtes de Gascogne		  2018	 6 per case	 £9.95	 £59.70

Where southern France produces big, hearty reds, those from the southwest, with their 
maritime climate and Atlantic influence, tend more to elegance and freshness than power. 
Domaine de Laguille’s Merlot ‘Rouge de Plaisir’, with its juicily supple red berry fruit, is a classic 
case in point, soft and rounded with light tannins. A delicious everyday pleasure.

Sagesse Rouge, Vin de Pays d’Oc		  2019	 12 per case	 £10.50	 £126.00

Like its white counterpart, Sagesse red is designed expressly not to draw attention to itself, but 
to give at least as much pleasure on the last glass as the first; the late, great, Steven Spurrier 
would return many times to a refreshing glass of Sagesse despite the breadth of wines available 
to him. A blend of Merlot and Cabernet, the secret here is in the addition of a small amount of 
Petit Verdot, which brings a lovely black fruit perfume to the wine. Soft, supple, utterly drinkable, 
and not to be missed.

Fitou Cuvée Tradition, Domaine de la Rochelierre		  2020	 6 per case	 £14.85	 £89.10

Fitou, just under an hour from the Spanish border, saw immense success in the 1980s with 
their delicious fruit-forward, juicy reds before all but disappearing from the international wine 
scene. In 1998 Jean-Marie Fabre took over the running of the family property, Domaine de la 
Rochelierre, focusing on the vineyards, and he is making some truly exciting wines. The Cuvée 
Tradition is a blend of Carignan, Grenache, Mourvèdre and Syrah, produced entirely in stainless 
steel to allow the full expression of the fruit. With sweet and tarry black fruits and a hint of 
thyme and rosemary, this is so evocative of the land it comes from and takes you straight there.

14.5%

12%

13%

14.5%

REGIONAL FRANCE

NEW



At over 1,000 kilometres the Loire is the longest river in France, and not all of it is 
home to vineyards and fairytale châteaux. Its course starts deep in the Ardèche, south 
of Lyon, on the slopes of a former volcano, and only once it has twisted and turned 
nearly half its length through France does it arrive at the vineyards of Sancerre and 
Pouilly Fumé, in the so-called central vineyards. Here Sauvignon Blanc is the principal 
grape for white wines, revelling in the flinty limestone soils, producing startling 
different wines depending on where it is grown. We have followed the wines of André 
Dezat for some time and every year we remark on just how different his Sancerre and 
Pouilly Fumé are from their opposing banks of the river. As the growing seasons get 
warmer, far from bringing the styles closer as we once feared, the wines retain their 
points of difference. New to our white selection this year is a wine from Reuilly to 
the south west of Sancerre and some way from the river, bringing with it a deliciously 
feisty expression of Sauvignon Blanc. 

Whilst the Loire is usually viewed as a home to white wines, there are some very 
good reds to be had, particularly around the areas of Chinon and Bourgeuil where the 
wines are made from Cabernet Franc; we have added a deliciously crunchy Chinon 
from Domaine de la Noblaie which is well worth looking out.

Further south, the banks of the Rhône are home to a really wide variety of wines, 
changing from pure Syrah in the north to blends in the south, with the emphasis always 
on red wines. We have worked with Château Beauchêne right from the beginning and 
their wines just keep on getting better; the vineyards are certified HVE 3, which takes 
into account everything from managing wildlife and insects to water usage (and what 
they do with their used water), and there is no doubt that the increased focus on the 
vineyard is repaid in the cellar.

THE RHÔNE & THE LOIRE
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THE LOIRE – WHITE

Les Rafelières Sauvignon Blanc, IGP Val de Loire		  2020	   6 per case	 £10.45	 £62.70

Still a firm favourite of all the team, Pierre Sauvion’s Les Rafelières Sauvignon Blanc ticks all the 
right boxes. Lovely blackcurrant leaf notes on the nose, fresh and grassy, juicy and ripe on the 
palate with just the right amount of zing, this just goes on and on being brilliant.

Muscadet Fildefer, Sauvion		  2020	 12 per case	 £10.45	 £125.40

At the very mouth of the Loire river, Muscadet’s heartland is in Sèvre et Maine, just east of 
Nantes, and Château de Cléray is one of its most respected growers; the property was bought 
some years ago by the Grands Chais de France, who have kept former owner Pierre Sauvion 
making the wine here (he also makes PC favourite, Les Rafelières). The 2020 Muscadet Fildefer 
is bright and stony, super-fresh with lovely acidity, a real must – everything about this wine is a 
winner, right down to the cool clamp-style closure.

Reuilly Tradition, Domaine Dyckerhoff		  2019	 12 per case	 £15.50	 £186.00

Christian and Bénédicte Dyckerhoff established their six-hectare domaine in the early 2000s 
on the banks of the Cher, a tributary to the Loire; whilst Christian is from the Loire originally, 
Bénédicte comes from an Alsace winemaking family. Although they have small amounts of Pinots 
Noir and Gris, the focus here is on Sauvignon Blanc which accounts for 80% of their plantings, 
and produces incredibly mineral yet savoury wines, feisty and fresh and beautifully balanced.

Pouilly Fumé Domaine Thibault	 Bottles	 2020	   12 per case	 £18.95	 £227.40
André Dezat et Fils	 Magnums	 2019	 3 per case	 £39.50	 £118.50

Having bought Domaine Thibault in Pouilly, the Dezat family have been gradually expanding their 
vineyards so they now have around 15 hectares of vines in the appellation. Limestone proves 
the main point of difference in the soils between here and their Sancerre vineyards, giving a 
racier, more puritan Sauvignon note, beautifully leafy and fresh with gorgeous length.

12%

12%

13.5%

12.5%

THE LOIRE

NEW
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Sancerre Les Celliers Saint-Romble	 Bottles	 2019	 12 per case	 £19.65	 £235.80
André Dezat et Fils	 Magnums		    3 per case	 £42.95	 £128.85

With the third generation now at the helm, Domaine André Dezat is enjoying small but 
important tweaks, particularly in the vineyard, to maintain and raise the quality of their vines. 
Their 2019 Sancerre is a joy of mineral, flinty fruit, with an almost tropical note reflecting the 
warmth of the vintage, yet with a racy, balanced finish. This is pure pleasure.

13%

THE LOIRE

Delivery

Delivery is free of charge for 24 bottles or more in mainland England and Wales.
All other deliveries in this area are charged at £15 including VAT.

For deliveries outside mainland England and Wales, please telephone us on 01353 721 999 for a quotation. 
Please note that additional delivery charges may apply to deliveries to Scotland, the Highlands and Islands. 

Please ask for a quotation when placing your order. 

Visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for our full terms and conditions
E&OE
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NEW

THE RHÔNE & THE LOIRE – RED

Le Pavillon du Château Beauchêne	 Bottles	 2019	 12 per case	 £11.95	 £143.40
Côtes du Rhône	 Magnums		  6 per case	 £23.50	 £141.00

I am not sure what more we can say about Château Beauchêne’s amazing Pavillon that we 
haven’t said in previous years, but it all bears repeating. Gorgeously fresh with red berry fruit 
underscored by a hint of herby garrigue, it is proper Côtes du Rhône; a crowd pleaser through 
and through – don’t let it pass you by!

Château Beauchêne Le Terroir	 Bottles	 2018	 12 per case	 £15.25	 £183.00
Côtes du Rhône	 Magnums	 2017	 6 per case	 £32.00	 £192.00

Renamed from the 2018 vintage to avoid any potential conflict by using the word ‘premier’, Le 
Terroir from Château Beauchêne is more than just a Côtes du Rhone, lying as it does on the 
outer boundary of Châteauneuf du Pape and benefitting from much of the same soil structure. 
Rich, intense berry fruit, spiced and mineral, this punches way above its weight and offers so 
much bang for your buck. And it ages beautifully too...

Chinon les Temps de Cerises, Domaine de la Noblaie		  2020	 12 per case	 £15.50	 £186.00

After stages with Moueix in Pomerol and Napa, followed by a stint in New Zealand, Jérôme 
Billaud returned to his family vineyards in Chinon to take them forward into the 21st Century. 
He has since doubled the size of their holdings to 24.5 hectares, improved the vineyards and 
built a modern winery to replace the previous one partly sunk into the rocks, and is now 
moving towards organic conversion. Whether autosuggestion or not, his Chinon Temps de 
Cerises is redolent of creamy cherry red fruit with a zip of blackcurrant freshness, crunchy with 
a lovely spiced note behind. Delicious, and even better slightly chilled.

Châteauneuf du Pape, Vignobles de la Serrière		  2018	 12 per case	 £26.85	 £322.20
Château Beauchêne

Although Châteauneuf rules famously allow up to 13 different grape varieties in the blend, here 
at Château Beauchêne it is a tight selection of just three: Grenache, Syrah and a small amount 
of Mourvèdre adding its magical perfume to the blend. This single vineyard wine comes from 
the northern end of Châteauneuf and has beautiful elegance and spice; easily approachable in its 
youth, given a few more years it takes on an extra degree of gravitas.

13%

14.5%

13%

14.5%

THE RHÔNE & THE LOIRE



ALSACE, AUSTRIA, GERMANY & ENGLAND

We have so many exciting new regions to introduce this year that we decided to give 
them a dedicated section; the common theme running through these wines is family, 
with most having been owned by the same family for multiple generations.

In our quest to introduce some Alsace wines to the list, we are delighted to have been 
introduced to Domaine Allimant-Laugner earlier this year. Based in Orschwiller, north 
of Colmar, both sides of the family can trace their history back to the 17th Century, 
although the Domaine itself, run by Hubert and Françoise Laugner and their son 
Nicolas, was formed more recently. They have 40 parcels of vines across 12 hectares, 
the jewel in the crown being their vines in the grand cru Praelatenberg appellation 
which has one of the oldest wine growing histories.

Austria has been rising steadily in vinous terms and we have been so excited by the 
quality of the wines that we have gone in deep. Grüner Veltliner is the grape which 
has made Austria’s name internationally, and for all the right reasons, but there is 
another Veltliner, Roter, with a pinkish hue, which is much older and produces some 
really exquisite wines, particularly in the hands of Stephan Mehofer (pictured) in 
Wagram.  An old family estate, Weingut Mehofer has been in the village of Neudegg 
for over 300 years, and has been fully organic for the last 30, converting when it was 
far from fashionable. These are truly exciting wines with an eye on the future. Also 
from Wagram comes Bernhard Ott’s biodynamic Grüner Veltliner Am Berg, with 
its wonderfully precise minerality; he has more than 80 parcels stretched across 50 
hectares of vines in the Wagram region, north of Vienna, almost all devoted to Grüner.

Every now and then we dip our toes into German wines – we love them, but don’t 
perhaps do enough to convey that to you. Having recently tasted a selection of wines 
from the von Buhl cellars in order to run an offer on their reserve Grosses Gewächs 
wines, their Bone Dry stood out as much for its whacky label as for the sheer 
deliciousness of the wine. It does what it says on the label: Bone Dry.

And finally, our first ever foray into English still wines. Last year, the PC team spent 
a day visiting some East Anglia vineyards specifically to find out more about non-fizz 
production. We came away with a Bacchus from Tuffon Hall, in Sible Hedingham, which 
has won multiple awards over the years, most recently a Silver at both the London 
Wine Competition and the WineGB awards.
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ALSACE & AUSTRIA

ALSACE

Pinot Blanc, Domaine Allimant-Laugner		  2019	 12 per case	 £13.50	 £162.00

From limestone soils, this is the perfect introduction to the Allimant-Laugner wines; a 50/50 
blend of Pinot Blanc and Auxerrois, this is delicious, creamily fresh with lovely floral fruit and a 
light hint of spice which brings a smile to your face.

Gewürztraminer, Domaine Allimant-Laugner		  2019	 12 per case	 £16.40	 £196.80

Alsace has lots of granite around and Allimant-Laugner’s Gewürztraminer clearly laps it up; deep 
gold with a slight pink tinge, this is perfection on the nose! Orange blossom, rosewater, Turkish 
Delight, spicy and leafy – and what you get on the nose carries on to the palate, rich and grapey 
with hints of blossom, with counterbalancing acidity, this is a true pleasure.

AUSTRIA - WHITE

Grüner Veltliner Wagram Klassik, Weingut Mehofer		  2020	 6 per case	 £12.50	 £75.00

The regional Klassik wines from Mehofer are aimed squarely at easy drinking and they make a 
conscious effort to keep the alcohol levels low whilst maintaining the full characteristics of the 
grape. This is all about fresh, creamy, lightly spiced white fruits with just a hint of white pepper 
and a lovely citrus zing behind. The most perfect introduction to Grüner Veltliner.

Roter Veltliner Klassik, Weingut Mehofer		  2020	 6 per case	 £15.00	 £90.00

Despite the Veltliner name, this is not related to Grüner and used to be much more widely 
planted than it is now – although Stephan admits that it isn’t much fun to grow, which might go 
some way to explaining why. Tightly controlled yields at Mehofer reduce the potential crop by 
almost 50% – and with careful handling it gets that extra dimension. Lovely leafy green fruit on 
the nose, plump and citrusy with a hint of honey on the palate, this is deliciously different and 
definitely worth a detour.
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Grüner Veltliner Am Berg, Bernhard Ott		  2020	 6 per case	 £16.75	 £100.50

From a variety of different plots around Feuersbrunn, Bernhard Ott’s Am Berg is fermented 
entirely in stainless steel, with a few months on the lees for added complexity, and it is supreme. 
Incredibly youthful with notes of white peach and pear, really evocative, it is beautifully saline 
and mineral with bags of fresh fruit and a lovely zip of backbone. Oh, and did we say it’s organic? 
Even better.

Grüner Veltliner Neudegg, Weingut Mehofer		  2020	 6 per case	 £18.00	 £108.00

The village of Neudegg is the most northerly in the Wagram region and benefits from a slightly 
higher altitude; Stephan unusually vinifies 2% of his fruit as whole bunches to increase the 
flavour profile. Rich, caramelised white pear, spiced and fresh, this is beautifully precise, balancing 
richness and raciness. Perfection.

AUSTRIA - RED

Zweigelt Neudegg, Weingut Mehofer		  2018	 6 per case	 £18.00	 £108.00

Originally created in the 1920s by Friedrich Zweigelt from a crossing between St Laurent and 
Blaufrankisch, until recently Zweigelt’s spread has been limited to Austria – where it makes up 
the majority of red plantings – and its closest neighbours, but it is slowly beginning to travel 
further afield. Aged in old Austrian barrels, with no active wood influence, this is deliciously 
vibrant and juicy, brambly and mineral with a lovely sappy twist on the finish. Really refreshing 
and with delicious bite on the end – we recommend you try it.

NEW
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Find more wines online at www.privatecellar.co.uk
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GERMANY

Bone Dry Riesling, Reichsrat von Buhl, Pfalz		  2020	 6 per case	 £15.85	 £95.10

Until 1952 the von Buhls controlled 200 hectares of vines and woodland, but with no 
inheritors the land was gradually being sold off until it was rescued in 2005 by the late Achim 
Niederberger who wanted to re-focus on the quality. The Bone Dry is 100% Riesling with 
a deliciously alluring, white flower nose, musky and fresh with lovely racy acidity – a great 
combination of flowers, stony fruit and tart lemons – yum!

ENGLAND

Tuffon Hall Bacchus, Essex		  2020	 6 per case	 £14.50	 £87.00

Until relatively recently, still English wines were a bit of a curiosity for the masochistic, with 
the climate not always lending itself to fully ripen grapes. And then there is this – all leafy, 
gooseberry, elderflower notes on the nose, with warm yellow stone fruits behind, this combines 
plumpness with racy acidity, and finishes with a lovely bite of sherbet on the end; perfect as an 
aperitif but equally at home alongside food. We dare you to try it!

12%

11%
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Look out for English sparkling wines from Ambriel in the 
Champagne & Sparkling Wine section on pages 65 and 66.



Amongst the many strange outcomes of the first 2020 lockdown, one of the more 
unexpected was the runaway sales of rosé compared to any other wine style. Perhaps 
part of the explanation lies with the thought that it would be a short-term hiatus, 
that lockdown would soon be over, but whilst the sun was shining and we were at 
home, why not indulge in a sneaky glass of rosé in the garden? As a result, no sooner 
had we shipped than we had run out again, and it proved to be an opportune time to 
introduce our first ever bag in box, the Rosé Mediterranée from Figuière which was a 
huge success.

Despite tasting a whole raft of different wines, we have kept our focus on the old 
favourites, particularly a cluster from the Var, north west of Nice. Château Sainte Croix, 
in Carcès, is just delicious, and slips down a treat but at the time of writing, we are 
waiting to hear just how badly they have been hit by the April 2021 frosts, hoping they 
have escaped lightly. Close by is Château Bellini, brainchild of Tom Bove who seems to 
have a gilded touch with his vineyards and properties. His first, Miraval, was famously 
bought by Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt, whilst his second, La Mascaronne, was bought 
by Château Cos d’Estournel just last year; luckily he has kept hold of Château Bellini 
and is still working his magic there. Just a bit further west Magali Combard at Figuière 
makes her ridiculously easy drinking Mediterrannée which continues to reel us in, 
and this year its uplifting Mediterranean-influenced label offers real summer promise, 
vicarious or otherwise. Closer to the coast is Pierrefeu, home to GrandRosé and 
acknowledged as the top rosé area of the Coteaux de Provence, producing a more 
serious style of wine.

Moving west and up to St Emilion, Charlotte Krajewski is crafting some really exquisite 
rosés at Clos Cantenac, using a combination of concrete eggs, large barrels and 
stainless steel. These wines are very different from the Provence style, with more 
texture and weight on the palate. As a result, whilst they make delicious aperitif wines 
– we have destruction-tested them here at Private Cellar – they are also structured 
enough to match well with food and to drink at any time of year, whatever the 
weather. Now that is the best sort of optimism!

STILL ROSÉ

See page 66 for Sparkling Rosé and find more wines 
on-line at www.privatecellar.co.uk



TO ORDER T: 01353 721 999  E: orders@privatecellar.co.uk

 	£ per bottle	 £ per case
 	 inc VAT	 inc VAT

 	 ABV %

19

STILL ROSÉ

Château Sainte Croix Rosé, IGP Var	 Bottles 	 2020	 12 per case	 £10.95	 £131.40
	 Magnums		  6 per case	 £25.98	 £155.88
	 Double Magnums		  1 per case	 £72.00

Château Sainte Croix’s first five hectares of vines were planted in 1924; fourth generation 
Stéphane Pélépol now manages more than 50 hectares, spread across the Var region, focusing 
on rosé as well as red wines. Alluringly pale pink with delicious semi-tropical fruits on the 
palate, this goes to a lovely fresh, leafy finish. Bring on the sunshine!

Figuière Mediterranée Rosé	 Bottles 	 2020	 12 per case	 £12.85	 £154.20
	 5 litre Bag in Box		  2 per case	 £76.00	 £152.00

Magali Combard runs the family domaine, Figuière, which extends over some 200 hectares 
producing no fewer than five different rosés, each markedly different from the other; 
the majority of the domaine has been organic for decades although not all vineyards are 
certified. Very pale pink with a nose of light red berry fruit, leafy and lightly juicy – really easy 
drinking, just for sheer pleasure.

GrandRosé, AOP Côtes de Provence (Pierrefeu)		  2020	 6 per case	 £18.50	 £111.00

A blend of Grenache, Syrah, Cinsault and Rolle (aka Vermentino), grown on limestone and schist 
which gives an additional intensity and lift to the wine. Very pale with vibrant redcurrant fruit 
and a hint of rhubarb and custard, deliciously fresh but with a lovely long finish. Probably their 
best wine ever.

Château Bellini Rosé, Coteaux Varois Provence		  2020	 6 per case	 £16.85	 £101.10

Tom Bove specialises in taking on dilapidated old estates and rebuilding them for modern living 
whilst maintaining their aura of age; an engraving of the huntress Diana, found when renovating 
the château, has been put to use on the label. Very pale pink with a juicy, leafy fresh fruit nose, 
this is creamy and rich on the palate, with a lovely racy bite on the finish. Supremely refreshing.

STILL ROSÉ
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L’Exuberance Rosé du Clos Cantenac	 Bottles	 2020	 6 per case	 £21.00	 £126.00
Bordeaux	 Magnums		  3 per case	 £42.00	 £126.00

Rosé from St Emilion is still very much a niche product – so much so that it cannot use the 
appellation – but every year one or two more appear to join Clos Cantenac, one of the 
first to break ranks. Made from 100% Merlot, part fermented in oak with lees stirring to add 
texture, this is creamy and rich with delicious red berry and raspberry fruit, really smooth and 
accomplished. Great wine.

Elégance Rosé de Clos Cantenac	 Bottles	 2019	 6 per case	 £42.00	 £252.00
Bordeaux	 Magnums		  3 per case	 £84.00	 £252.00

The dream child of Charlotte Krajewski, who knew what she was trying to make, this came 
together when she used a concrete egg for its production; the shape of the egg keeps the lees 
in perpetual motion, more gentle than bâtonnage, and produces a wine with an extraordinarily 
silky texture, not a word often associated with rosé. Red berry fruit with a hint of leafy herbs, 
this is full bodied, rich yet beautifully fresh. This has legs.
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STILL ROSÉ

= Private Cellar is a Key UK Agent for these properties

Delivery

Delivery is free of charge for 24 bottles or more in mainland England and Wales.
All other deliveries in this area are charged at £15 including VAT.

For deliveries outside mainland England and Wales, please telephone us on 01353 721 999 for a quotation. 
Please note that additional delivery charges may apply to deliveries to Scotland, the Highlands and Islands. 

Please ask for a quotation when placing your order. 

Visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for our full terms and conditions
E&OE



The Bordelais have regularly been teased for declaring that the latest release is yet 
another ‘Vintage of the Century’ but recently their claim has not been so far-fetched. 
Philippe Blanc of Château Beychevelle admitted in October 2019 that he didn’t know 
how to describe the vintage, saying that he thought he had hit peak perfection with 
the 2016; then came the 2018 (better) and then 2019 – who would believe him if he 
said it was even better? But so it proved. Until relatively recently, Bordeaux’s climate 
was considered marginal in terms of ripening grapes and châteaux routinely added 
sugar to increase alcohol levels above 10.5%, in order to comply with appellation law. 
Nowadays, it is more normal to see straight Bordeaux naturally achieving 13%, and for 
those areas dependent on Merlot, it can be a struggle to keep the alcohol below 15%. 
Happily, clever work in the vineyard is now being used to mitigate the extra heat over 
the past few vintages which, in turn, is bringing an unprecedented catalogue of superbly 
alluring, ready-to-drink wines to the table, particularly in the form of the 2015s and 
2016, drinking well now but still young, and 2017, providing earlier drinking with its 
softer tannins.

Having noticed that our list was skewed somewhat towards the Merlot-dominated 
Right Bank, this year we have added several new wines from the Left Bank, particularly 
from the Haut-Médoc where there is superb value to be had. Running from just north 
of Bordeaux all the way up to St Estèphe, the Haut-Médoc covers all those vineyards 
not in one of the major communes, where many of the vineyards literally intertwine 
with the great names. The dominant variety here is Cabernet Sauvignon, giving black 
fruited wines with a more visible structure, yet eminently drinkable.

Despite our best attempts, Bordeaux’s white wines still remain somewhat of a 
trade secret – where we can list umpteen clarets, the appetite for as many whites 
is more restricted. However, PC favourites Château Argadens and Clos des Lunes 
remain perfect for those suffering from Sauvignon fatigue – although they have some 
Sauvignon Blanc in the blend, the Sémillon balances this out giving a lush yet racy 
wine. A winner all round.

Zoom tastings throughout the past year have encouraged us to seek out half bottles 
so you will find a small selection here with more available on-line – please contact us 
for details as these can change rapidly, depending on demand and availability.

BORDEAUX
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Château Argadens Blanc, Bordeaux		  2019	 6 per case	 £12.95	 £77.70

Château Argadens is a good hour south of Bordeaux City, in the heart of the Entre-Deux-Mers, 
and of its 45 hectares just three are down to white grapes, split between Sauvignon (65%) and 
Sémillon, that peculiarly successful Bordeaux pairing. The Sauvignon is allowed to rest on its 
skins pre-fermentation which gives more complex flavours, resulting in a juicy yet zingy wine, 
floral with a hint of grapefruit and a deliciously bright finish. Beautifully mouth-watering and 
moreish.

Lune d’Argent, Clos des Lunes, Bordeaux		  2019	 6 per case	 £19.25	 £115.50

Despite already producing a world class white at Domaine de Chevalier, Oliver Bernard’s 
intention at Clos des Lunes was to write a new chapter in exceptional dry white wine – in the 
heart of Sauternes. Predominantly Sémillon (70%) with the balance Sauvignon Blanc, a quarter 
of the wine is aged in barrels and the rest in tank to keep the zing intact, and the result is lovely 
lemony Sauvignon Blanc layered with mineral, semi-exotic fruit from the Sémillon, without 
doubt greater than the sum of its parts. A perfect example of Sauternes Sec.

Château Picque Caillou Blanc, Pessac Léognan		  2018	 6 per case	 £29.75	 £178.50

Château Picque Caillou was in the countryside but as Bordeaux has expanded it has become 
surrounded by roads and buildings; an agreement with the council ensured that, in return for 
land to build a ring road, the rest of the property would be protected from future building, 
resulting in a slightly surreal 23-hectare vineyard in a sea of asphalt. The vines, however, haven’t 
suffered, benefitting if anything from the residual heat which helps them avoid frost damage and 
promotes earlier ripening. A blend of 80% Sauvignon Blanc and 20% Sémillon, all fermented in 
barrel, this is sherbety fresh in youth with hints of lime flowers, gaining in weight and intensity 
as it ages – and delicious at each and every stage. 

DRY WHITE BORDEAUX
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Please also take a look at our constantly updated
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HOUSE CLARET

Private Cellar’s House Claret	 Halves	 2017	 12 per case	 £8.25	 £99.00
Château Argadens, Bordeaux Supérieur	 Bottles		  12 per case	 £12.95	 £155.40
	 Magnums		  6 per case	 £26.50	 £159.00

The Sichel family, owners of Château Angludet and part owners of Palmer in Margaux, bought 
Château Argadens in 2002, and their significant investment in the vineyard and cellars has 
truly paid off. Every year, our House Claret is in our top ten best-seller list, and in 2020 it was 
number one. Rich red berry fruit with a distant grilled note, mineral and plummy, this is proper 
claret with definition and structure, a hint of cedar and maturity, and a must-buy. 

HALF BOTTLES

Château Puy Blanquet, Grand Cru St Emilion	 Halves	 2016	 24 per case	 £15.25	 £366.00

Close to the border with Castillon, Château Puy Blanquet is planted on limestone soils which 
give elegance and finesse to the wine – Edouard Moueix described this particular wine as ‘lace’ 
– but with tension and power behind. Rich, intense and spiced, very youthful and will develop 
further, if given the chance.

Château Chantalouette, Pomerol	 Halves	 2016	 24 per case	 £17.00	 £408.00

From the western side of Pomerol, Chantalouette forms part of Château de Sales and between 
them they make up one of the larger Pomerol properties. Lovely juicy black and red fruits with 
a distant grilled note, this is still young but opens up beautifully in the glass for a deliciously 
affordable slice of Pomerol.

Haut Roc Blanquant, Grand Cru St Emilion	 Halves	 2016	 12 per case	 £19.75	 £237.00

Premier Grand Cru Classé Château Bélair Monange has two secondary wines, Annonce de 
Bélair and Haut Roc Blanquant, which are made from either younger vines or less propitious 
lots. This is named after one of the more exposed plots at Bélair Monange, a high rocky site 
(Haut Roc) with a particularly dense limestone soil (Blanquant). Rich and racy on the nose, 
grilled and intense with dark plummy fruits, this is spiced, perfumed and truly delicious, with a 
long, violet-inflected finish. Superb wine.

RED BORDEAUX:  HOUSE CLARET AND HALF BOTTLES
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Please see page 24 for half bottles of Château Mathiot
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Château Mathiot, Bordeaux	 Halves	 2018	 12 per case	 £6.95	 £83.40
	 Bottles	 2016	 12 per case	 £10.85	 £130.20
	 Magnums	 2016	 6 per case	 £23.50	 £141.00

Owned by the Dubourg family and based in the Entre-Deux-Mers, Château Mathiot is one of 
the truly simple pleasures in life. Juicy red berry fruit, sweet and ripe, with just the right amount 
of tannin to give backbone but not scare the horses, this is a delicious everyday claret – and 
even better in magnum.

Château Haut Gay, Bordeaux Supérieur		  2017	 6 per case	 £11.85	 £71.10

With its trademark bright orange label, Guillaume de Taste’s Château Haut Gay always stands 
out in a line up. From north of St Emilion and east of Bourg, the wine is predominantly Merlot 
with a slug of Cabernet Franc; in 2017, much of the potential harvest was wiped out by frost, 
but those vines which survived were granted an exceptional growing season. Delicious supple 
red berry fruit with a lovely grilled note behind, this is easy drinking and pure enjoyment.

Château Beaulieu, Bordeaux Supérieur		  2018	 6 per case	 £12.85	 £77.10

Guillaume de Taste’s more ‘serious’ wine, again from east of Bourg, where he has 20 hectares 
planted with 60% Merlot, the balance being Cabernets Franc and Sauvignon.  Beaulieu has more 
structure than Haut Gay and as such takes a year or two longer to come round – but that can 
be accelerated by judicious decanting prior to drinking! Deep red black fruit with a lovely lick of 
grilled oak behind and supple, ripe tannins, this will get better and better.

Bordeaux, Ets Jean-Pierre Moueix		  2016	 12 per case	 £12.95	 £155.40

The house wine of any establishment is usually a pretty good indicator of their ethos, and 
with Jean-Pierre Moueix, as you might expect, their own label generics are perfect quality 
doorkeepers. The origins can be found in lots which don’t quite make the grade for a Château 
label, and therefore offer excellent value for money. Unsurprisingly, even their Bordeaux is 
Merlot-rich, with a delicious nose of red and black fruit, a light hint of cedar on the palate and 
fine supple tannins on the finish – supremely comforting.

RED BORDEAUX
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NEW

Château Tayet, Cuvée Prestige	 Bottles	 2016	 6 per case	 £15.75	 £94.50
Bordeaux Supérieur	 Magnums		  6 per case	 £34.50	 £207.00

Each vintage of Château Tayet seems to go up a notch in quality – winemaker Jean-Michel 
Garcion is, quite simply, a genius with grapes. This has to be one of the best value clarets on our 
list, and its proximity to Margaux (virtually just over the fence) really shows in the aromas and 
flavours. Lovely supple black fruits, light cedar notes, ripe, lithe tannins, this is really polished and 
never fails to wow the crowds. Perfection.

THE LEFT BANK

Château Tour Cordouan, Médoc 		  2017	 12 per case	 £14.35	 £172.20

From the very northern part of the Médoc peninsula, Château Tour Cordouan is named after 
the 14th Century lighthouse built to warn ships off the estuary’s mudbanks. Owned by part 
of the Cruse family, formerly a dynamic négociant house, Tour Cordouan is a 50/50 blend of 
Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot with juicy, stalky red and black fruits and a distant hint of cedar 
going to a supple finish. Proper Médoc and an easy drinker.

Médoc, Ets Jean-Pierre Moueix		  2016	 12 per case	 £14.65	 £175.80

With 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet Franc and just 40% Merlot, this is out of the 
norm for the Moueix team and is a true Médocain wine. Vibrant leafy red and black fruit on the 
nose, with hints of blackcurrant on the crunchy black fruited palate, the tannins are present but 
supple with a fine, grilled note on the finish. Delicious and an enormously popular wine.

Reflets de Cissac, Haut-Médoc		  2017	 12 per case	 £14.95	 £179.40

The second wine of Cru Bourgeois Château Cissac in the northern Médoc, and it is a true 
second wine in that it is made from barrels which didn’t make the cut for the grand vin. 70% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 22% Merlot and 8% Petit Verdot, this has lovely perfumed black fruits, good 
plummy complexity and a moreish, mineral finish. A delicious chip off the old block.

RED BORDEAUX
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Les Tours de Beaumont, Haut-Médoc		  2016	 6 per case 	 £16.25	 £97.50

Lying almost exactly half way between Margaux and Pauillac, Château Beaumont has more than 
100 hectares under vine, unusually in one block, and produces incredibly consistent wines year 
on year; not for nothing are the wines so well loved in the UK. Their second wine, Tours de 
Beaumont, offers a delicious introduction to the grand vin, and the 2016 in particular is hugely 
successful; almost half and half Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot, this has delicious blackcurrant 
fruit backed up with supple tannins and a lovely mineral finish.

La Closerie de Camensac, Haut-Médoc		  2015	 12 per case	 £18.50	 £222.00

5ème Cru Classé Château Camensac is to the west of St Julien and is one of just five Haut-
Médoc wines to be included in the 1855 classification. Now part owned by Jean Merlaut (owner 
of Gruaud Larose, amongst other properties), the wines here are always very focused and 
grown up. Their 2015 second wine, Closerie de Camensac, is packed full of grilled black fruits, 
cedary and deliciously drinkable now, although it will keep for a couple of years too.

Château Cap de Haut, Haut-Médoc	 Bottles	 2017	 12 per case	 £18.95	 £227.40
	 Magnums		  6 per case	 £39.74	 £238.44

Sister property to Medieval Château de Lamarque, Marie-Hélène Gromand d’Evry has 
transformed the Cap de Haut vineyard following the cousinié method, virtually organic and 
based on historical evidence of what works rather than anything fancy or new, and the results 
in the wine are tangible. In 2017, because of frost damage, the wine is unusually dominated 
by Merlot which gives delicious perfumed red fruits with a lovely grilled note behind, supple 
tannins making it approachable already.

RED BORDEAUX
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Château Balac, Haut-Médoc		  2016	 12 per case	 £20.50	 £246.00

When the Touchais family bought Château Balac in the 1960s there were no vines left and the 
Château, designed by the same architect as the Grand Théâtre in Bordeaux, was in ruins. Roll 
forward a few decades and they now have 19 hectares under vine, the property is restored, 
with the wine being made by the third generation, Lionel Touchais. With 50% Merlot in the 
blend, this has lovely sweet red berry fruit on the nose, a hint of violets, with more serious 
black fruit on the palate and a fine, supple structure. Delicious now, this will also keep.

Château Cissac, Haut-Médoc		  2017	 12 per case	 £20.50	 £246.00

Midway between Pauillac and St Estèphe, Château Cissac is an old favourite with 65 hectares of 
vines dominated by Cabernet Sauvignon; it has been in the Vialard family for some time and is 
now run by fifth generation Marie Vialard. 2017 was the year of the frost but, thankfully, most of 
the Cissac vines were left intact. The wine has a deliciously alluring nose of black fruits, violets 
and a hint of underbrush, with plentiful supple tannins on the palate and a fresh, mineral finish. 
Drinking beautifully now, this will age well for a couple of years too.
	
Château Picque Caillou, Pessac-Léognan		  2018	 12 per case	 £29.00	 £348.00

The reputation of Picque Caillou continues to grow under the stewardship of the charming 
Calvet family; buried deep in the urban jungle now, their 20 hectares of vines are dominated by 
Cabernet Sauvignon with Merlot and a small amount of Petit Verdot to balance. Their 2018 is a 
big, structured wine with deliciously spiced black fruits, really impressive and probably needing a 
couple more years to show at its best – but decanted now, it is a wonder.

Château Haut Breton Larigaudière, Margaux		  2016	   6 per case	 £34.25	 £205.50

The left bank jewel in the de Schepper crown, Haut Breton was bought by the family in the 
1960s when it had just two hectares of vines; that has now been increased to 17 hectares 
across 33 plots, planted with 70% Cabernet Sauvignon, an unusually high percentage for 
Margaux. Their 2016 has buckets of ripe, textured red and black fruits, grilled and mineral with 
hints of black cherry and tobacco and is, frankly, superb.
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Château Carignan	 Bottles	 2017	 12 per case	 £16.50	 £198.00
Cadillac Côtes de Bordeaux	 Magnums		  6 per case	 £34.00	 £204.00
	 Double Magnum		  1 per case	 £80.00

Château Carignan sits just to the east of the city of Bordeaux’s right bank, close to the Garonne 
river, which partially protected the vineyards from the frost of 2017. Winemaker Olivier Frulio 
has been at the helm for years, firstly alongside Louis Mitjavile and now working solo, producing 
wines with lovely definition. Juicy red and black fruits, soft with supple tannins behind, this is 
approachable now but will keep well too. Also in double magnum, for four times the pleasure.

Château Fagnouse, Grand Cru St Emilion		  2016	 12 per case	 £16.90	 £202.80

With nine hectares of vines on prime limestone soils in St Etienne de Lisse, the easternmost 
boundary of St Emilion, Château Fagnouse remains in family hands with the commercial side 
managed by Ets. Jean-Pierre Moueix. Their 2016 is rich and beginning to evolve, with bags of 
black and red fruits to balance out the structure; just beginning to drink well, this will continue 
to improve for some time.

Clos Fontaine, Côtes de Francs		  2017	 6 per case	 £17.90	 £107.40

The name Thienpont is a big one in Bordeaux, with various branches of the same family; one 
side owns Le Pin, another Vieux Château Certan, while yet another runs a successful négociant 
business, whose family property is Clos Fontaine, in the Côte de Francs, north of Castillon. This 
is an area that is frequently overlooked but a source of some seriously good wines. We snapped 
up all of their 2017 that we could with its dense red and black fruits, spiced and surprisingly 
rich, beautifully balanced and hugely drinkable already.

St Emilion, Ets Jean-Pierre Moueix	 Bottles	 2016	 12 per case	 £19.50	 £234.00
	 Magnums		  6 per case	 £39.50	 £237.00

When tasting with Edouard Moueix recently – naturally, via Zoom – we were reminded that 
the selection for their St Emilion and Pomerol is bolstered by lots rejected from their grander 
properties, which goes some way to explain why they are just so good. 85% Merlot with 15% 
Cabernet Franc, from clay-limestone soils, this has delicious smoky black fruits on the nose, 
with finely textured tannins behind the red fruits on the palate and a long, balanced finish.
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Château Magnan la Gaffelière 	 Bottles	 2015	 12 per case	 £22.50	 £270.00
Grand Cru St Emilion	 Magnums		  6 per case	 £45.85	 £275.10

Next to Clos La Madeleine, and part of the Moueix stable since 2017, the earlier vintages of 
Magnan la Gaffelière were made under the watchful eye of Hubert de Boüard of neighbouring 
Angélus – not many wines can claim two premiers grands crus classés in their history. Lovely 
spiced black fruit, with hints of blackcurrant and a distant cedar note, perfumed and supple, this 
is fully drinkable now but will also keep and continue to develop.

Château Puy Blanquet, Grand Cru St Emilion		  2017	 12 per case	 £24.00	 £288.00

In common with most of Bordeaux, frost hit St Emilion hard in 2017, resulting in a 76% drop in 
production in this appellation alone, with few properties spared. At Puy Blanquet, in St Etienne 
de Lisse, while their lot was no better, the rest of the growing season helped compensate, 
producing wines with surprising concentration, depth and layering. Rich red and black fruits, 
with ripe tannins behind and a lovely grilled end note make this approachable now but with the 
wherewithal to develop further.

Pomerol, Ets Jean-Pierre Moueix		  2018	 12 per case	 £25.25	 £303.00

The Moueix Pomerol has been such a success that we have had to move forward to the 2018 
already; 95% Merlot with 5% Cabernet Franc, this is all about brooding dark fruits with hints 
of dark chocolate, grilled with notes of violets and spice with a lovely mineral undertone. 
Wonderfully fresh yet mouth-filling; we would recommend decanting as it is chock-full of fruit 
and tannin and would benefit from being released from its bottle early.

Château Pindefleurs, Grand Cru St Emilion		  2012	 12 per case	 £25.25	 £303.00

From the western edge of St Emilion, and with its vineyards partly on the Dordogne floodplain 
and partly on the lower St Emilion slopes, Château Pindefleurs is run by brother and sister 
team Pierre and Audrey Lauret under the watchful eye of their parents. Practising sustainable 
viticulture to protect the environment, they strive to produce the best wine with the least 
intervention, using a mix of barriques and larger barrels to reduce the wood influence on the 
fruit. Their 2012 is sumptuous for drinking now with lovely red berry fruit with a very distant 
grilled oak note, structured yet supple, this is a class act.
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Château Tour Baladoz, Grand Cru St Emilion		  2016	 6 per case	 £29.95	 £179.70

The first Bordeaux property bought by the Belgian de Schepper family, Tour Baladoz is in St 
Laurent des Combes to the east of St Emilion, with vineyards on the famed limestone plateau 
and also in the verdant St Laurent valley below, where they count Troplong Mondot and Tertre 
Roteboeuf among their vinous neighbours. The 2016 is rich and intense, with lashings of fruit 
masking the important supporting tannins, with a lightly grilled blueberry note behind. A lovely, 
very energetic and youthful wine. Supremely elegant. 

Haut Roc Blanquant, Grand Cru St Emilion		  2014	 6 per case	 £35.00	 £210.00

Edouard Moueix is careful to note that this is not the second wine of Belair Monange, merely 
a second wine; Annonce is the principal second wine, with the wines diverted to Haut Roc 
Blanquant being those which ooze charm rather than structure. This is certainly the case for 
the 2014, a cool, classic vintage which here is all about enticing savoury black fruits, spiced and 
rich with supple tannins behind, beautifully drinkable now.

Château Plince, Pomerol		  2015	 12 per case	 £39.00	 £468.00

Sitting right on the edge of Pomerol, almost squeezed out by the town of Libourne, the Plince 
vineyards are a mix of sand and clay; an ideal combination for both wet and dry years. 2015 
had a hot summer, during which the clay held moisture for the vines deep below the soil. 
Wonderfully spiced and intense, with hints of clove, cinnamon, and even orange zest, this has 
bags of dark fruits on the palate which mask the ripe tannins, going to a lovely fresh finish. 
Superb.

Château Bourgneuf, Pomerol		  2017	 12 per case	 £54.00	 £648.00

On the western edge of the famed Pomerol plateau, Bourgneuf’s soils are gravel and clay over 
an iron-rich clay subsoil; The 2017 frost which seemed to settle predominantly at the foot of 
even slightly sloping vineyards was followed by a genial growing season afterwards, and those 
grapes which made it to full maturity made a wine bursting with character; lovely red and black 
fruit, lightly savoury, with fine tannins and balancing acidity, this is fresh yet powerful, and only at 
the start of its life.
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SWEET WHITE BORDEAUX

Château des Mailles	 Halves	 2016 	 12 per case	 £9.80	 £117.60
Sainte Croix du Mont	 Bottles	 2017	 6 per case	 £17.75	 £106.50

The tragedy of sweet white Bordeaux is that none of us drink enough of it. It is much more 
time consuming to produce a sweet wine from low yields than a dry white or red, yet in order 
to try and encourage sales producers keep their prices artificially low. We urge you to give this 
a spin with its succulent, caramelised fruit, a hint of orange blossom, some honey, and a zip of 
acidity for balance. Try it with an aged hard cheese, blue cheese or oysters – but do try it!

Our Fine Wine List

The Private Cellar Fine Wine List is a well-established feature in our overall offering and you can view the 
regularly updated list on-line at www.privatecellar.co.uk or ask us to e-mail it to you every month. This list is 
still requested most often and used as a source by the international trade but the price to them is the same 

to you, reflecting the market/trade price. 

One customer’s idea of Fine Wine is another person’s everyday wine so our list comprises a wide range of 
prices and styles, with the aim of there being something for everyone.

Visit our website at www.privatecellar.co.uk and click on the Fine Wines tab to see our current selection 
of mature vintages from all over the world. This is a great hunting ground for the famous names and most 

sought after vintages.

SWEET WHITE BORDEAUX

13%
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The global market for Burgundy, red and white, appears to be insatiable, pushing up 
prices for the wines and also for the land, which is seeing long-established Burgundian 
families move ever further up the hillsides. The result is that the outlying appellations 
are seeing a huge boost, both in terms of financial investment and, more importantly, 
of know-how. In turn, the presence of mainstream names in these less well-known 
regions improves their visibility and brings more interest. This has been happening for 
some time in areas like Rully and Montagny, whose wines have grown in quality over 
the years, but is now filtering into smaller zones like Maranges where there are some 
very serious wines to be had. Whilst we would love to be drinking Meursault and 
Puligny, Gevrey and Vosne on a daily basis, our perennial mission is to find wines which 
are perhaps not quite as lofty but which make us feel as good, to take their place. 

Ever warmer growing seasons in Burgundy – the past two harvests have recorded 
increased sun hours and temperatures – mean that so long as the vines survive frost 
and hail, the winemakers have had perfectly ripe fruit on their hands, something that 
couldn’t be guaranteed even a couple of decades ago. For the whites, the 2018s and 
2019s are deliciously approachable now but with enough acidity to keep them fresh; 
the 2019s will last longer overall than the 2018s. In terms of red Burgundy, the same 
sunny seasons mean that the 2018s and 2019s are already drinking surprisingly well, 
particularly in the Côte de Beaune with lovely juicy fruit. However, in the Côtes de 
Nuits, whose wines generally have a greater tannic structure, the 2015s and 2016s are 
the ones to head for now being ripe and substantial with lots going on in the glass. 

At the time of writing in April 2021, reports of frost devastation are flooding in; Adèle 
Matrot alerted us to a 90% loss in their Chardonnay vines – which make up 75% of 
their vineyard area – and Lamblin in Chablis are talking about losing 70-80% of their 
crop. These losses will dominate any discussion about Burgundy for years to come, 
a region that has truly been through the mill in the past 15 years thanks to frost, hail, 
mildew and drought – four less welcome vineyard horsemen could not be imagined. 
2017 and 2018 have been the only really generous vintages in the past decade so make 
hay and stock up while you can. 

BURGUNDY & BEAUJOLAIS
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WHITE BEAUJOLAIS

Beaujolais Villages les Bruyères Blanc		  2019	 12 per case	 £15.95	 £191.40
Domaine des Combiers, Laurent Savoye

With 98% of the vineyards in Beaujolais planted to the red Gamay grape, it is understandable 
that Beaujolais Blanc remains somewhat below the radar. In our view it deserves more 
exposure. Laurent Savoye’s Bruyères Blanc is deliciously good – creamy with a light citrus note, 
pure and mineral too, it combines rich with racy; a perfect outcome.

RED BEAUJOLAIS

Beaujolais Villages Elégance		  2020	 12 per case	 £13.95	 £167.40
Domaine des Combiers, Laurent Savoye

The magic of Beaujolais comes from the granite soils, remnants of a long dead volcano, which 
push Gamay to its best expression, giving the wines mouth-watering minerality. Domaine des 
Combiers Elégance lives up to its name, with gorgeously soft, supple red and black berry fruit, 
fresh yet ripe with soft tannins behind – chilled on a hot day, it is a revelation.

Fleurie Montgenas		  2019	 12 per case	 £22.50	 £270.00
Domaine des Combiers, Laurent Savoye

Of Domaine des Combier’s nine hectares, 1.8 of them are in Fleurie, where the granite takes on 
a particularly pink hue. Laurent produces two different Fleuries, one of which, the Montgenas, 
spends some time in older oak barrels which allows it to round out and soften. The 2019 
is definitely a child of its vintage, with gorgeously supple, almost lush, black fruits, tarry and 
perfumed with very supple tannins behind going to a long, spiced finish. The perfect wine when 
chilled on a hot day but just as successful when the nights start to draw in – a great all-rounder.

BEAUJOLAIS
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Please also take a look at our constantly updated

Fine Wine List at www.privatecellar.co.uk
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Mâcon Uchizy, Mallory & Benjamin Talmard		  2020	 12 per case	 £14.85	 £178.20

More than 30 hectares of vines but just one grape – Chardonnay. Split over various appellations 
(including one confusingly called Chardonnay) each has its own particular characteristics, and 
for us the wine which really ticks the box from the Talmards is their Uchizy, from the northern 
end of the Mâcon appellation. With its vibrant citrus fruits with a hint of honeysuckle and lime 
flowers, this slips down beautifully and will age well too – given half a chance.

Bourgogne Blanc, Sorin Coquard (Côte d’Auxerre)		  2020	 12 per case	 £14.95	 £179.40

The Sorin Coquard family look after 25 hectares of vines in and around the village of St Bris le 
Vineux, a mere 20 minutes from Chablis, so it is no surprise that their wines share some of the 
minerality of their neighbour. Their 2020 is a gorgeous blend of lovely ripe fruit, with hints of 
almonds and a grilled back note, with an almost plump palate brought to heel by a racy finish. 
Mouth-wateringly good.

Mâcon Bussières, Domaine Gonon		  2018	 12 per case	 £15.75	 £189.00

Mâcon is dominated by the twin hanging rocks of Vergisson and Solutré which consist of a 
form of limestone derived from coral many millions of years ago; Domaine Gonon’s Bussières 
vineyard is to be found between these two rocks on limestone and iron-rich clay soils. The 
2018 has a delicious linear elegance which offsets its rich plumpness of fruit, all underscored by 
a bright citrus note.

Bourgogne Blanc, Famille Vincent (Pouilly Fuissé)		  2018	 12 per case	 £16.85	 £202.20

Under Napoleonic inheritance rules which split properties down strict, legal lines, inevitably 
many families have distant cousins with a few rows of vines and absolutely no interest in either 
looking after them or harvesting the fruit. To counter this, the Vincent family of Château Fuissé 
look after their family’s vineyards for them, so that the wines can be made and sold on their 
behalf; formerly under the J J Vincent label, this has now been changed to the more explanatory 
name of Famille Vincent. Their Bourgogne Blanc is beautifully rich, floral with citrus notes on 
the nose, soft and almost honeyed but with a lovely zing at the end.

WHITE BURGUNDY
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Chablis, Lamblin & Fils		  2019	 12 per case	 £18.50	 £222.00

Chablis is regularly on the receiving end of whatever meteorological chaos is being thrown 
around and, having had a proper harvest in 2018, as payback 2019 was their smallest harvest for 
20 years – frost and drought being the main challenges. Happily, what did make it into the bottle 
in 2019 is a wonderful combination of mineral white stone fruits, buttery with a lovely zip of 
lemony acidity on the finish. Yum!

Bourgogne Blanc Cuvée Eugenie Dupard		  2019	 12 per case	 £20.35	 £244.20
Domaine Jean Chartron (Puligny Montrachet)

The majority of the fruit for Jean-Michel Chartron’s Bourgogne Blanc comes from his tiny Clos 
de la Combe vineyard opposite the family’s cellars in Puligny, but with the addition of young 
vine fruit from other vineyards he could no longer use the specific vineyard designation, instead 
naming the wine after his mother. That notwithstanding, this is still the same brilliant Puligny-
esque Bourgogne Blanc; all racy citrus fruit with more than a serious touch to it and worth 
every penny.

Bourgogne Chardonnay	 Bottles	 2018	 12 per case	 £20.75	 £249.00
Domaine Matrot (Meursault)	 Magnums		  6 per case	 £48.00	 £288.00

Just as the quality of a house wine gives you an indication of what will follow, so too do the 
regional wines from growers like Domaine Matrot. The majority of the fruit comes from their 
Meursault vineyards, with their Bourgogne Chardonnay bringing a delicious combination of lime 
flower and hazelnut; a real mini-Meursault with lovely citrus and floral notes on the finish.

St Véran, Meurgey Croses		  2019	 12 per case	 £21.25	 £255.00

Pierre Meurgey, previously better known as a négociant based in Beaune, comes originally from 
the Mâconnais; ironically, even though he is using fruit from family vineyards, he cannot – yet 
– call himself a Domaine; but it will come soon. His 2019 St Véran is gloriously luxurious; a 
combination of flowers and minerality, with hints of shortbread and super-ripe fresh apricots, 
underscored by refreshing acidity on the finish. What a delicious wine.

WHITE BURGUNDY
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St Véran, Château Fuissé		  2019	 12 per case	 £21.75	 £261.00

Château Fuissé’s St Véran comes from vineyards on the lower slopes of the Vergisson hanging 
rock with its ancient limestone soils. Their 2019 is beautifully restrained yet plump at the same 
time – with elegant creamed citrus fruits on the nose and a distant hint of brioche on the palate, 
this is a sunny wine to bring a smile to your face.

Pouilly Loché aux Barres, Domaine Laurent Cognard		  2016	 12 per case	 £23.50	 £282.00

Laurent Cognard’s main vineyards are in and around Montagny in the Côte Chalonnaise, 
however access to family vineyards around Pouilly has allowed him to expand further south as 
he gradually first takes the vineyards under management and then buys them from his relatives. 
His Pouilly Loché 2016 is absolutely superb, finally at peak maturity with glorious golden stone 
fruits, a distant mineral touch and a lovely long, elegant finish.

Rully Clos du Moulin à Vent, Domaine Rois Mages		  2019	 12 per case	 £23.85	 £286.20

Over the past few years, Anne-Sophie Debavelaere has been stepping back in favour of her 
son, Félix, who has won the Côte Chalonnaise ‘emerging talent’ winemaker award for the 
second time – félicitations, Félix! The Clos du Moulin à Vent is at the southern end of the Rully 
appellation facing south east on clay soils, which give power and elegance combined; in 2019, 
a hot year, the clay ensured that the vines didn’t suffer from lack of rain. Wonderfully precise 
white stone fruits underscored by racy acidity, with a touch of grilled fruit behind this is superb 
now but, from experience, this will grow and amplify over the next couple of years.

Chablis, Domaine Watson	 Bottles	 2018	 6 per case	 £24.50	 £147.00
	 Magnums	 2019	 6 per case	 £59.00	 £354.00
	 Double Magnum	 2019	 1 per case	 £132.00

Lawyer-cum-winemaker Chris Watson manages his tiny Chablis vineyard with the help of the 
Dampt brothers, who oversee his growing season whilst he is lawyering in London; all blends 
and vinification decisions however remain with him, under their guidance, so the wines are all 
Watson. 2018 was a kind year, even in Chablis, with a more than decent sized harvest at last, 
and the wines are delicious, combining the stony mineral notes of classic Chablis with lovely 
ripe stone fruit from a good summer. Fabulous.
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Hautes Côtes de Beaune Blanc, Domaine Chevrot		  2019	 12 per case	 £25.00	 £300.00

For so many years, the Hautes Côtes wines were the ‘also-rans’, but in these days of climate 
change and expensive land prices, many of the growers have been moving out and up into the 
vineyards above and to the sides of the more famous appellations. Chevrot’s Beaune Blanc is 
beautifully alluring, all white flowers and white stone fruits, a combination of plump and racy 
fruit with a superbly fresh finish. Oh, and it’s organic too, what’s not to like?

Beaune Blanc Clos du Foulot Monopole, Baptiste Guyot		  2019	 6 per case	 £25.50	 £153.00

We first arrived chez Baptiste in the dark, into what can only be called a form of Narnia – you 
leave an urban street and arrive in a one hectare vineyard, butted up to more vineyards on the 
hills above – it was discombobulating to say the least. But the wines … his Clos du Foulot, the 
one hectare just behind his house, is a magical combination of intense, savoury white stone 
fruits with an overlay of white flowers and distant hint of orange zest. Don’t miss this.

Pouilly Fuissé Vieilles Vignes, Meurgey Croses		  2019	 12 per case	 £28.00	 £336.00

In the case of Pierre Meurgey’s vieilles vignes, the vines are between 55 and 95 years old, a pretty 
venerable age by any standards. They come from six different sites around the appellation, some 
of which will become premier cru when the new designations come to life with the 2020 vintage. 
100% barrel fermented with a smidgeon of new oak, this is creamed and rich yet elegant with a 
lovely citrus note behind; the grilled oak is visible but wonderfully integrated, underscoring the 
lovely long, racy finish.

Montagny 1er Cru les Bassets	 Bottles 	 2018	 12 per case	 £28.85	 £346.20
Domaine Laurent Cognard	 Magnums		  3 per case	 £62.00	 £186.00

2018 marks the last year when Laurent Cognard used any new oak in his premier cru Les 
Bassets, the polar opposite to our first meeting, when he used 100% new barrels. Bizarrely, the 
wines have maintained their exuberance and depth of flavour, showing that the man is more 
important perhaps than his tools. His 2018 is racy and fresh with mineral white stone fruits, 
poised and structured with an amazingly long finish. What joy.

WHITE BURGUNDY
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Chablis 1er Cru Vaillons, Lamblin et Fils		  2019	 12 per case	 £28.95	 £347.40

Another vintage, another litany of natural disasters for Chablis; 2019 saw a loss of around 35% 
in total across the Lamblin vineyards, although thankfully premier cru Vaillons got off relatively 
lightly compared to Fourchaumes which was hit hard. The 2019 is a glorious combination of 
bright floral notes, white stone fruits, plump yet mineral with a racy citrus finish – such a great 
combination.

Bourgogne Blanc Côte d’Or, Cuvée Oligocène		  2017	 12 per case	 £29.00	 £348.00
Domaine Patrick Javillier (Meursault)	

Javillier’s Oligocène takes its name from the limestone subsoil in the region; the vineyard itself is 
in Meursault, half Meursault and half Bourgogne Blanc, with the same soil throughout. The 2017 
harvest was an early one and Marion Javillier was expecting a hot style of wine, although it is 
anything but, with lots of golden fruit on the nose and palate, rich with a hint of lemon curd and 
beautifully poised on the finish. Sublime.

Maranges Blanc, Domaine Chevrot		  2018	 12 per case	 £29.80	 £357.60

Lying to the south of the main Côte de Beaune vineyards, Maranges was only recognised as an 
appellation in its own right in 1988, much later than its neighbours on the other side of the hill. 
However, growers like the Chevrots have done much to raise the image of the area, making 
wines with fabulous definition and intensity. White Maranges makes up just a fraction of the 
vineyard area and Chevrot’s 2018 is a gorgeous example – floral, with hints of honeysuckle and 
azalea, rich with a very distant grilled note.

Meursault, Domaine Matrot		  2019	 12 per case	 £48.00	 £576.00

Adèle and Elsa Matrot have now been running the Domaine for long enough to be able to make 
small changes which they feel will increase the quality without dramatically changing the style 
of the wines; one of these changes is to reduce their racking times to when the wines need 
it, allowing them extra time to come together before bottling. The net result is more focused 
wines, tight in youth but still approachable. Their 2019 Meursault is gorgeously mineral, almost 
perfumed with lovely creamy lemon notes behind, with great balance between plump and linear 
Chardonnay. Stunning wine.

WHITE BURGUNDY
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RED BURGUNDY

Bourgogne Rouge, Domaine Jean Vaudoisey		  2019	 12 per case	 £18.85	 £226.20
(Volnay, Pommard and Meursault)

In terms of size, this regional wine is the most important at Domaine Jean Vaudoisey, covering 
more than a third of their 7.5 hectares across Volnay, Pommard and Meursault. It is an amazing 
introduction to the Poirrotte family’s wines, full of juicy red berry fruit, perfume and spice with 
distant, supple tannins. Mouth-wateringly good.

Coteaux Bourguignons, Domaine Truchetet 		  2019	 12 per case	 £19.50	 £234.00
(Nuits St Georges)

Brother and sister Morgan and Julie Truchetet are now fully in charge at the family Domaine, 
and changes are taking place rapidly, including beginning the arduous route to organic 
conversion. Based in Premeaux, they have become something of a magnet for hail in recent 
years which makes organic work all the more challenging. Their 2019 Coteaux Bourguignons, 
with 70% Gamay and 30% Pinot Noir, is deliciously brambly with lovely juicy fruit and light ripe 
tannins on the finish – perfect in the winter or lightly chilled on a warm day.

Bourgogne Pinot Noir Vieilles Vignes Les Chaillots		  2018	 12 per case	 £21.85	 £262.20
Domaine Truchetet (Nuits St Georges)	

Truchetet’s plot of 60 year old vines is just below the Nuits St Georges les Vallerots vineyards, 
with a mix of flint and limestone in the soil, and more than just a hint of Nuits in its style. 
Smoky red berry fruit on the nose, spiced and floral on the palate, this is rich and juicy yet 
elegant and pure, mineral and mouth-filling, a real joy.

Bourgogne Pinot Noir, Domaine Matrot		  2019	 12 per case	 £21.85	 £262.20
(Maranges and Puligny Montrachet)

With no disrespect to Thierry Matrot, under his daughters the reds from the Domaine have 
definitely moved up a gear. Their Bourgogne Pinot Noir, drawn from the Puligny and Maranges 
communes, has deliciously sappy, immediate red berry fruit – redcurrants and even a hint of 
strawberry – with just enough tannin for structure; a perfect mouth-watering accompaniment 
to any meal.
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Bourgogne Pressonnier, Domaine Joseph Roty		  2017	 12 per case	 £25.85	 £310.20
(Gevrey Chambertin)

Over the years we have tried to hold back Roty’s Coteaux Bourguignons and Bourgogne 
Pressonnier for the list, rather than selling out en primeur, but it gets harder every time; 
the wines get better every year and their renown is spreading; due recognition for years of 
consistent hard work.  Once part of the Gevrey appellation, the Pressonnier 2017 is more 
approachable than usual at this stage, with gorgeous red and black fruit, tart but bursting with 
flavour, and a long, structured finish. So much promise, if we can resist for a few years more!

Maranges sur le Chêne, Domaine Chevrot		  2018	 12 per case	 £26.50	 £318.00

2018s bumper harvest would have been a real problem for the Chevrots had they not just 
enlarged their cellar area; as it was, with the new space and new tanks, everything was picked in 
just nine days and every available container filled. The sur le Chêne vineyard is one of the most 
southerly in the appellation, and every year it shows it with plump round red fruits, opulent and 
spiced with ripe but substantial tannins behind and a lovely, long, generous finish. Delicious.

Savigny-lès-Beaune Vieilles Vignes, Domaine Seguin Manuel	 2016	 12 per case	 £29.25	 £351.00

Lying just to the north of Beaune, and effectively a continuation of the lower slopes of the hill of 
Corton, the vineyards of Savigny have a southerly outlook across the open valley lending them a 
generally sunny disposition. Thibaut Marion’s 2016 is delicious now, all dark morello cherry, with 
lovely earthy Pinot notes, ripe with supple tannins behind, and just in that crossover between 
juvenile fruit and nicely aged Burgundy.

Beaune 1er Cru les Sceaux,  Domaine Rois Mages		  2018	 12 per case	 £29.85	 £358.20

Geographically, les Sceaux is one of the lower premiers crus in Beaune; on the southern side and 
mostly hidden in a residential district the Debavelaere vines range between 30 and 50 years 
old. Every year since Félix took over the winemaking here we have said that the latest vintage 
appears to be the best ever – and here we are saying the same again about the 2018. Deliciously 
fruity on the nose, spiced with a herbal note, with lovely pure Pinot on the palate, fresh with a 
light grilled note, this is another step up the ladder of success.
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Marsannay Champs Saint Etienne		  2015	 12 per case	 £32.25	 £387.00
Domaine Joseph Roty

One of the top lieux dits in Marsannay, located in the southern commune of Louchey, the south-
east facing vineyard Champs Saint Etienne systematically produces wines of power and finesse; 
not always a given in Marsannay. The 2015 from Roty is full of big black fruits, creamily rich with 
substantial tannins behind, only just beginning to get into its stride – and what a stride it is.

Bourgogne Côte d’Or, Domaine Parent (Pommard)		  2019	 12 per case	 £33.00	 £396.00

Domaine Parent is based right in the middle of Pommard, with cellars next to the church, so 
it will be no surprise to learn that this is essentially a mini-Pommard. Anne Parent has worked 
tirelessly in the vines to bring suppleness to the wines, where previously Pommard had a (well-
deserved) reputation for being monolithic and impenetrable. Her Bourgogne Côte d’Or is 
brim-full of juicy red berry fruit, perfumed and leafy with ripe, supple tannins behind – it feels so 
much more grown up than the name implies.

Marsannay Rouge, Domaine Joseph Roty		  2017	 12 per case	 £34.00	 £408.00

For Pierre-Jean Roty, 2017 gave riper fruit than either 2018 or 2019, but for whatever reason 
the vintage didn’t catch the imagination in the same way – making this a lovely under-the-radar 
wine. Drawn from several lieux dits across the appellation, this has delicious, rich, almost smoky 
dark fruits with a fine fresh twist behind and a long, fruited finish – proper Pinot, as ever, from 
Domaine Roty.

Volnay, Domaine Jean Vaudoisey		  2018	 12 per case	 £34.90	 £418.80

Romain Poirrotte’s Volnay Villages comes from 1.3 hectares of vines within the appellation, with 
one vineyard just butting up to premier cru Les Mitans. This is all about juicy, charismatic Pinot 
Noir, with classic velvety Volnay fruit, savoury and spiced with lots going on, this is amazingly 
approachable now but will definitely benefit from age.
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Chassagne Montrachet Rouge, Domaine Fontaine Gagnard	 2018	 12 per case	 £36.00	 £432.00

Of Fontaine Gagnard’s 12 hectares of vines, 1.5 are given over to Pinot Noir, once the majority 
planting in Chassagne but now very much in the minority. Their 2018 is a joy from start to 
finish, from a glorious ruby red to lovely plump Pinot fruit on the nose, grilled and juicy, and 
finishing with a broad, spiced, focused and concentrated palate. It is so drinkable now, but it will 
keep and improve too. If you can bear to leave it unopened…

Gevrey Chambertin Vieilles Vignes	 Bottles	 2016	 12 per case	 £39.00	 £468.00
Domaine Rossignol-Trapet	 Magnums		  6 per case	 £84.00	 £504.00

Run by brothers Nicolas and David Rossignol, Domaine Rossignol-Trapet has been certified 
biodynamic for many years now; their wines always have a particular purity and focus to the 
fruit which comes from such single-minded attention in the vineyard. Their 2016 Gevrey is 
still very youthful but beginning to change from primary black fruit notes into a rather more 
sophisticated being; tarry and ripe with a substantial structure behind, this is delicious now but 
will continue to evolve – and improve – for a few more years yet.

Volnay, Domaine Lucien Boillot		  2017	 12 per case	 £45.00	 £540.00

Pierre Boillot’s Volnay villages comes from a single plot, Grands Poisots, on the Pommard side 
of the village where there is more clay in the soil which gives an extra boost of power. Like the 
man, Pierre’s wines are always reticent at first but as they open they show their charming side; 
his 2017 Volnay has big, structured black fruits with lovely spice behind, mineral and even stony 
with a lovely perfume on the end. Youthful but incredibly enticing. 

Nuits Saint Georges aux Allots		  2016	 12 per case	 £47.85	 £574.20
Bertrand Machard de Gramont

2016 was the year of a big frost in Burgundy, which struck somewhat erratically, hitting 
vineyards normally untouched and leaving usually vulnerable ones unscathed. Sadly, the Machard 
de Gramont vines were hit hard, with their final tally just 7,500 bottles – less than a third of 
their usual production. Les Allots, on the Vosne side of Nuits, entrances with lovely smooth 
black fruits, creamed and rich, beginning to open up nicely now.
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Gevrey Chambertin, Domaine Lucien Boillot		  2016	 12 per case	 £49.00	 £588.00

From a mix of parcels across the village, from a variety of soils and elevations, Pierre Boillot’s 
villages Gevrey is just starting to drink well; the tight, foxy red berry fruit is becoming more 
feral, perfumed with layers of black fruit behind. After a truly slow start this is now beginning to 
open up and judicious decanting before drinking will open it up further.

Blagny 1er Cru la Pièce sous le Bois, Domaine Matrot		  2018	 12 per case	 £53.00	 £636.00

If ever proof of the importance of soil were needed, Blagny rouge would make the perfect 
example. Just under 4.5 hectares of red vines make up this appellation, split between the 
communes of Meursault and Puligny, but where Chardonnay doesn’t do so well, Pinot thrives, so 
much so that over 90% of the appellation is rated premier cru. Matrot’s 2018 is one of their best 
to date, all brambly black fruits and musky spice, really focused so don’t let it pass you by.

Gevrey Chambertin, Domaine Joseph Roty		  2015	 12 per case	 £54.00	 £648.00

When tasting the Roty wines on release, so much depends on the atmospherics and 
temperature outside; on a cold, drizzly day – often the case when we taste – aromas and 
flavours can become subdued. No such problem with the 2015 Gevrey – from memory it was 
a very chilly visit and not particularly good weather, but this was full of lovely grilled morello 
cherry notes, mineral and perfumed with substantial tannins behind; whilst the tannins have 
softened, the exuberant fruit and perfume remain and, although incredibly young, this is superb.

Vosne Romanée, Bertrand Machard de Gramont		  2016	 12 per case	 £55.00	 £660.00

Thankfully, the Machard’s Vosne vineyards normally steer clear of frost and managed to do so in 
2016, so their harvest was almost normal. This is a glorious example of Vosne as it should be, 
all tarry and spiced with grilled black fruits, firm yet supple tannins and a wonderfully perfumed 
finish. Just perfection.
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Our inability to travel to our favourite European destinations appears to have 
encouraged plenty of vicarious voyages, with customers new and old investigating 
the more unusual grape varieties from sources across continental Europe. We are 
immensely proud that all of the wines in this section are from indigenous grapes, local 
not only to their country but mostly to their particular region, leaving the so-called 
international varieties to perform on other stages.

New this year is a delicious Gavi del Comune di Gavi (formerly known as Gavi di Gavi, 
and distinct from the other ten villages surrounding the Gavi epicentre) from Tenuta 
Santa Seraffa, a delicious Piedmont complement to Rocche Costamagna’s Arneis and 
proof, if it were needed, that there is so much more to Italian whites than they are 
given credit for.

We introduced our first wine aged in an amphora from Casa Emma, in Chianti 
Classico, in 2020, a thrilling iteration of Sangiovese which sold out in a flash; one 
amphora doesn’t go far once in bottle. As soon as there is more we will be offering 
it to you. And in case you were wondering quite why we have a basket of eggs as 
our illustration for Italy, these are goose eggs from Casa Emma, laid by the latest 
generation of their organic pest control.

We have been looking for a Portuguese partner for some time but, being rather 
particular about what we wanted, and perhaps with just a touch of Goldilocks 
about us, it has taken us until now to find the right wines, but we are thrilled to be 
introducing Quinta Dona Matilde from the Douro with no less than three new wines. 
It has been in the Barros family since 1927 bar a brief hiatus in 2006 when all the 
family properties were sold but this one was bought back by the founder’s grandson 
who couldn’t bear to lose it. Taste the wines, and you will understand why.

In Spain, the wines from Pinuaga, Bocos, Rubiós and Valserrano fly the flag from their 
different corners and have found plenty of new admirers over the past couple of years, 
so much so that we weren’t tempted to add or remove anything from the list – they 
give a perfect whistle-stop tour of the peninsula!
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ITALY,  SPAIN & PORTUGAL – WHITE

Verdejo Señorío de Bocos		  2020	 12 per case	 £9.95	 £119.40
Tierra del Vino de Zamora, Spain

Elevated to DO status only in 2007, it is not surprising that Zamora is not that well known. 
Lying close to the Portuguese border, it has a continental climate (hot dry summer, cold dry 
winter) which is further influenced by altitude – the average height is 750 metres above sea 
level, thus cooling down the summer days but also making the winters even colder. Señorío 
de Bocos’ Verdejo is beautifully refreshing, with hints of sherbet and citrus behind white pear 
notes, and a lovely floral note. A real simple pleasure.

Soave Gregoris, Antonio Fattori, Italy		  2019	 12 per case	 £10.90	 £130.80

Having listed Antonio Fattori’s Soave for years, there is little to say which hasn’t already been 
said – except that it is as brilliant as ever. Forget anything you ever knew about Soave and learn 
anew how intense and delicious it can be, with notes of peach kernel and almond flower, nicely 
weighty without being heavy and the perfect aperitif or food companion.

Pinot Grigio Gregoris, Antonio Fattori, Italy		  2019	 12 per case	 £11.85	 £142.20

Much of the Pinot Grigio on the market is blended with a raft of other, less expensive 
grapes. Antonio Fattori, who has been producing delicious Pinot Grigio since long before it was 
fashionable, always uses 100% Pinot Grigio grapes, all from the Veneto region. Rich and weighty, 
his Gregoris is full of white stone fruits, floral and with a lovely citrus burst on the end.

S’Elemè, Vermentino di Gallura, DOCG Sardegna		  2020	 6 per case	 £12.50	 £75.00

Despite its mountainous interior, Sardinia is home to some truly exciting wines which are only 
slowly gaining due recognition on the international market – so much of it is drunk locally that 
the focus on export has never been high. The Cantina del Vermentino is in the north east of the 
island where Vermentino has its spiritual home; it is more than just another co-op, being firmly 
focused on quality, not quantity. Their S’Elemè is from the Gallura DOCG, up in the hills, and is 
floral and fresh, with creamy white pear and a distant herby note on the finish.
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Fiano Masseria Altemura, IGT Salento Puglia, Italy		  2019	 6 per case	 £13.50	 £81.00

Masseria Altemura was thrown a lifeline by the northern Italian wine giant Zonin, who bought 
the estate, invested in the vineyards and cellars, and then left the original team in place to carry 
on what they were doing so well. Their Fiano, made from the superior Fiano d’Avellino, revels in 
the poor soils of the region and is full of juicy, creamed white stone fruits, floral and leafily fresh 
– a true delight.

Quinta Dona Matilde, DOC Douro White		  2019	 6 per case	 £14.75	 £88.50

Portugal has an array of indigenous grape varieties which are rarely planted elsewhere; this is 
made from native grapes Arinto, Viosinho, Rabigato and Gouveio and sees absolutely no oak at 
all yet has delicious plump, waxy, peachy fruit, a lightly grilled touch, floral and fresh with a lovely 
refreshing bitter twist on the end. Just delicious, and wonderfully different.

Albariño Robaliño, Señorío de Rubiós		  2020	 12 per case	 £14.85	 £178.20
Orixe Rías Baixas, Spain

Señorío de Rubiós is a cross between a co-operative and a marketing company; it now counts 
over 100 stakeholders contributing to production, and their aim is to maintain and promote the 
indigenous varieties of the Condado de Tea region in the north west. Their Albariño Robaliño is 
taken from the best plots across the various farms and is deliciously precise with notes of leafy 
white peach, floral and rich with a lip-smacking citrus freshness on the end.

Valserrano Rioja Blanco Barrica		  2019	 12 per case	 £14.95	 £179.40
Bodegas de la Marquesa, Spain

Fifth generation Pablo and María de Simón are at the helm of Bodegas de la Marquesa, looking 
after their 70 hectares in Rioja Alavesa. They add a small amount of Chardonnay to the 
traditional Viura for their Blanco Barrica, which is barrel fermented and aged for a short time, 
adding depth and weight to the lemony fresh fruit. Superbly refreshing and refreshingly different.

ITALY, SPAIN & PORTUGAL
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Gavi del Comune di Gavi DOCG, Tenuta Santa Seraffa		  2020	 6 per case	 £15.75	 £94.50

Originally conceived as a growers consortium, Araldica – now the largest land owner in Gavi – 
works more than 900 hectares, principally in Piedmont, and the 18 hectare Santa Seraffa estate 
is its most recent acquisition, dedicated entirely to the production of Cortese, the Gavi grape. 
Rich, floral and peachy with a distant hint of marzipan, mineral and with a nice intensity, this has 
a lovely bite at the finish that makes you want to go back for more. Delicious.

Arneis DOC, Rocche Costamagna, Italy		  2020	 6 per case	 £15.75	 £94.50

Rocche Costamagna was, for a long time, a grape grower rather than winemaker, only producing 
enough wine for family use until the 1960s when the Locatellis decided to start making their 
own wines; the property is now run by their son Alessandro.  Rocche Costamagna’s 2020 Arneis 
is superb – a beautiful floral hit of jasmine on the nose, leafy, fresh and racy on the palate with a 
ripe, peachy finish. Truly delicious.

Valserrano Rioja Blanco Gran Reserva		  2015	 6 per case	 £36.50	 £219.00
Bodegas de la Marquesa, Spain

Where Crianza uses a small amount of oak, the Gran Reserva Blanco uses rather a lot more, 
spending 18 months and more in barrel, remaining on its fine lees for added complexity. The 
result is heaven in a glass – deep gold in colour, rich and caramelised with notes of hazelnut, yet 
beautifully fresh and saline at the same time with fresh floral and citrus notes. Just heaven.  

ITALY, SPAIN & PORTUGAL RED

Marmora, Cannonau di Sardegna DOC		  2018	 6 per case 	 £11.50	 £69.00
Cantina del Vermentino, Italy

Grenache – or Garnacha – is one of the world’s most planted grape varieties, and everywhere 
it goes it has a different incarnation, happily exalting its differences rather than anonymising the 
wines. In Sardinia, it goes under the name of Cannonau and has truly made itself at home here. 
Fresh with hints of herby garrigue (or, more correctly, maquis, as this is Sardinia) this is juicy and 
floral, with supple ripe tannins, delicious to drink now and it can even take a bit of light chilling.
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Boavida Red, Quinta Dona Matilde, Douro, Portugal		  2019	 12 per case 	 £11.95	 £143.40

Dona Matilde’s less reverent red, carries a label with cautionary drawings to show the results 
of overindulgence. Made from a blend of Port grapes – Touriga Nacional, Touriga Franca, Tinta 
Barocca and friends – and with no oak involved, this is a succulently juicy red wine with a lovely 
tarry bite and a bit of crunch – think Beaujolais with backbone – and it’s a perfect candidate for 
light chilling too. Oh, and a Silver Medal winner in the Decanter World Wine awards in 2020 
under its Portuguese name, Fartote.

Señorío de Bocos Roble, Ribera del Duero, Spain		  2019	 6 per case 	 £12.75	 £76.50

Tempranillo is found all over Spain with a vast number of local soubriquets and in Ribera del 
Duero it is known as Tinto Fino; it can be made in a variety of different styles but its hallmark in 
the Duero is deep, fleshy black fruits with plenty of tannins. Señorío de Bocos age their Roble in 
a combination of French and American oak giving lovely brambly black fruit with an overlay of 
sweet oak, soft and supple and oh so drinkable!

Badilante, IGT Toscana Podere 414, Simone Castelli, Italy		 2019	 6 per case	 £12.95	 £77.70

Everything about this wine is a winner, from the story behind the label to the last drop of each 
bottle. The Maremma, on Italy’s Tuscan coast, was formerly little more than a malarial swamp 
and, once drained, needed extensive work on the soil; the workers were called badilanti, named 
after their triangular spades. 100% Sangiovese, the wine is fermented in cement and aged in a 
combination of cement and large oak barrels giving a perfect snapshot of Tuscany – bright red 
cherry fruit, with a light sappy twist and a very distant grilled note. Yum!

Negroamaro, Masseria Altemura		  2018	 6 per case	 £13.75	 £82.50
IGT Salento Puglia, Italy

Masseria Altemura, located in the hills almost equidistant between the two Puglian coasts, 
benefits from sea breezes without being too close to the sea, giving the vines a surprisingly 
temperate growing zone in this hot, dry region. Their Negroamaro is all juicy dusty black 
skinned fruit, supple and lightly spiced with a lovely tarry, supple backbone, and a deliciously 
sweet finish.
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Bodegas Pinuaga Nature, IGP Tierra de Castilla, Spain		  2019	 12 per case	 £13.90	 £166.80

In normal times, the human dynamo that is Esther Pinuaga travels to present her wines at as 
many of our tastings as possible, so it feels extraordinary that we haven’t seen her for such a 
long time. Her Nature is made from 100% Tempranillo with absolutely no oak influence – just 
pure, juicy, brambly black fruits and a glassful of pleasure.

Quinta Dona Matilde, DOC Douro Red, Portugal		  2017	 6 per case	 £14.75	 £88.50

Dona Matilde’s more serious red, once again made from indigenous Port grapes, and, having 
spent some months in oak, is more intense than the Boavida (on page 48). Rich yet juicily 
fruited, full-bodied with lots of lovely tarry black fruit and a light floral note, with a fine 
underlying tannic structure, this is drinking beautifully now but will also keep well for a few 
years. Such great value!

Valserrano Rioja Crianza	 Bottles	 2016	 12 per case	 £15.25	 £183.00
Bodegas de la Marquesa, Spain	 Magnums	 2015	 6 per case	 £30.00	 £180.00

The Rioja Alavesa is the smallest of the Rioja regions and also one of the highest; even 
Valserrano’s lowest altitude vineyards are above 400m, giving a boost of freshness to the 
wines. Their Tinto Crianza is proper, classic Rioja, combining rich black and red fruits with a 
lovely lick of French and American oak, just enough to be serious when matching with food, but 
not so serious that you have to focus exclusively on what’s in your glass.

Barbera d’Alba, Rocche Costamagna, Italy		  2018	 6 per case	 £15.30	 £91.80

Indigenous to Italy, Barbera is more widely planted around the world and is often unkindly 
considered Nebbiolo-lite, with lots of tarry black fruit but without the structure of Nebbiolo. 
We see this as a positive boon if you are after something more immediate! Deliciously juicy red 
and black brambly fruit with a hint of cacao and a lovely herby note behind; supremely tasty.
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Valpolicella Superiore Col de la Bastia		  2018	 6 per case	 £15.50	 £93.00
Antonio Fattori, Italy

Valpolicella lies in one of the most beautiful corners of Italy, just north of Verona and on the 
southern shores of Lake Garda, lush and green. Today, the wines are not sledgehammers of 
tannin, nor the pot pourri of exotic fruits of the past; instead they are racy and fresh, perfectly 
designed to complement – and cut through – the rich food of north east Italy. Antonio Fattori’s 
Col de la Bastia is a delicious combination of freshly tart red cherry fruit with light tannins 
behind and a lovely herby note – a perfect balance.

Dolcetto d’Alba, Rocche Costamagna, Italy		  2019	 6 per case	 £15.85	 £95.10

Almost all the global plantings of Dolcetto are in Piedmont, where it is responsible for early 
drinking wines, a complete counterpoint to the more structured Nebbiolos of the area. Rocche 
Costamagna’s Dolcetto has lashings of red berry fruit, light tannins and a lovely almond note on 
the palate – a perfect food wine and one that takes well to light chilling too.

Bodegas Pinuaga Colección, IGP Tierra de Castilla, Spain		 2017	 12 per case	 £16.95	 £203.40

Pinuaga converted to organic viticulture sometime before it was fashionable in Spain; the 
decision was not one of fashion nor keeping up with the trend but focused on both the ultimate 
quality of their wines as well as their environmental impact.  Pinuaga’s Colección comes from a 
single, six hectare vineyard of 35 year old Tempranillo and spends six to nine months in French 
and American oak barrels; it is a delight of brambly black fruits, juicy and jammy with a fine 
tannic structure behind.

Nebbiolo Langhe Roccardo DOC 		  2017	 6 per case	 £17.40	 £104.40
Rocche Costamagna, Italy

A relatively new designation, Nebbiolo Langhe is for those parcels of vines which don’t qualify 
for the grander wines but which are still close to the top Barolo and Barbaresco vineyard 
sites. Alessandro Locatelli’s Roccardo comes from 1.5 hectares split between La Morra (the 
heart of Barolo) and Verduno.  A year in large Slavonian oak barrels gives a deliciously spiced 
wine with brambly black fruits, tarry with supple tannins and a lovely, floral inflected finish.
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Chianti Classico, Casa Emma		  2018	 12 per case	 £17.95	 £215.40

Towards the western side of the Chianti Classico designation, Casa Emma has 28 hectares of 
vines in a natural amphitheatre made by relatively steep hills; the first high point after the coast 
which brings with it some cooling sea influences to temper the summer heat. Their Chianti 
Classico is the real deal, all about juicy red berry fruits with a delicious tart note, herby and 
spiced, it cries out for a plate of antipasti!

Morellino di Scansano Podere 414, Simone Castelli, Italy		  2018	 6 per case	 £18.90	 £113.40

For many years Morellino was considered an adjunct to Tuscany as it lies outside the main 
growing areas of Chianti and Brunello, but it has proved to be a stayer. Simone Castelli’s Podere 
414 is a blend of the Morellino clone of Sangiovese with a small amount of Ciliegiolo, Colorino, 
Alicante and Syrah, and it’s a stunner. Rich and intense with velvety black fruits and supple ripe 
tannins behind, this is a firm favourite with the team, and one we all highly recommend.

Chianti Classico Riserva Vignalparco, Casa Emma		  2016	 12 per case	 £21.50	 £258.00

Fittingly, the single Vignalparco vineyard, right in front of the house, was Casa Emma’s first 
experimental organic showpiece. Five years ago, they began a trial using geese as a naturally 
fertilising insect patrol, working methodically line by line, and the results, even after just three 
years, were such that they have no intention of ending the experiment. The wine itself is 
gorgeously rich and intense, with velvety black fruits, a distant hint of almond kernel and a lovely 
supple backbone – food wine par excellence.

Valpolicella Ripasso Superiore Col de la Bastia DOCG		  2018	 6 per case	 £23.50	 £141.00
Antonio Fattori, Italy

Ripasso is a somewhat esoteric method of winemaking where the Valpolicella grapes are 
fermented as usual but with the addition of the dried skins used for Amarone – thereby adding 
an extra dimension to the wine. Antonio Fattori’s Col de la Bastia has a rich colour with 
striking morello cherry and lovely floral, red berry notes and a hint of peach kernels, so much 
more demonstrative than the normale – this is disgracefully drinkable with a lovely light tannic 
bite on the end.
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Bodegas Pinuaga 200 Cepas		  2018	 6 per case	 £23.75	 £142.50
IGP Tierra de Castilla, Spain

In contrast to their Colección, Pinuaga’s 200 Cepas comes from a particular old clone of 
Tempranillo which has smaller berries and gives more concentrated fruit. Rich, deep and intense, 
velvety dark with lovely brambly fruit behind, its year in large French barrels gives a deliciously 
rich spice and smooths out the tannins; amazingly approachable in youth, this also ages 
gracefully, so there is no right or wrong time to drink it.

Barolo, Rocche Costamagna, Italy		  2017	 6 per case	 £29.75	 £178.50

Alessandro Locatelli’s Barolo classico comes from just 1.8 hectares of vines in and around La 
Morra and is the perfect introduction to their Baroli. 2017 was a very good vintage with a hot, 
dry summer, producing wines with lovely intensity which particularly show their terroir to the 
full. Gorgeously sweet, spiced black fruits, creamed with a hint of liquorice, perfumed with lots 
of tannins masked by the fruit, this is drinkable young but will age beautifully too.

Amarone della Valpolicella, Col de la Bastia DOCG		  2017	 6 per case	 £33.75	 £202.50
Antonio Fattori, Italy

Harvested at the same time as the Valpolicella Superiore, the best grapes – Corvina, Corvinone, 
Rondinella – are dried in an airy storage room until mid-winter, after which time they are 
allowed to ferment; having lost much of their moisture, all the flavours are more concentrated 
and fermentation is slower with the high sugar content. The wines then spend up to two years 
in large old barrels before bottling and the result is a nose of focused morello cherry and 
fresh red cherry fruit, grilled with a hint of peach kernel and almond, floral, tarry and smoky – 
deliciously complex, this is a wine you want to savour, not bolt – a true vino da meditazione.

Barolo Rocche Annunziata, Rocche Costamagna Italy		  2016	 6 per case	 £38.00	 £228.00

A stellar vintage in Piedmont, 2016 started off cool and slow which allowed the fruit to maintain 
its presence and acidity during the later hot summer months. Rocche Annunziata, to the east of 
La Morra, is considered to be one of the top crus in Barolo, and Rocche Costamagna’s is richly 
spiced, mineral with red and black fruits and an intense, long, powerful yet elegant finish. 
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We have studiously avoided any mention of the B word so far as, regardless of the 
changes Brexit has brought to importing from Europe, good and bad, it is the new 
reality and we need to get on with it. However, when it comes to shipping wines 
from the rest of the world, everything remains as it was before, which is vastly to the 
advantage of further flung wine growing regions.

South Africa’s sporadic alcohol bans during the pandemic resulted in more than half of 
2020’s harvest to be still in the cellar even as the 2021 fruit was being brought in, with 
a significant impact on the viability of many wineries. We, like many in the UK, want 
to do our bit to support the trade in the Cape, so we are delighted to add some new 
names to the list this year. 

Springfontein’s legendary – at least to us – Terroir Selection Chenin has become so 
successful that the estate runs out between vintages; production is low, just 1200 
bottles in 2019, and although we have a reserve it is unlikely to be here before the 
autumn. Whilst not looking to replace or even replicate Springfontein, we wanted 
another equally charismatic wine to run alongside, so we were delighted when Matt 
Krone, winemaker at Aristea, introduced Pierre Wahl to us as ‘an absolute maestro 
with Chenin’. Pierre is the winemaker at Rijks in Tulbagh, a long-standing friend of 
Matt’s, and based on what we have tasted so far, Matt’s description is bang on the 
money. And when we learned that their mid- range of wines is called Private Cellar, it 
seemed a marriage made in heaven. 

At Aristea, Matt Krone’s wines go from strength to strength; his attention to detail 
and vicious excising of any lots not up to his exacting standards means that the wines 
just keep getting better. Last year, they introduced a Pinot Noir from Hemel-en-Aarde, 
an absolute stormer which sold through in a matter of days, but thankfully they made 
more in 2019 – and it’s another winner. Aristea own no vineyards of their own instead 
identifying plots of vines in locations which they then follow throughout the year; Matt 
reckons that no more than a third of the wine he makes ends up under the Aristea 
label and thus Ixia was born, to make use of some of the best lots, in single varietals, 
that didn’t make the first cut – we have taken on their Sauvignon Blanc this year, all 
primary grassy fruit and just as it should be. Do try it.

SOUTH AFRICA
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Rijk’s Touch Chenin Blanc, Tulbagh		  2018	 6 per case	 £14.25	 £85.50

Tulbagh is someway north of Stellenbosch and east of Swartland, on the edge of the winelands 
and in a natural amphitheatre created by three mountain ranges. The estate belongs to the 
Dorrington family who planted it in the late 1990s, initially to a wide variety of vines but latterly 
they have focused on Chenin, Pinotage and Syrah which thrive on their shale soils. Their Touch 
(formerly Touch of Oak) Chenin, 25% of which is barrel fermented, is lovely and floral, fresh 
with a distant grilled peach note, saline, bright and ridiculously tasty. 

Glass Collection Unoaked Chardonnay		  2020	 6 per case	 £15.00	 £90.00
Glenelly Estate, Stellenbosch

When May-Eliane de Lencquesaing sold Pichon Lalande in Pauillac, it wasn’t the end of her 
vinous journey, merely the start of a new chapter. She recognised that the soils in Ida’s Valley, 
on the northern fringe of Stellenbosch, were perfect for a more restrained style of wine which 
suited her European taste, and Glenelly was born. The Glass Collection Chardonnay, named 
after her famed collection at Pichon (and the new one in South Africa), has bright lemony citrus 
fruit with a lightly buttery note behind, clean and racy right to the finish.

Ixia Sauvignon Blanc, Elgin		  2019	 6 per case	 £16.50	 £99.00

If you are going to reject up to two thirds of your tanks or barrels to make the wine of your 
dreams, you need to think of a suitable home for the rest of the lots, and this is precisely what 
Martin Krajewski and Matt Krone of Aristea have done, creating Ixia. Their Sauvignon Blanc, 
sourced from cool climate Elgin and originally destined to be blended with Semillon, has mineral, 
stony white fruits with a light tropical hint behind, fresh and racy with lovely balancing acidity.

Terroir Selection Chenin Blanc,  WO Springfontein Rim		  2019	 6 per case	 £17.50	 £105.00

The 2019 Terroir Selection has a new designation – formerly produced in Walker Bay, the 
quality and differences of Springfontein have now been recognised by their own appellation, 
Springfontein Rim. This award winning Chenin Blanc has a wonderful combination of tropical 
fruit, bright acidity with a distant grilled note, this is such a charismatic wine, rich and intense 
and even better with a few years under its belt. It sells out quickly, so act fast!
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Rijk’s Private Cellar Chenin Blanc, Tulbagh		  2017	 6 per case	 £17.50	 £105.00

Tulbagh is a warm growing zone located away from maritime influences, so the Dorringtons 
get round this by hand-harvesting at night to maintain the freshness that is key to Chenin’s 
complexity. 40% fermented in new 300 litre French and Hungarian oak barrels with the rest in 
one year old barrels, the oak influence here remains incredibly covert with peachy, green apple 
fruit on the nose, a grilled vanillin touch and a long, plump yet racy finish. Really charismatic.

Glenelly Estate Reserve Chardonnay, Stellenbosch		  2020	 6 per case	 £20.85	 £125.10

Glenelly winemaker Luke O’Cuinneagain makes a more restrained style of wine for his Estate 
Reserve labels, combining elegance with a sense of terroir, using the best fruit and fermenting 
and ageing in French oak. The Reserve Chardonnay spends 10 months in 500 litre barrels to 
achieve roundness without excessive oakiness and the result is a delicious mix of toasty, rich, 
almost nutty white fruits with a smooth creaminess on the finish.

Aristea Sauvignon / Semillon, Elgin		  2018	 6 per case	 £24.95	 £149.70

This has a gloriously rich nose of grassy, floral fruit, some lime flower and even a distant hint 
of grapefruit with a light peachy touch. Fresh and energetic on the palate, more Sauvignon than 
Semillon but with a plumpness behind, white stone fruits, juicy and bright with vibrant acidity on 
the end. Do not miss this!

Aristea Chardonnay, Stellenbosch		  2018	 6 per case	 £26.95	 £161.70

Unusually for Chardonnay, winemaker Matt Krone divides the fruit into two prior to 
fermentation, with one half being whole-bunch pressed and the other half destemmed and 
crushed, which gives the finished wine more phenolics and tannins, adding to the mouthfeel. 
Both lots are then fermented and aged in barrel, one third of which is new, with regular lees 
stirring. The result is a beautifully layered wine, with lovely complex aromas, grilled and tropical, 
with a delicious lemony note on the finish. Really fine indeed.
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Rijk’s Touch Pinotage, Tulbagh		  2018	 6 per case	 £16.25	 £97.50

Pinotage is a marmite grape, but, in the hands of those who really understand it, it becomes 
something magical. At Rijk’s the fruit is harvested at night and chilled to extract colour and fruit 
without huge tannins; aged in two, three and four year old barrels it has deliciously supple, juicy, 
floral red berry notes with a lovely grilled backbone and a long, almost chocolatey, finish.

Terroir Selection Pinotage, Springfontein, Walker Bay		  2017	 6 per case	 £17.50	 £105.00

Tariro Masayiti also refrigerates his Pinotage grapes prior to fermentation, including some whole 
bunches, Burgundy-style. His aim is to maximise the juicy, bright fruit characters of Pinotage and 
to reduce the tannin extraction and the result is the most delicious concoction of floral fruit – 
roses, red flowers, spiced logan and blackberries, rich, smooth and grilled. Sublime.

Glenelly Estate Reserve, Stellenbosch		  2013	 6 per case	 £19.95	 £119.70

There is more than just a touch of Bordeaux in the style of the Estate Reserve from Glenelly, 
which includes all of the Médoc favourites plus the less traditional Syrah for additional spice. 
This feels like it has a foot in both sides of the hemisphere, beautifully ripe, rounded, smoky red 
and black fruits with supple tannins behind, it is wonderfully elegant and refined.

Aristea Cabernet Sauvignon, Stellenbosch		  2018	 6 per case	 £29.95	 £179.70

2018 was the year when the drought really bit in Cape Town and moisture-retaining subsoils 
were key. For those vines with access to some humidity, the fruit ripened fully with small berries 
and thick skins giving very precise wines. Aristea’s 2018 Cabernet is beautifully fresh and 
vibrant, with creamed black fruits, grilled with a light graphite note, steadily increasing in volume 
on the palate and with a long, ripe finish. Look out for magnums on our website.

Aristea Pinot Noir, WO Hemel-en-Aarde Ridge		  2019	 6 per case	 £32.95	 £197.70

The smallest and most northerly of the three Hemel-en-Aarde sub-regions, created in 2009, the 
vineyards here are at a higher altitude and are therefore slower to ripen which truly benefits 
Pinot Noir. Aristea’s 2019 is jewel-like in colour with vibrant red berry fruit, and a lovely herby 
note behind balanced by beautifully integrated, ripe tannins. This is a wine which will make 
Burgundian Pinot lovers extremely happy. Look out for rare magnums on our website.
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Wildfires in California are becoming more and more common, and increasingly 
devastating. 2018 saw a slew of fires, mostly outside the main wine region of Napa, 
but threatening nevertheless to life and livelihood; this was the year that Paradise 
burned. After a quieter season in between, 2020 saw fires return with a vengeance 
in the early autumn, springing up simultaneously in multiple locations, this time, right 
on the doorsteps of many a well-known wine estate; some were destroyed whilst 
others were spared only by drastic intervention – the staff at Phelps weren’t replying 
to emails one day as they were busy digging a trench right outside their building to 
stop the fire jumping further. Inevitably, this has a knock-on effect on production and 
in 2020 Phelps had to take the difficult decision to produce no red wine from any of 
their Napa fruit because of the risk of smoke taint on their wines. Heart-breaking after 
a whole year’s work. 

As the vines have come of age at Freestone, the wines continue to take on gravitas 
and depth; we were delighted to be offered a parcel of an older vintage of the single 
vineyard Pastorale Pinot Noir which is delicious to drink now but also shows how far 
Freestone have come in only five years. For the Pinot lover, their wines offer shades of 
Burgundy with a modern twist and really shouldn’t be missed.

After several hiccoughs, not least of which the absence of containers in which to ship 
wines (blamed on the pandemic), we are incredibly excited to share the new vintages 
of the Bodega Foster wines, resplendent in their new livery. Having sold the original, 
old-vine vineyards as they became increasingly surrounded by housing estates, Enrique 
Foster and Mauricio Lorca have invested in more than 200 hectares of vines in the 
Uco Valley at some 1250 metres above sea level. Here they have built a new winery 
and it is all systems go; our beloved Ique is now simply called Enrique Foster Malbec 
and their reserve wine, although it cannot be called that, comes from a single vineyard, 
Altepes, high in the Uco Valley.

THE AMERICAS
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Joseph Phelps Freestone Chardonnay, Sonoma Coast		  2018	 6 per case	 £43.00	 £258.00

2018 was a relatively cool growing season in the already marginal Sonoma Coast region, 
bringing lovely definition to the Freestone fruit. Despite being fermented in oak, just under half 
new, in youth the oak is held in abeyance behind the delicious creamed citrus fruits, with hints 
of crème brûlée and lovely saline acidity behind. A beautifully poised, rich, stylish Chardonnay.

CALIFORNIA – RED

Joseph Phelps Freestone Pastorale Vineyard		  2013	 6 per case	 £37.00	 £222.00
Pinot Noir, Somona Coast

It is incredibly rare for Phelps to release parcels of older vintages onto the market so when 
we heard about this – an order never collected by a US wholesaler – we were there in a shot. 
Wonderfully intense Pinot fruit on the nose, just beginning to get that trademark farmyard note, 
this is supple and bright, mouth-filling and, frankly, supremely tasty.  

Othello, Dominus Estate, Napa Valley		  2016	 12 per case	 £43.00	 £516.00

The true second wine of Christian Moueix’s legendary Dominus Estate, this comes from the 
younger vines and the cuvées less suited to Dominus; it is predominantly Cabernet Sauvignon 
with Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc to complete the blend. Othello is designed to be drunk 
younger than Dominus and has lashings of juicy black fruit, layered with silky, supple tannins and 
a deliciously long, ripe finish. Definitely a touch of greatness.

Joseph Phelps Freestone Pinot Noir, Sonoma Coast		  2017	 6 per case	 £49.00	 £294.00

Blended from the two key Freestone vineyards, Pastorale and Quarter Moon, the 2017 
Freestone Pinot was fermented with 20% whole bunches, now common in Burgundy, which 
gives a lifted edge to the wines. Fabulous red and black cherry fruit with a layer of toasty grilled 
fruit behind, the tannins are present but super-supple, giving a wine of fabulous definition. 
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ARGENTINA – RED 

Enrique Foster Malbec, Uco Valley, Mendoza		  2019	 12 per case	 £11.75	 £141.00

Enrique Foster’s original involvement in wine was to prove to a still unsure world that Argentina 
was the spiritual homeland for Malbec, firstly with our much-loved Ique and now with the EF 
Malbec, the most joyously pure expression of the fruit. Just 10% of the wine spends a short 
period in oak to smooth out the tannins, but otherwise what you get is amazingly fresh, pure, 
juicy fruit.

Enrique Foster Limited Selection Malbec		  2017	 6 per case	 £18.50	 £111.00
Finca Los Altepes, Uco Valley, Mendoza			 

From a single vineyard, Finca los Altepes, in Los Árboles in the centre of the cool Uco Valley,  
here the long growing season gives Malbec the opportunity to develop more slowly, intensifying 
the flavours which benefit from a year in barrel before release. Big black cherry fruit on the 
palate, grilled with delicious red berry notes too, this has a lovely freshness behind the ripe fruit 
and a really long, rich finish.
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Delivery is free of charge for 24 bottles or more in mainland England and Wales.
All other deliveries in this area are charged at £15 including VAT.

For deliveries outside mainland England and Wales, please telephone us on 01353 721 999 for a quotation. 
Please note that additional delivery charges may apply to deliveries to Scotland, the Highlands and Islands. 

Please ask for a quotation when placing your order. 

Visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for our full terms and conditions
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In this year of no travel, the Antipodes have never seemed so far away, exacerbated by 
closed borders and the lack of regular long-haul flights; even the travel of their wines 
has been disrupted by a lack of container availability, but this is beginning to sort itself 
out as the world starts to move again and containers go back into production.

We were saddened to learn that Lenton Brae in Australia’s Margaret River has changed 
ownership. Formerly majority owned by the Tomlinson family who had established the 
vineyard essentially as a hobby before it expanded and became a serious project, with 
son Ed as winemaker, the winery has now been bought out by the other shareholders 
and a new team will be coming in to manage the vineyards and winery – we look 
forward to getting to know them and bringing you more news.

Paul Tutton, owner of Waipara West, has had a strange lockdown with long enforced 
periods of stay in either London or New Zealand depending on where he was at the 
times of each country locking down; he eventually made it back for harvest, at a time 
when the country was to all intents and purposes completely open, a joy compared to 
harvesting under strict early Covid rules. Some parts of New Zealand were hit hard 
by frost and poor flowering, resulting in a smaller than usual 2021 Sauvignon harvest in 
particular, and there are threats of an NZSB drought – but no need to panic yet, our 
supplies are more than plentiful!

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
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AUSTRALIA – WHITE

Lenton Brae Semillon / Sauvignon Blanc		  2020 	 12 per case	 £17.50	 £210.00
Margaret River

Ed Tomlinson’s delicious Bordeaux blend – but not Bordeaux style – of Semillon and Sauvignon 
Blanc is a real winner in 2020, and despite 65% Semillon in the mix the first impression was 
more reminiscent of Pouilly Fumé than Bordeaux, with beautifully herby green Sauvignon fruit 
to the fore, and the Semillon coming out on the finish. This is just superb – no wonder the 
winery sells out of it every year!

Lenton Brae Southside Chardonnay		  2019	 12 per case	 £18.50	 £222.00
Margaret River

With a cooler climate and longer hang time, Margaret River wines lean towards a more precise 
expression than in the warmer south eastern part of the country. Lenton Brae’s Southside 
Chardonnay is well-defined and poised, fresh and racy yet with a fine, focused heart of citrusy 
fruit, peachy with a very distant grilled note. Supremely refreshing. 

AUSTRALIA – RED

Lenton Brae Lady Douglas Cabernet Sauvignon		  2017 	 12 per case	 £22.25	 £267.00
Margaret River

With a seasoning of 5% of Merlot, Lenton Brae’s Lady Douglas is a perfect example of cool 
climate Cabernet; here, the growing season is long and regular, with cool nights, which allows 
the clusters to develop a full range of flavours from the bright red and black fruits, lovely cedary 
brambly notes and fresh but fully ripe tannins; you feel the warmth of the New World alongside 
the freshness of the Old, a perfect combination.

AUSTRALIA

Find more wines online at www.privatecellar.co.uk
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Waipara West Sauvignon Blanc		  2019	 12 per case	 £14.75	 £177.00

Some 250 km plus south of Marlborough, Waipara West has a subtly different microclimate, 
being inland and protected from the cold easterly winds by a range of coastal hills. This 2019 
Sauvignon is all about juicy, succulent, even semi-tropical fruit but without any of the over-the-
top vegetal sweetness so often found in lesser New Zealand Sauvignon. Rich and intensely 
flavoured with lashings of tasty fruit, this is perfectly refreshing.

Waipara West ‘N Block’ Unoaked Chardonnay		  2018 	 12 per case	 £16.50	 £198.00

Chardonnay has had such a bad rap since soupy, overworked Oz Chardonnay appeared several 
decades ago, so much so that growers like Waipara West choose to state the lack of oak on 
their label. Their Unoaked N Block Chardonnay is an exercise in precision, with fresh citrus 
fruit, lightly buttery, racily pure with a lovely mineral note at the end – light enough to drink on 
its own, but with enough oomph to partner with food too.

NEW ZEALAND – RED

Waipara West Two Terraces Pinot Noir		  2017 	 12 per case	 £17.90	 £214.80

From the first time we offered Waipara West’s Pinot Noir, it has been a runaway success, 
proving that New Zealand is a worthy competitor for Burgundy, most particularly at this 
price level. This is all about juicy red berry fruit – raspberry, strawberry – with a distant note 
of classic Pinot farmyard in the background and a lovely zip of fresh tannin, a really proper 
expression of Pinot Noir – and the tasters at the International Wine Challenge agreed, giving it 
a Gold Medal in the 2020 competition. A great success.
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After years of exponential growth, 2020 saw sales of sparkling wines, of every style, fall 
off a cliff, the only exception being premium Champagne which, somewhat bizarrely, 
continued its meteoric rise. We had expected sales of less expensive fizz like Prosecco 
and Crémant to increase as people allowed themselves a little bit of bonhomie at 
the end of yet another Zoom-filled day, but clearly the mood wasn’t right and our 
Prosecco sales were at their lowest ever. However, each time there was even a sniff of 
a lifting of restrictions, there was a corresponding upturn in sales, and the optimism of 
a return to some sort of normality in 2021 has seen demand boom across the board. 

2021 has dealt a blow to many of France’s vineyards with a series of frosts destroying 
nascent buds but although Champagne has been affected, their method of production, 
which includes the use of reserve wines from previous vintages, ensures they are 
still able to produce their non-vintage cuvées. There will, of course, be an obvious 
economic impact with one year’s less wine in their cellar, and this will be further 
exacerbated by a ruling, based on demands by the heavy-weight grandes marques to 
avoid oversupply during the downturn, to restrict the 2020 yields. For small growers 
like Damien Chauvet, this resulted in the ludicrous situation of him leaving one of his 
eight hectares unharvested ‘to feed the birdies’, as he put it. Mad, as he sells out of his 
superb wines every year and will be close to the wire in three or four years’ time.

No such worries in South Africa where the production of traditional method MCC – 
Méthode Cap Classique – is strictly regulated in terms of the ‘how’ but not of the how 
much. Here it is up to the growers themselves to regulate their own markets, as it 
should be, and sell what they produce; easy for Aristea, as their production is low and 
the wines quite frankly superb. We have missed not being able to show them off at a 
tasting this year, but they will be back on show just as soon as possible.

Being unable to travel easily beyond our own shores has resulted in a dramatic 
increase in interest in our homegrown sparkling wines. This can only be a good thing 
as most of the wineries offer superb experiences beyond the obvious cellar tour and 
tasting, from fine dining to evening vineyard walks to see the wildlife. Ambriel, where 
our very own Laura Taylor worked the 2020 harvest, offers a perfect insight into the 
life in a Sussex winery and we can’t recommend their wines too highly. 

CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING WINE
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 	 ABV %CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING WINE - WHITE

Prosecco Ca’ Bolani 	 Bottles	 NV	 6 per case	 £14.85	 £89.10
	 Magnums		  6 per case	 £30.00	 £180.00

All the fruit for the Ca’ Bolani comes from their own vineyards in Aquileia, Friuli, something 
very few Prosecci can claim. Although important for the winery, Prosecco is part of a portfolio 
comprising a range of varietal still wines, white and red, and they aim to reach the highest 
quality in every style of wine. Bright and fresh with a lovely citrus zip, bone dry, this is a really 
refreshing glass of fizz – and a great base for a Spritz.

Crémant de Bourgogne Brut P100 Blanc de Noir		  NV	 12 per case	 £19.25	 £231.00
Simonnet Febvre

Simonnet Febvre’s Crémant is frankly one of the best value sparklers to be found; 100% Pinot 
Noir – hence the P100 in its name – grown on Kimmeridgian limestone, not far from the 
boundary with Champagne; if ever there were a mini-me, this is it. Deliciously biscuity fruit, rich 
and intense with a lovely bone dry finish, this is a wine not to be missed.

Aristea Méthode Cap Classique Blanc		  2016	 6 per case	 £27.70	 £166.20
Western Cape, South Africa

A blend of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, made by Matt Krone, MCC royalty, Aristea’s traditional 
method sparkler is a wonderful combination of the classic and the modern. Three years of lees 
ageing gives a wonderful depth of fruit, with all the biscuity, brioche notes you would expect 
from a classic fizz, whilst the fruit has a Cape ripeness and intensity to it – a real show stopper.

Champagne Brut Blanc de Noirs	 Halves  	 NV	 6 per case	 £16.50	 £99.00
Henri Chauvet	 Bottles		  6 per case	 £29.50	 £177.00

Rarely has such a long time passed without either the Chauvets joining us for our tastings, or 
us visiting them in their cellars – it feels so strange, after all these years working together, to 
only communicate by email or phone. Their Blanc de Noirs, a blend of Pinots Noir and Meunier, 
remains a firm favourite with the PC team for its smooth, gentle mousse and deliciously 
charismatic savoury palate.
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Ambriel Classic Cuvée, West Sussex, England		  NV	 6 per case	 £28.95	 £173.70

The irrepressible Wendy Outhwaite made us laugh outright at her description of the vineyard 
frosts as the ‘Bougie Nights’ – try reading that without hearing the dance music behind, a 
wonderfully dark thought for growers lighting candles in the vineyards at 3am to avert the 
risk. Their Classic Cuvée is a blend of approximately two thirds Pinot Noir to one third 
Chardonnay, and spends four and a half years on its lees. Fresh, crisp, biscuity and rich, this is 
beautifully pure. And a Silver Medal winner at the 2020 Decanter World Wine awards too.

Champagne Brut Réserve, Henri Chauvet	 Magnums	 NV	 3 per case	 £64.00	 £192.00

Whilst their house Champagne is a blend of the red grapes, Pinot Noir and Meunier, the 
Chauvets Réserve cuvée adds Chardonnay into the mix, giving a fresher, racier edge to the wine 
which is aged for correspondingly longer before being disgorged. Luxuriously creamy with rich, 
buttery, brioche notes, with hints of baked apple behind, this has a lovely smooth, regular fizz. 
Really classy stuff.

Champagne Intuition, Legras & Haas		  NV	 6 per case	 £32.00	 £192.00

The relatively new – in Champagne terms – house of Legras & Haas is located in the grand 
cru village of Chouilly, whose Chardonnay is considered amongst the best in the region. 
Unsurprising, then, that their house blend is Chardonnay dominant with an admix of Pinot 
Noir. Lemony fresh and racy, this is positively energising, a great aperitif and a magnificent 
accompaniment to all things crustacean.

Champagne Grand Cru Blanc de Blancs	 Bottles	 2012	 6 per case	 £52.00	 £312.00
Legras & Haas	 Magnums		  3 per case	 £104.00	 £312.00

Grand cru in Champagne terms is strictly defined by vineyard status, and only those rated 100% 
qualify; the ratings date back to the times when the price of grapes was set for the region 
and only Grands Crus qualified for 100% of the set price. Chouilly, in the Côte de Blancs, is 
rated 100% only for Chardonnay, and Jérôme Legras’ vintage Blanc de Blancs is quite supreme; 
rich, intense and biscuity, with a lovely citrus base note, this has poise and elegance by the 
bucketload, and punches way above its weight.
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Réserve de Sours Sparkling Rosé, Bordeaux		  NV	 6 per case	 £16.95	 £101.70

Tragically, this really is the last time we will be able to list this wine, once made by Martin 
Krajewski at Château de Sours. When it became apparent that new incumbent, Jack Ma, had no 
intention of continuing the rosé tradition, we went in deep and bought the last several pallets of 
this joyous fizz with its lovely redcurrant fruit, juicy and ripe with a lovely smooth mousse.

Aristea Méthode Cap Classique Rosé		  2017	 6 per case	 £27.70	 £166.20

The ethos of Aristea is small but perfect production, with meticulous fruit selection and, in the 
case of their MCC wines, tiny productions of around 4,000 bottles each year.  This blend of 
Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, with a good couple of years bottle ageing, is a beautifully smooth, 
savoury yet saline wine with lovely red berry fruit and bright freshness on the finish. Delicious. 

Champagne Rosé, Henri Chauvet		  NV	 6 per case	 £31.00	 £186.00

Chauvet’s pink Champagne is made by the classic method of allowing a small amount of colour 
to bleed into the must as the first pressings take place; only a short amount of skin contact is 
needed to obtain the lovely pink colour, and give a tang of red berry fruit to the wine, which is 
juicy and fresh, tactile, with a lovely weight to the palate. Positively rich and vibrant. 

Ambriel Rosé, West Sussex		  2015	 6 per case	 £32.50	 £195.00

Pink fizz can be made either by blending red and white base wines or, as at Ambriel, by using 
100% red grapes (here Pinot Noir) and allowing a very small amount of colour to leach into 
the free run juice. This luminously pale rosé is redolent of raspberry and wild strawberries, 
deliciously fragrant and light, with a lovely citrus end note. Wonderfully refreshing.

Champagne Rosé, Legras & Haas 		  NV	 6 per case	 £34.00	 £204.00

A blend of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay,  Jérôme Legras’ preferred method of rosé production 
is to combine red and white wines, a process only allowed for sparkling rosés, to achieve the 
perfect colour and balance. The Chardonnay gives a delicious linear, citrus quality to the wine 
which acts as a foil to the red berry notes from the Pinot; put together, this is a delightfully 
ethereal wine, fresh and racy, ideal either on its own or with food.
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Our Fine Wine List

The Private Cellar Fine Wine List is a well-established feature in our overall offering and you can view the 
regularly updated list on-line at www.privatecellar.co.uk or ask us to e-mail it to you every month. This list is 
still requested most often and used as a source by the international trade but the price to them is the same 

to you, reflecting the market/trade price. 

With our combined history in the fine wine arena, working for the top UK merchants, we have had the 
privilege of helping many hundreds of wine lovers to build their collections. As customers’ drinking tastes 
and habits change, they often find themselves with surplus wine or wanting to create a different balance 
of styles and our Fine Wine List provides the ideal vehicle for marketing and selling this stock. In most 

instances, having sold the wines in the first place and knowing the exact whereabouts and the conditions of 
their storage in the intervening years, we can offer a cast-iron guarantee of provenance.

One customer’s idea of Fine Wine is another person’s everyday wine so our list comprises a wide range of 
prices and styles, with the aim of there being something for everyone.

Visit our website at www.privatecellar.co.uk and click on the Fine Wines tab to see our current selection 
of mature vintages from all over the world. This is a great hunting ground for the famous names and most 

sought after vintages.
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